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PREFACE. 


HIS work was commenced some fifteen years ago, at the 
request of the late Earl of Westmorland, A.D.C., then com- 
manding the Regiment. It was practically ready for publica- 
tion in 1914, before the beginning of the greatest war of all time. 
This of course put a stop to this as other literary enterprises—the 
whole country being concerned with the one object of bringing hos- 
tilities to a successful termination—the Author also serving with the 
6th Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment. 

It was at first intended to include short biographical notes of 
all the past and present officers of the Northamptonshire and 
Rutland Regiments, since they were formed in the eighteenth cen- 
tury ; and for this purpose a large amount of material was collected. 
It was, however, felt that it would not be well to give particulars 
of these ofhcers, the greater number of whom had served during 
times of peace, and omit those who served during the Great 
War. Between August, 1914, and September, 1919, many officers 
Were appointed or attached to this Special Reserve; some 
of them are no longer with us, having given their lives for England. 
It would not now be possible to record even the names of these 
officers. Indeed, in the Official List of the “ Offcers Died in the 
Great War, 1914-1919,” in many cases the battalion to which the 
deceased officer belonged is not mentioned. 

Two books relating to these regiments of Militia have already 
appeared. 

The first, “ Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and 
Rutland Militia,” by the Captain of No. 1 Company. This was 
Capt. R. J. D’Arcy, who published the work in 1873, “For Sub- 
scribers only.” 

The second, “ Records of the Services of the Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Militia from 1756 to 1889.” This was printed by the 
Colonel in 1890, and a copy was presented by him to every officer 
who subscribed towards the statuette given to him in June, 1889. 
Each copy contains a slip bearing the words, in facsimile of the 
Colonel’s handwriting: “This revised copy of the Records of the 
Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia is sent for your accept- 
ance with kind regards from Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, A.D.C., 
Burghley House, August 30th, 1890.” 

Neither of these books, however, contains any illustrations. 
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The late Sir Henry Dryden also wrote a paper on “The 
Northamptonshire Militia in the reigns of King Henry VIII and 
Queen Elizabeth,’* consisting of muster books. It is, however, 
doubtful whether these refer at all to the Militia. 

Our thanks are due first and foremost to Colonel S. G. Stopford 
Sackville for a donation towards the cost of printing this book, 
without which it could never have been produced; and further for 
reading the proof sheets, and making most valuable suggestions. 
‘To Major Sir A. de Capell Brooke, Baronet, and Major C. J. C 
Maunsell, for loan of Company Order Books, formerly belonging 
to their ancestors, which contain much curious and interesting in- 
formation. To The Marquis of Exeter, The Marquis of Northamp- 
ton, Sir Vere Isham, Bart., Mr. A. Cross, Mrs. Langton, Capt. G. C. 
Darwell, Mr. H. M. Stockdale, Mr. A. A. Berens, Sir Archibald 
Weigall, The Countess of Londesborough, Mr. W. H. M. Finch, 
Mr. R. Blencowe, The Earl of Jersey, The Officer commanding the 
Depét, Northampton, and to many others who have assisted in the 
production of this history. 

C. A. MARKHAM. 
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* Reports of the Associated Architectural Societies, Vol. XX, p. 302. 
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RECORDS OF THE 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE & RUTLAND 
MILITIA 


cerning the history of the Militia as a national force, before 
the period at which this organisation is first noted in North- 
amptonshire. 

The generally accepted idea that “King Alfred fir/t /fettled a 
National Militia in the kingdom, and by his prudent di/cipline made 
all the fubjects of his dominion /oldiers,’* is no doubt correct, and 
the authorities give the date of the first formation of the Militia as 
between the years 872 and gol. 

In 1122 there was a general commission of array to raise a 
Militia. Fifty-four years later the Militia was called up by Henry 
the Second. In the year 1557 the Militia was again revived, and in 
1623 the force was said to amount to 160,000 men. 

The early history of this military organisation is written in 
Captain D’Arcy’s “Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Militia,” and also in the various other excellent his- 
tories of local regiments which have been published. 

We therefore commence with the first direct references we have 
found to the Northamptonshire Militia, which are as follows: 


— 1620 — 


An Order of Council dated May 31, 1620, directed to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, orders a muster of the Militia, 
and directs that the beacons in the county be kept in good repair.t 


ik these pages it is not proposed to enter into any detail con- 


* “Commentaries on the Laws of England,’’ by Sir William Blackstone, 
Knt., 1793; Vol. I, p. 409. 


+ Lord ra MSS., Historical MSS. Commission, Tenth Report, 
Appendix, Pt. VI. 
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This order was apparently duly carried out, after some delay, 
as the following precept shows, the original being in the possession 
of Mrs. Langton, of Teeton Hall. 


To the Con/table of Raven/trop cum Teeton. 


Thefe are to will and require yo" upon receipt hereof that yot fumon 
Mrs. Britton and her fonne iat she fend there horfe and Armes charged 
tc the Mallitia of This county completly ffurnifhed to Northton one Thurfday 
being the 17th of this Inftant October to bee and apeare at the Markett Cro/ffe 
by eaight of the clocke in the Morning there to bee ep perone’ into troo 

for the defence of this county and Comonwelth Whereof fayle nott Datted Ea/t 
Haden this 15th day of October 1620. 


ffris Butlin. 


Mrs. Britton and her fonne one horfe and furniture. 


This precept throws a curious light upon the method of raising 
the Militia in the early part of the seventeenth certury, and the 
way in which the officers were called up. 


The following extracts from letters in the possession of Sir 
Charles Langham, Baronet, show that a hundred years later there 
was a Militia,* of some kind, in Northamptonshire, organised under 
the Lord Lieutenant : 


ei == 


October 27, 1715. The Duke of Montagu wrote from Boughton, asking 
Sir John Langham “‘ to give your son leeve to acsept of a comision of Captain 
Lieut, to my Company of Foot which tho it is not worth his acseptance I must 
desire you will let him take it.’’ 


October 29, 1715. The Duke wrote again: 


‘¢ As there is now one of ye Capt. of Foots Posts vacant I must desire you 
will let him acsept of that.’’ 


November 1, 1715. Lord Halifaxt wrote to Sir John Langham requestin 
him to attend a meeting in Northampton, when all details could be arrang 
as to the number of men each gentleman wag to provide, etc. Sir John sent 
three horsemen that year, and the next, as the following entries in his account 
book show : 


October 31, 1715. 
Mr. Keys. Saddles and armeg for Militia. 15s. 9d. 
Sworde for James.] 10s. 

May 14, 1716. 


Three Militia hate. 10s. 6d. 
Three horsemen one day to the Militia. 15s. 
Given to one of ye men. 2s. 6d. 


* This Militia was probably formed for service against the Scottish rebels. 


+ George Montagu, second Earl of Halifax, of Horton House, was a De- 
puty Lieutenant for Northamptonshire. He died May 9, 1739. 


N ahs 7 ames was the before-mentioned ‘‘son,’’ who afterwards succeeded 
as the filth baronet. 
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_ There is also the Commission appointing Sir John Humble a 
mayor in the Militia in 1715, which is as follows: 


John, Duke of Montagu, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Northampton.* 
TO SIR JOHN HUMBLE, BART., MAJOR. 


By virtue of the Authority & Power to me given by the Kings Excellent 
Matie under ye Great Seal of Great Britain as Lord Lieutenant of the County 
of Northampton. In pursuance to an Act of Parliament Intituled An Act for 
Ordering the Forces in the several Countyes of this Kingdome. I do nom- 
inate constitute & appoint you Sir John Humble Bart. and you are hereby 
nominated constituted & appointed MAJOR OF MY OWN REGIMENT OF 
FOOT AND CAPTAIN OF A COMPANY IN THE SAID REGIMENT .... 
Leing part of the Militia of the said County of NORTHAMPTON ete. etc. 


Anno Dom. 1715. 
Monracu. 


This sealed with the Montagu arms. 


Passing on to the middle of the eighteenth century, we come to a 
period of stress and strife in Europe, which commenced in some 
measure in 1755, and on December 16 of this year, a treaty was 
signed between England and Prussia, which led to further difficulty. 


— 1756 — 


On January 21, 1756, the House of Commons took into con- 
sideration a new Bill for the Better Regulation of the Militia, but it 
did not then become law. 

In March, the same year, the King of England published a 
declaration of war against the King of France, which was two 
oo later proclaimed in Northampton, news travelled slowly 
then. 


Northampton, May 22. 


‘‘This Day His Majesty’s Declaration of Wer againft the French King 
was proclaimed at three different places in this Town, by the Sheriff of the 
County, attended by his proper Officers, and Parties of Hu/fars belonging to 
the Earl of Albemarle’s, Earl of Ancram’s, and Sir Charles Howard’s Regi- 
ments of Dragoons, they were accompanied by the Ma Gs ful the Mayor of 
this Corporation, with his proper Officers, preceded by the Town sage Ly and 
Flags, amid/t the Acclamations of a va/t Concourfe of People, the chimes at 
All Saints Church playing Britons Strike home during the Proce/fion.”’ f 


Shortly after this a similar declaration was made by the French 
King, and thus the great conflict began which was afterwards known 
as “The Seven Years War.” 

When the war commenced it was said that there were only three 
regiments in England fit for duty. The eyes of the nation were 
therefore naturally directed towards the old Constitutional Force, 
and the following lines from the local newspaper show the feeling 
of the county. 


* George Montagu, second Duke of Montagu, of Boughton House, was 
appointed Lord Lieutenant July 2, 1715, and acted until July, 1735. He died 
July 16, 1749. 

+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? May 24, 17356. 
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‘*Lonpon, April 27. 


*6On the Miuitia. 
Britannia fpeaks. 
‘* Britons, behold your true Palladium here! 
Arm my intrepid Sons, away with Fear. 

Nor Heffe, nor Hanover, e’er more fhall aid, 

But you again be my Protection made. 

Like your brave Anceftors the Sword you’ll wield: 

Like them you'll fight, like them your Country /hield. 

Infulting France will fheath her ho/ftile Sword. 

When Britain give Miuitia for the Word. L.’’* 


At this time it was stated that the “Li/t of Militia Force 
fropo/fed to be e/tablifhed in England for 1756, gives the number 
of men for the County of Northampton as 1,280, and for the County 
of Rutland as 240.”t 

It will be noticed, however, that by the Act of Parliament passed 
the next year, these figures were reduced by one-half. 

This Act was intituled: 

“An Act for the better ordering of the Militia Forces in the 
feveral Counties of that Part of Great Britain called England.’t 
This statute repealed all former statutes relating to the Militia, and 
made full provision for the establishment of the same. Under this 
Act the number of private men to be raised for the county of North- 
ampton was fixed at 640, and for the county of Rutland at 120; 
and it was ordered that the inhabitants of Saint Martin’s, Stamford 
Baron, in the county of Northampton, should serve in the Militia 
for the county of Lincoln. 

Immediately after the passing of this Act, the Right Hon. 
George Montagu Dunk, Earl of Halifax,§ His Majesty’s Lieutenant 
for the County, issued the following advertisement calling a meet- 
ing of the Lieutenancy, to bring the Act into force. 


de 


‘* Horton, 
July 2, 1757. 

‘The Noblemen and Gentlemen, who are appointed Deputy Licutenants 
of the County of Northampton are defired to meet in purfuance of an Act 
pa/fed in this prefend Se/fion of Parliament, for the better ordering of the 

ihtia, &c., at the George-Inn in Northampton, on Tucsday morning the 12th 
inftant, in order to proceed towards carrying the faid Act into Execution, in 
fuch manner 4s is thereby directed. 
Dunk Hartrax.|| 


This meeting was duly held, as appears by the report in the 
newspaper. . 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 3, 1756. 
ft ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’”’? May 17, 1756. 
{ 30 George IT, Cap. 25. 
§ George Montagu Dunk, third Earl of Halifax, of Horton House, was 
appointed Lord Lieutenant November 23, 1749, and served until his death. 
| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” July 11, 1757. 
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‘* Northampton, 

July 18. 
‘‘On Tuesday laft, the 12ch inft., the Right Hon. the Earl of Halifax, 
Lord Lieutenant of this County, and ten of tle Deputy Lieutenants thereof 
held (at the George-Inn in this Town) their fir/t meeting, by virtue of the 
Militia Act, and if/fued their Precepts to the Chief Conftables of the feveral 
Hundreds in the County pur/fuant to the directions of the faid Act; and, we 


hear, have appointed their fecond General Meeting at the fame place on the 
€th of September next.’’* 


There is no record of the meeting, which was no doubt held in 
September, or of any adjourned meetings, of which it is probable 
there were several, as a good deal was done towards obtaining off- 
cers before the next assembly in the following July. 


= 1758: = 


It does not appear that the response to the appeal for 
officers was very satisfactory, as it was decided at the meeting held 
July 20, 1758, under the presidency of the Lord Lieutenant, that 
further proceedings would be suspended until March 25, 1759.t 


= Oo = 


After this meeting in March, Lord Halifax issued a notice, 
stating that a sufficient number of gentlemen properly qualified had 
offered themselves for captain’s commissions, but that a sufficient 
number of lieutenants and ensigns had not yet come forward, and 
asking those willing to serve to send their names to him or to Mr. 
Rogers, Clerk to the General Meetings. 

This notice did not, however, answer the purpose for which it 
was given, and the Lord Lieutenant called another meeting of the 
Deputy Lieutenants, and of those gentlemen who had agreed to 
accept commissions, at the George Inn, on Saturday, December 29, 
1759.8 

It appears by an advertisement signed by Lord Halifaxl| that 
this meeting was duly held, and several more gentlemen entered 
their names as officers, but that the list of officers was not yet full, 
and another meeting was called for the following Tuesday, at the 
George Inn, when it was hoped that sufficient gentlemen would enter 
their names to complete the list. 


— 1760 — 


Still subaltern officers were lacking, and another meeting was 
summoned for Tuesday, February 26, 1760, for the purpose 
of filling the vacant commissions.{ 


* “Northampton Mercury,’”’ July 18, 1757. 

¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 2, 1758. 

t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,”’ April 23, 1759. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’? December 24, 1759. 
{| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ December 31, 1759. 
q ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ January 21, 1760. 
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A full report of this meeting is given in the Paper, and 
states that though other gentlemen had entered their names to serve 
in the Militia, the list of officers had not been filled, and that another 
meeting would be held on March 15, for the completion of the list, 
and a meeting of the Deputy Lieutenants, on April 15, 1760, for 
putting the act into operation.* 

At the meeting on March 15 it was stated that the list of officers 
was still incomplete, and gentlemen were requested to send in their 
names, before the meeting on April 15.t 

The Lord Lieutenant by advertisements in the “Mercury” of 
April 7 and 14, 1760, altered the date of the next meeting to April 
28, in consequence of the trial of Lord Ferrers, on April 16, which 
His Lordship was obliged to attend. 

Some progress seems to have been at last made, and at the next 
meeting the county was divided into districts, and meetings were 
appointed for the purpose of bringing the Militia laws into force. 


Northampton, 
April 29, 1760. 
NOTICE is hereby given. 


That the Deputy Lieutenants, and Juftices of the Peace Acting in the fev- 
eral Subdivifions in the County of Northampton, hare appointed their firft 
Meeting for putting the Miuitia Laws now in force into erecution, at the fer- 
eral Places and Days here under mentioned, 


For Northampton Subdirifion, and 
Hundreds of Spelhoe, Nobottle-Grove, 
Wymerfley, Clely, and Towcester. 
For Brackley Subdirifion, and the 
Hundreds of Greens Norton, Kings- 
Sutton, and Chipping-Warden, 

For Daventry Subdirtfion, and the 
Hundreds of Fawfley and Guilf- 
borough. 

For Kettering Subdivifion, and the 
Hundreds of Corby, Rothwell, and 
Huzloe. 

For Oundle Subdivifion, and the 
Hundreds of Navifford, Polebrook, 
and Willybrook. 

For Wellingborough Subdivifion, and 
the Hundreds of Higham-Ferrers, 
Hamfordfhoe, and Orlingbury. 
For Peterborough Subdivision: 
the Hundred of Naffabourgh. 


and 


At the Peacock Inn in Northampton, 
von Friday, the 23rd day of May nezt. 


At the Three Conies at Thorpe Afan- 
deville, on Friday, the 16th, May 
nest, 

At the Swan Inn in Daventry, on 
Thurfday, the 29th, of May next, 


At the New Inn in Great-Oakley, on 
Lhurfday, the 15th day of May nezt. 


At the Talbot Inn in Oundle, on 
LThurfsday, the 15th, of May next. 


At the Angel Inn in Wellingborough, 
on Wednefday, the 28th, of May nezt. 


At the Angel Inn, in Peterborough, 
on Saturday, the 17th, of May nect. 


And the next General Mecting of the Lord Lieutenant, Deputy-Lieutenants 


and Juftices of the Peace, for carrying the faid Laws into further Execution, 
is appointed to be held at the Geurge Inn in this Town, on Monday, the 9th 
day of June nert, at which it is defired that the Gentlemen concerned will 
attend. And as the Lifts of Lieutenants and enfigns in the fard MILITIA are 
not yet full, all Gentlemen willing to accept the racant Commiffions are de- 
fired to fend in their Names to me or to the Clerk of the General Meetings, 
on or before the faid nert General Meeting. 

Dunk HAtirax. 
Rogers. 
Clerk of the General Meetings.} 


* «Northampton Mercury,’’ March 3 and 10, 1760. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ March 17, 24, 31, 1760. 
t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 5 and 12, 1760. 
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At this time various advertisements appeared in the “ Mercury ” 
signed by persons undertaking, in consideration of the payment of 
half a guinea, to insure any man paying the same, who happened to 
be drawn by ballot, from serving in the Militia, by providing a sub- 
stitute to take his place. 

This system was indeed largely adopted; and, ultimately, when 
the regiment was raised, almost all the privates serving were substi- 
tuted men, as will appear by further notices in the newspaper. 

Another meeting was then called a month later for the purpose 
of inducing subaltern officers to join the regiment.* 

This advertisement did not have the effect of inducing any 
gentlemen to accept commissions as subalterns; and the Lord Lieu- 
tenant issued another notice, dated July 28, 1760, stating that the 
previous meeting had been postponed, and calling another in August. 

Exactly the same procedure took place two months later, when 
another meeting was summoned for September, but this again was 
probably not held, as the Lord Lieutenant by an advertisement dated 
October 4, 1760, convened another meeting in that month. 

A similar advertisement, dated November 15, 1760, was then 
published; but the assembly called by this notice was again post- 
poned to the end of December and afterward to the middle of Janu- 
ary, the following year. 


— 1761 — 
Horton Houfe, 


January 1, 1761. 


The Deputy-Licutenants acting for the County of Northampton are de- 
sired to meet at the (reorge Inn, in the Tuwn of Northampton, on Tuefday, the 
13th day of this inftant January, by Tivelve of the Clock at Noon; being the 
day appointed for holding the Annual General Meeting of the Lieutenant and 


Deputy-Tieutenants in every County, by an Act paffed the last Seffion of 
Parliament. 


Dunk Hatirax.t 


In the meantime another Act was passed relating to the county 
Militias, entituled : 

“An Act to explain, amend, and reduce into one Act of Parlia- 
ment, the several Laws, now in being, relating to the Raising, and 
Training the Militia, within that Part of Great Britain called Eng- 
land.”t Under this Statute the number of private men to be raised 
was fixed at 640 for the County of Northampten, and 120 for the 
County of Rutland. The towns in these counties were not separ- 
ately assessed. 

Three years elapsed, attet: the first general meetings had been 
keld, before sufficient progress was made in the formation of the 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’ July 21, 1760. 
¢ ‘Northampton Mercury,” January 12, 1761. 
} 2 George III, Cap. XX. 
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regiment to justify the Lord Lieutenant in again calling together 
the lieutenancy, which included Deputy Lieutenants and such officers 
as had already given in their names. 

This his Lordship did by a notice dated January 3, 1762, asking 
the Deputy Lieutenants to meet him at the George Inn, Northampton, 
on January 12.* 


— 1762 — 
Then followed the proclamation of war against Spain. 
Northampton, Jan, 11. 


_On Friday laft his Maje/fty’s Declaration of War againft the King of 
Spain was proclaimed here by the Mayor and Corporation in their Formalities 
attended by their Officers. 

And on Saturday the fame was again proclaimed at three different places 
in the Town by the Sheriff of the County attended by his proper Officers, and 
the Battalion of the Surry Militia quartered here, emid/t the Acclamations of 
a set Concourfe of People, the Chimes at All Saints Church playing ‘“‘ Britons, 
Strike Home,’ etec., during the Proceffiun.t 


The next meeting of the licutenancy was held June 23, 1762, 
and gentlemen were again asked to send 1n their names for commis- 
sions 1n the Militia.t 

An important meeting was duly convened§ and held at the 
George Inn, in September, and the following is a report of the pro- 
ceedings at this meeting. 


September 8, 1762. 


Ata Meeting held this Day at the George Inn in Northampton (purfuant 
to due Notice fur that Purpofe) for putting into erecution the Act of Parlia- 
ment paffed the laft Seffions for the Raifing and Training the Mixitta, it was 
unanimously agreed by the Gentlemen then present, that the Miuitia for the 
County of Northampton fhall be raifed with all convenient Speed ; and for that 
Purpofe the nert Meeting will be held at the faitd George Inn on Monday, the 
1ft day of November nert coming, at Ten of the cluck in the Forenoon, when 
and where the Licutenancy are defired to attend. And all Gentlemen, who 
some time ago entered their Names as willing to ferre as Officers in the faid 
Miuitia, are, previous to the next Meeting, defired to renew such Entries; 
and all others who intend to offer themfelres as Officers, are defired to fend 
in their Names to Me, or to Mr. Timothy Rogers, Clerk of the General Meet- 
ings, at Northampton. And all Deputy Lieutenants are defired forthwith to 
enter their refpective AA here a with the Clerk of the Peace of the faid 
County, pursuant to the fai Act. 

Dunk Hauirax, Lord Lieutenant. || 


The next step was again to divide the county into districts for 
the purpose of balloting for men to serve in the regiment: this was_ 
accordingly done, and places were appointed for the meetings of the 
Deputy Lieutenants and magistrates, for taking all the necessary 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’’? January 4, 1762. 
+ ‘Northampton Mercury,” January 11, 1762. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’”’? June 14, 1762. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’ August 16, 23, 1762. 
| ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ September 13 and October 18, 25, 1762. 
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steps for raising the Militia, by advertisement in the “ Mercury.”* 
This is similar to the notice dated April 29, 1760, except that the 
Peterborough Subdivision and Hundred of Nassaburgh is not 
mentioned. 

Some further time elapsed before the Militia was sufficiently 
crganised to permit of the officers receiving their commissions. 


= 69 


The next meeting was called by the Right Hon. Henry Yelver- 
ton, Earl of Sussex,t the colonel of the regiment. 


Eafton Manduit. 
_ February 26, 1763. 


All Gentlemen, who have entered their Names as Officers in the Northamp- 
tonfhire Mruitia, are defired to meet Ale at the George Inn in Northampton, 
on Saturday, the 5th Day of March nezt, in the Forenoon; when and where 
they may receive their Commiffions and enter their refpective Qualifications, 
pir uart to the Miuitia Act; and the Lieutenants and Enfiyns may be pro- 
perly pofted, and fuch other Bufinefs done as by the faid Act is required. 


Sussex, Colonci.{ 


The following paragraph from the “Mercury” shows us how 
the balloting was actually conducted. The William Cook named 
in the notice, was one of the several agents, who had issued long 
advertisements undertaking, for a consideration, to provide men to 
serve in the place of those chosen by ballot, as previously mentioned. 


Northampton, 
7 February 28, 1763. 


On Friday laft the Hundreds of Spelloe, Nobottle-Grove, Wyme/ley, 
Cleley and Towce/fter, produced their Number of Miuit1a-MEN to the Deputy- 
Lieutenants and Ju/ftices, met at King/thorpe for thas Purpofe; when 160 
were fworn and inroll’d, the greate/t Part of which were very fine healthy 
young Fellows, procur’d as Sub/titutes by Witi1am Cook, of Northampton; 
and which gave the highe/t Sati/faction to the Gentlemen then pre/fent, as well 
as to the Country in general, and has greatly contributed to the e/tablishing 
Ay Peace = the County in carrying this Ufeful and National Law into 
execution. 


The next paragraph shows the completion of the swearing in 
the Militia for this county. 

We hear that on Monday lIa/t the Swearing-in and Inrolling the Miiit1a 
for this County was finally finifhed at Brackley ; almo/t the Whole of the Per- 
{one {worn in were Sub/ftitutes and procured cee! fre. Cook and Co., whofe 

ngagements in this Concern have been everywhere punctually perform’d and 
given the highe/t Sati/faction to the Deputy-Lieutenants and Ju/tices, as well 
as the County in General.|| 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ November 22, 29, 1762. 


+ Henry Yelverton, third Earl of Sussex, of Eastern Manduit House, was 
a Deputy Lieutenant for Northamptonshire. He died April 22, 1799. 


t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,” February 28, 1793. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ February 28, 1763. 
| ‘* Northampton Mercury,’’ March 1, 1763. 
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March 1, 1763. 


At a county meeting held at the George Inn, Northampton, on 
March 1, 1763, under the presidency of the Earl of Sussex, the fol- 
lowing resolution was passed. 

In order to form the Northamptonshire regiment of Militia, 
there shall be ten companies, which are to consist of sixty men each, 
to each of which companies the following officers are posted, viz.: 


Colonel. The Right Hon, the Earl of Sussex. 
Lieutenant-Colonel. The Right Hon. the Lord St. John. 
Major. The Hon. Spencer Compton. 
Captains. Clarke Adams, Esq. 

Thomas Cecil Maunsell, Esq. 

John Orme, Esq. 

Richard Williamson, Esq. 

Edward Williams, Fsq. 

Wenman Samwell Esq. 

Richard Kent, Esq. 


This meeting is not reported in the “ Mercury.” 

It will be noticed that at this period the colonel of the regiment 
and the other field officers held command of companies. 

It is curious to have recorded the lack of enthusiasm on this 
matter which was displayed by the county of Northampton, con- 
sidering that the Militia in the neighbouring county of Rutland 
was raised and duly embodied as early as December 15, 1759. 

The necessary arrangements were, however, at length completed, 
and in May, 1763, the Lord Lieutenant issued his Order for the 
assembly of the regiment for the first training on June 1, 1763, at 
Northampton. The colonel at once inserted an advertisement in 
the “ Mercury” requiring “all the men who had been sworn in and 
inrolled to obey, this order.”* , 

In accordance with this notice, the regiment assembled, at 
Northampton, on Wednesday, June 1, 1763, for twenty-eight days’ 
training: and four days later they paraded on the Market Square, 
as recorded in the following paragraph: 


Northampton. 


On Tue/fday last the Innifkilling Dragoons marched out of this Town to 
make room for our County Militia, who are now training and ererne here. 

Saturday la/t, being his Maje/fty’s Birth-Day, was obferved here with 
Ringing of Bells; and in the Afternoon the Militia above mentioned dre/ffed 
in their new Cloaths, and attended by their new Colours, which were delivered 
to them that Day, were drawn up on our Market Hill, and fired fix fine Vol- 
lies, viz., three in Honour of the Day; the fourth for the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Halifax, Lord Lieutenant of the County; the fifth for the Right Hon. the 
ja of Pa Colonel of the faid Corps; and the fixth in Honour of the 

ounty. 


On Monday, June 27, the corps was reviewed by the colonel, 
and a county ball and other festivities concluded the training, the 
men being dismissed the following day. 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 9, 16 and 23, 1763. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 6, 1763. 
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Northampton, July 4. 


On Monday la/t the Regiment of Militia of this County was reviewed here 
by the Right Hon. the Earl of Su/fex, their Colonel, and made a very genteel 
Appearance; the Men went through their feveral Firings and Evolutions with 
the greate/t Exactne/s and Applaufe. Mo/t of the principal Gentlemen and 
Ladies of the County were prefent, and were politely entertained at Breakfa/t 
by the Hon. Spencer om pten, Esq. Major to the faid Regiment (under Tente 
pitched in the Field for that Purpofe) where a compleat Band of Mu/fick was 
provided, and played oe the whole Time; and the Gentlemen and Ladies 
afterwards dined at the Red-Lion Inn in this Town, where, after Dinner, the 
Healths of their eg at and the re/t of the Royal Family, the Earl of Hali- 
fax, Karl of Su/fex, Lord St. John, the Hon. Major Compton, etc., were drunk, 
between which the Men fired off in Vollies with the reate/t Exactne/fs, and to 
conclude the Firing, three Vollies were given for the Ladies. The Company 
were s0 pleafed thereat, that they gave forty Guineas to be di/tributed among/t 
the Men to drink their Healths. And the Evening concluded with a brilliant 
Ball, given by the Colonel and the Agt of the Officers of the faid Regiment, at 
the George Inn. And on the Day following the faid Regiment was difmi/ffed 
for the prefent, when the Men te/tified their great fatiffaction in the Service 
by loud Hucea’s for the polite and kind Treatment of their Colonel and the re/t 
of their Officers. 

Tuefday la/t the Regiment. of Innif-killing Dragoons, who left this Town 
during the Mucreising and Training of the above mention’d Militia, returned 
to their Quarters.* 


== 14/04 = 


The next year (1764) the Militia was called out on Tuesday, 
June 5, for the twenty-eight days’ training, the advertisement being 
signed by the Earl of Sussex, and Mr. J. H. Thursby, Mr. J. Robin- 
son anod Mr. T. C. Maunsell, as Deputy Lieutenants.f 


= 1763: = 


A similar advertisement was issued the following year (1765) 
ordering the Militia Force to assemble at Northampton on Monday, 
September 30, for twenty-eight days training as usual. This year 
the training therefore took place in October, instead of in June, as 
in former years. 


Northampton, October 28. 


Friday laft being the Anniverfary of his Majefty’s Acceffion to the 
Throne, the fame was obferved here with Ringing of Bells, as ufual. At Noon 
our County-Militia were drawn up on the Market-Hill where they made a 
handfome appearance, and fired three good Vollies, in Honour of the Day. 

And the faid Militia are now difembodied, the 28 Days appointed by Act 
of Parliament for their exercife being expired.} 7 


— 1766 — 


The next year the Militia was ordered to assemble on Saturday, 
May 24, for the twenty-eight days’ training. 


* ““Northampton Mercury,’’ July 4, 1763. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? May 14, 21, 28 and June 4, 1764. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 28, 1765. 
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Northampton, June 9. 


On Wedne/day la/t his Maje/ty’s Birthday was obferved here with ringing 
of bells, asufual. Our County Militia now exercif/ing here, were drawn up on 
the Market-Hill, and fired three good Vollies on the occafion; after which the 
Officers met feveral gentlemen of the Town and County at the Peacock Inn, 
where a handfome Ordinary was prepared; and in the evening was a Ball.* 


The review followed in due course, and on this occasion a re- 
ligious pamphlet was presented to every man. 


Northampton, June 23. 


On Monday Iaft our County-Militia were reviewed on the Market-Hill by 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Su/fex, their Colonel; when they made a handfome 
Appearance, and went through their Firings and Evolutions with great Dex- 
terity to the Sati/faction of his Lordship and the re/t of the Officers. At the 
fame time was delivered to each Soldier a Pamphlet against Swearing, Drunken- 
ness, and Lewdness, /trongly recommended by their Officers, and given by an 
unknown hand for the Purpofe of promoting good Fellow/fhip, and Reforma- 
tion of Manners, and enforced as a pattern worthy of Imitation.f 


== :176/-== 
Next year (1767) the training commenced on Saturday, May 9. 


Northampton, May 11. 


Saturday laft the Militia Forces raifed for this County were embodied 
here, and are to be trained and exercifed for the space of 28 Days.{ 


Northampton, June 8. 


Thurfday la/t his Maje/ty’s Birth Day was obferved here with Ringing of 
Bells, as ufual. About Noon our County-Militia were drawn up on the Market- 
Hill and fired three good Vollies on the Occafion; after which the Officers met 
Jfeveral Gentlemen of the Town & County at the Peacock Inn, where a hand- 
fome Ordinary was prepared; and in the Evening was a Ball at the faid Inn, 
which was honoured with the Prefence of the Right Hon. the Earl and Counte/s 
of Northampton. 

And on Friday the faid Militia were difcharged from their Annual Exer- 
cife, having received the Thanks of their Officers and a Prefent of ten Guineas 
from the Earl of Northampton. § 


— 1768 — 


An order was issued the following spring, signed by the deputy 
lieutenants, for the Militia to assemble May 14, 1768, for twenty- 
eight days’ training. 

The King’s birthday was again celebrated on June 4 by the 
ringing of bells and the firing of three volleys by the Militia on the 
Market Hill. 


* “* Northampton Mercury,’’ June 9, 1766. 
t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ June 23, 1766. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’ May 11, 1767. 

§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” June 8, 1767, 
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Northampton, June 18. 


On Friday la/t our County Militia were difcharged from their Monthly 
Exercife ; during which Time the Men of both Battalions not only became very 
expert in their Operations, but behaved in every Respect extremely well.* 


— 1769 — 


The training in 1769 commenced on the first Monday in October, 
and was uneventful, the only excitement being the celebration of the 
anniversary of the King’s accession to the throne on October 26, 
when the regiment, as usual, fired three vclleys on the Market Hill. 


— 1770 — 


The next year the Militia assembled on May 14 for twenty-eight 
days’ training, as usual. 


=A = 


A general meeting of the Lieutenancy was called for Saturday, 
April 20, 1771, at the Peacock Inn, Northampton, to arrange for the 
training of the regiment.t 

At the next meeting it was decided that the regiment should 
train in two detachments, one at Kettering, and the other at Welling- 
borough, to lessen risk of infection from smallpox. The first de- 
tachment consisted of the companies commanded by Colonel Lord 
Sussex, Lieut.-Colonel Adams, Major Maunsell, Captain Willis and 
Captain Robinson, and the second of the companies commanded by 
Captain Samwell, Captain Kent, Captain Baxter, and the company 
cf the late Captain Warwick. 


Northampton, April 22. 


We can with Pleafure a/fure the Public, that this Town, which has been 
greatly afflicted with the Small Pox for some Time pa/ft, is now very near if 
not quite, free from that Diftemper, and which, we hear, is the Reafon that 
the County Militia is ordered to Kettering and Wellingborough, to prevent the 

fame from breaking out afre/h.} 


The King’s birthday was kept on June 4 this year, and the four 
companies of the Militia quartered at Wellingborough assembled 
and fired three volleys. 

Lord Halifax died June 8, 1771, and the next Order was signed 
by the new Lord Lieutenant, Spencer Compton,§ Earl of Northamp- 
ton, who was appointed His Majesty’s Lieutenant, July 19, 1771; 
and who had been for many years a major in the said Militia. 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,”’ June 13, 1768. 
t+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 15, 1771. 
t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,” April 22, 1771. 


§ Spencer Compton, eighth Earl of Northampton, of Castle Ashby, was 
peroues Lord Lieutenant July 19, 1771, and acted until his death, April 
5 | e 
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This Order was to summon a meeting of the Lieutenancy, for 
the purpose of carrying out the ordinary duties connected with the 
Militia.* 


=e Add ooo 


In 1772 an excellent mezzotint engraving was published of the 
Drum Major of the Northamptonshire Militia. On the print from 
which this illustration has been produced is written in pencil “ John 
Silk of Northampton.” The pulpit represented in this picture was, 
no doubt, that of College Lane Chapel; and amongst the Records 
of this Chapel we find the following :— 


1772, Julv 17. Anne Harris, daughter of Mrs. Slinn, the wife of Reader 
Slinn, admitted, Reader Slinn, twice married, published ‘‘The Believer’s 
Alphabet; or, Christ the Believer’s Friend; set forth in Four and Twenty Par- 
ticulars. Being the Foundation of Several Discourses Preached at Middleton 
Cheneny, in Northamptonshire, in January, 1776. By Reader Slinn, Drum 
Major, Northampton.’’f 


The same year the Annual Training was ordered to commence 
October 5, at Northampton. 


Nor. 2. 


Monday laft being the Anniverfary of his Maje/ty’s Proclamation, our 
County-Militia were reviewed by the Right Hon. the Earl of Northampton, 
Lord-Lieutenant of the County: after which they fired three vollies on the 
Market-Hill in Honour to the Day; and his Lordfhip was pleafed to order 
Twenty Pounds to be given to the Private Men to drink his Maje/ty’s Health.] 


=A NAL 


Next year the Training commenced May 10, at Northampton. 


NoRTHAMPTON, June 7. 


Friday laft, being his Maje/fty’s Birthday, was obferved here with Rmgin 
of Bells; and at Noon our County-Militia were drawn up on the Market-Hill, 
and fired three good Vollies on the Occafion, 

And vefterday the faid Militia were difcharged for the prefent Year havin 
been trained and exercifed for the space of 28 days, purfuant to Act o 
Parliament. § 


== 1114. == 


The Training in 1774 commenced May 16 at Northampton, and 
on June 4 the regiment kept the King’s birthday in the usual fashion. 


= 1/1 = 


Next year the regiment assembled October 2, at Northampton. 
On October 25 the anniversary of the King’s accession to the throne 
was celebrated, and the Militia after a grand field-day were drawn 


* “Northampton Mercury,” July 31, 1772. 
¢ ‘‘ History of College Street Chapel,’’ 1897, page 85. 
3 ‘“Northampton Mercury,’’ November 2, 1772. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 7, 1773. 
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up on the Market Hill, and discharged three vollies in honour of 
the King. “And each Man was allowed a Tankard of Ale to drink 
a good Health to his Sovereign.”* 


= 17/0 = 


In 1776 the training commenced May 13, and the King’s birth- 
day was, according to custom, celebrated by the ringing of bells, the 
firing of three volleys by the regiment, and the serving of the tan- 
kard of ale to each man, to drink a good health to His Majesty. In 
the evening there was a concert at the Peacock Inn, the night con- 
cluded with a ball; and the men were dismissed on June Io. | 


Se ee 


The Militia assembled the following year on May 10 at North- 
ampton. The King’s birthday was kept on June 4, “And at Noon 
our County Militia were drawn up on the Market-Place, and fired 
three good Vollies and a Feu-de-/oie (or Running Fire) in Honour 
to the King.” t 


— 1778 — 


A General Meeting of Lieutenancy was held at the George Inn, 
Northampton, on April 2, 1778, on the receipt of an Order from the 
King, under his sign Manual, for embodying the Militia of North- 
amptonshire. 

An advertisement was at once inserted in the newspaper order- 
ing the assembly of all Militia Men at Northampton on April 10.¢ 


NorrHamprton, April 18. 


On Friday laft the Militia of this County were embodicd here, in Purfu- 
ance of His Maje/ty’s Orders for that Purpo/e.§ 


Thus for the first time the regiment was embodied for active 
service, as distinct from the twenty-eight days’ annual training. 

Almost at once, as appears by the following paragraph, sufh- 
cient gentlemen came forward to enable the Lord Lieutenant to fill 
the commissions which were still vacant. 


NortHamrton, April 20. 
As feveral Noblemen and Gentlemen of this County have offered them- 
elves, and been accepted, to fill up the vacant Commi/ffions in our Regiment of 
ilitia, we think their Countrymen cannot too highly applaud them, for quit- 
ting the Eafe and Elegance they enjoved in their Manfions, for the toilfome 
(but honourable) Following of War, and leaving their private Affairs when 
their injured Country calls for their A/ffiftance to the public Good.—The 
Private Men of the faid Regiment have joined their Corps with the utmo/t 
Alacrity, and we are affured their Number is fully complete. || 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 30, 1775. 
+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” June 9, 1777. 
~ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 6, 1778. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 13, 1778. 
fl ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 20, 1778. 
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__ Preparatory to leaving Northampton for active service the 
Militia was reviewed by Major-General Warde, and pronounced 
efficient. 


NORTHAMPTON, May 25. 


La/ft Friday was fixed for the Reviewing the Militia of this County, by 
Major-Gen. Warde; but the day unfortunately proved too wet to permit the 
Men to take the Field: However: about Two o’clock, they were aldrawi up 
on the Market-Hill, and went thro’ many Parts of their xercife with great 
Applaufe. The General expreffed himfelf in the warme/t Terms of Approba- 
tion to the Colonel, returning Thanks at the fame Time to the other Officers, for 
the /trict attention they mu/t have paid, in having been able to form in so 
short a Timea Regiment that might, with great Propriety, be faid to be equal 
to any Kind of Service; for as fuch he fhould mo/ft certainly report it to His 
Ma jesty.* 


The King’s birthday was kept as usual on June 4, 1778, the 
regiment firing three volleys on the Market Square; and “An ele- 
gant Entertainment was provided at the Peacock Inn, at which /ev- 
eral respectable neighbouring Gentlemen accompanied the Officers, 
where many loyal Toa/ts were drank, and the day concluded with 
the greate/t Harmony.t 

After this time we are enabled to trace the movements of the 
regiment by the Marching Orders of the Militia, contained in thirty 
books, which are now at the Record Office, in London. The proper 
reference 1s added to each order, which, if important, is quoted ver- 
batim, but otherwise the purport only of the order is given. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire Regimt of Militia under 
y® comm! to march from their present Quarters in two Divisions according to 
the Routes annexed to Warley Common where they are to encamp & remain 
&c., you will also acquaint &c., Wherein &c., Given &c., 6th June, 1778. 


By H.M.C.{ 


Officer Commanding, 
the Northamptonshire 
Regt. of Militia. 


Route for the Ist Division of sd. Militia from Northampton to Warley 
Common. 
Thursday, llth June. Newport Pagnell. 
12th ,, Dunstable. 
13th _,, St. Albans, 
14th ,, Halt. 
15th ,, Enfield, Enfield Wash, Waltham Abbey & Waltham 


ross. 
16th _,, Burntwocd, Brook Street, Great and Little Warley & 
Shenfield. 
17th __,, Halt. 
18th ,, Halt. 
19th ,, Warley Common, encamp and remain. 
W.O. 6th June, 1778. 
BARRINGTON. 
* ‘©Northampton Mercury,’’ May 25, 1778. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ June 8, 1778. 
t The abbreviations are thus extended. ‘‘It is His Majesty’s Pleasure,”’ 
‘You will also acquaint this Office with the receipt of this order. Wherein fail 
not at vour peril. Given at the War Office this day of 1778.”’ 


‘ By His Majesty’s Command.”’ 
BARRINGTON. 
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Route for the 2nd Division of the Northamptonshire Militia of 5 Comps. 
from Northampton to Warley Common. 


Friday, June 12th. Newport Pagnell. 
13th. Dunstable. 
14th. Halt. 
15th. St. Albans. 
léth. Endfield, Endfield Wash, Waltham Abbey & Waltham 


ross, 
17th. Rumford and Haw Street. 
18th. Halt. 

19th. Warley Common, encamp and remain. 


W.O. 6th June, 1778. | 
BARRINGTON.* 


In accordance with this Order, the regiment, commenced their 
march for Warley Common, near Brentwood, on Thursday and 
Friday, June 11 and 12. 


The whole Corps left the Town with repeated Huzzas, and (what is the 
Glory of Britons!) with Spirits animated to repulfe the Defigns that may be 
formed by the enemies to their King and Country.f 


The foregoing Order of June 6, 1778, is reiterated by an Order 
issued two days later, with the following variations. The First 
Division, which is specified to consist of five companies, was to 
march from Waltham on June 16 to Epping and Ongar, and halt 
there on June 17 and 18, then proceed as before detailed, arriving 
at Warley on June 2. The only variation in the route of the Second 
Division is that they were to halt at Enfield, etc., on June 17 and 18, 
and then proceed as before detailed, arriving at Warley on June 
22, 1778.¢ 

The regiments at this time encamped at Warley Common were 
the 6th, 25th and 6oth of the line; and the following County Militia 
Regiments : 

The East Kent, the East Suffolk, the East Riding of York, the 
North Gloucester, the North Lincoln, the Monmouth, the Northamp- 
ton, the Glamorgan, the Rutland, the Worcester, and the Liverpool 
Volunteers. The whole of the troops being under the supreme com- — 
mand of General Lord Amherst. 

It is interesting to note that the Northamptons, for the first 
time, met at Warley the Rutland Militia, which had been embodied 
nineteen years before, and with whom they were destined eighty-two 
years later to be amalgamated. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson visited this camp as the guest of Captain 
Langton, then in the Lincolnshire Militia, who thus describes John- 
son’s experiences : 


‘‘ It was in the summer of the year 1778, that he complied with my invita- 
tion to come down to the camp at Warley, and he etaid with me about a week : 
the scene appeared, notwithstanding a great degree of ill health that he seemed 
to labour under, to interest and amuse him, as agreeing with the disposition 
that I believe you know he constantly manifested towards inquiring into gub- 


* W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 89. 
ft ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 15, 1778. 
t W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 110. 
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jecta of the military kind. He sate, with a patient degree of attention, to ob- 
serve the proceedings of a regimental court-martial that happened to be called 
in the time of his stay with us; and one night as late as at eleven o’clock, he 
accompanied the major of the regiment in going what are styled the rounds, 
where he might observe the forms of visiting the guards, for the seeing that the 
and their sentries are ready in their duty on their several posts. He too 
occasion to converse at times on military topics, once in particular, that I see 
the mention of, in your ‘ Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,’* which lies open 
before me, as to gunpowder ; which he spoke of to the same effect, in part, that 
you relate. 

‘* On one occasion, when the regiment were going through their exercise, he 
went quite close to the men at one of the extremities of it, and watched all their 
practices attentively; and, when he came away, his remark was: ‘The men 
indeed do load their muskets and fire with wonderful celerity.’ He was like- 
wise particular in requiring to know what was the weight of the musket balls 
0 uses end within what distance they might be expected to take effect when 

red off. 

‘In walking among the tents, and observing the difference between those of 
the officers and private men, he said, that the superiority of accommodation of 
the better conditions of life, to that of the inferior ones, was never exhibited to 
him in so distinct a view. The civilitics paid to him in the camp were, from the 
gentlemen of the Lincolnshire regiment, one of the officers of which accommo- 
dated him with a tent in which he slept; and from General Hall, who vety 
courteously invited him to dine with him, where he appeared to be very well 
pleased with his entertainment and the civilities he received on the part of the 
General; the attention likewise of the General's aide-de-camp, Captain Smith, 
seemed to be very welcome to him, a6 appeared by their engaging in a great 
deal of discourse together. The gentlemen of the East-York regiment likewise, 
on being informed of his coming, solicited his company at dinner, but by that 
time he had fixed his departure, so that he could not comply with the 
invitation.’’ f 


The entries which follow, namely, from June 29, 1778, to Octo- 
ber 20, 1778, inclusive, are taken verbatim from Captain Supple’s 
Company Order Book, now in the possession of Sir Arthur de 
Capell Brooke, Baronet, by whose kind permission we are able to 
reproduce them. 

These Orders give us such a vivid picture of the life of a Militia 
regiment, when on active duty, that no apology is needed for the 
large number of Orders, both General and Regimental, here 
reproduced. 

The first entry relates to the purchase of the Order Book, and it 
is as follows: 


Worley Camp, 29th June, 1778, 
Orderly Book Bought at Brent Wood, 
From Capt. Samwell. 

Price 2s. & 6d. 


Warley Camp, 29th June, 1778. 


Parole is Walgrave. 
Officer for Lieut. Colonel Scean. 
Adgient for the 6 Regiments. 


The Monmouthshire and Rutland Battalions will do Duty in their Line in 


* This docepren of Johnson’s visit to Warley, was written for James Bos- 
well to insert in his ‘‘ Life of Johnson.”’ 


ft ‘‘ The Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D.,’”’ by James Boswell, 1839, Volume 
VII, page 224. 
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Proportion to their Respective Numbers ; the Officers of the Quarter guards are 
esired to be more attentive In paing the Honnors to the General Officers ac- 
cording to their Rank as Spesified in the Orders. 


Regimental Orders. 


The Colonel Orders that an Officer of A company will attend the Morning 
and Evening Roll Calings and Enspect the Messes of their Companys. 


Worley Camp, 30 June, 1778. 


Regimental Orders. All men in the Regiment when they meet an Officer 
are to stop and Face the Officer and pull of thire Hutte. 


Warley Camp, Ist July, 1778. 


General Orders. 


The General having Receiv4. Complaint of much damage being done by 
Young Oakes Alders and Oather Trees Being cutt by som of the Troopes in 
Camp He his much hurt that such a want of Discipline and Disobideance of 
Orders should appeer after the Orders he has guav out, on that head, he aa sent 
his Eady Camp, to, ascertain whether the Complaint was well founded, and 
finds it but Too Just. He theirfore desires the Commanding Officers of Regi- 
ments will be particularly attentive to pang te punishment aney man the may 
find Bringing such Matterals to Camp and Transgressing in such bad and un- 
soldier like manner aney officer his desired to confine aney man of aney Regim*. 
so Offending and Report him to the Commanding Officer He Belongeth to. 


Warley Camp. 
General Orders, 4th July, 1778. 


The worine party at Tilbery to be Relieved Tomorrow by the same nom- 
ber of men Boath with and without Arms as marched of on Wednesday 24 June 
the are to take 4 days Bred and a weeks subsistance with them the wil march 
of at 4 in the morning. 


No Officer to go up to London or be absent one night out of Camp without 
leave first obtained of tle General And the should have the leave of their own 
Commanding Officer when to dine out at any Distance. It his hoped that no 
Officer will apply for leave but uppon the most Appre/sing Ocasion and then 
not without previously obtained the concent of his own Commanding Officer. 


General Orders, Warley Camp. 
5th July, 1778. 


An attempt having been made to Establish a Billiard Table in the Reer of 
the North ied bangs which Colonel Blackwell represented to the General he has 
of Corse forbid it he therefore Recom*. to Commanding Officers of Regimt®. to 
be very carful That nothing of the sort is attempted neer the Camp and that he 
Discorege every means in their power gaming of every sort. 


Warley Camp, 8th July, 1778. 


Regimental Orders. 


The Commanding Officer Orders that the men com properly Dre/fsed to Ex- 
ercize and that the Serj>s. see that their Companys Shoes and Gaiters well 
Blacked hatts well Brushed and tied upp Their Hair his to be Tied Likewise 
the are to be shaved frequently and their Bellts allways cleen, If not the to 
make Reports and the Commanding Officer Orders the shall be punished. 
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Gencral Orders, Warley Camp. 
July 13th, 1778. 


The men of the several Regiments are not to be permitted to Bathe in the 
pone at the end of Lord Peter’s Avenue joyning to the Road leading to the 
amp. 


Warley Camp, 14th July, 1778. 


General Orders. 
Hae the keeping of the Mens skins may be condusive to their Elths the 
may Bath in the Pond which was forbid them yesterday til Bight of tho Clock 
in the morning but not after, 


Warley Camp, 16th July, 1778. 


Regimental] Orders. 


The Commanding Officer Orders that no man of the Regiment shall presume 
to go to Brentwood or out of the Camp without a pafsport will be confined. 

After Orders. The Drums to beat at 5 o’clock tomorrow morning and the 
men to parade for exercise. 

Officers are desired to attend with sash gorgets and Espontoons. 


Warley Camp, July 19th, 1778. 


Regimental Orders. 


Alli non commission officers as well as privts, to have Their side arm on when 
the quit the Camp. 


Warley Camp, 4th August, 1778. 


Regimental Orders. 


The Regt. to be under arms tomorrow morning at 5 o’clock perfectly Clean 
with their arms and accouterments in good order, and the mens Pieces well 
flinted each Grant. and Battalion man to have 30 rounds of powder and the 
Light Comy. 40 each. 


Warley Camp, 5th August, 1778. 


Reg®!, Orders. 


The Non Commisioned Officers are hearby ordered to see their men in their 
Respective Compys. are in Bed Every Night at 10 o’clock. 


Warley Camp, August the 12. 


Gen. Orders. 


The Genl. being informed that the Lights In the Petty Sutling houses® in 
the Rear are not allways put out at the time ordered the Officers of Picquet 
must be ansederable to send thare Patroles more recular and if the Sergants 
of the Rear guard is not more attentive to that order He must be Brought to A 
Court Marshall l’or Disobedence of Orders—aney Petty Sutling houses in wich 
Lights are seen After ten o’clock will with out mercy be putt Down. 


Warley Camp, August 14, 1778. 
G.O. 


A Genl. Court Martial to sit on Monday next at 9 o’clock at the Presi- 
dent’s Tent for the Tryal of such prisoners as may Brought before them, it 
will consist of A President, two Field Officers, and ten Captains from the 4 


* A Sutler was a vendor of provisions and liquor in a camp. 
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Regular Regiments Captain Duscaux of the 6th Regt. will act as Judge Advo- 
cate, the Names and Dates of the Commi/siones of the Officers to compose the 
Court Martial to be sent to Cap Duscaux’s Tent at Troop Beating on sunday 
morning. Also the prisoners Names & Crimes, together with the Names of 
Evidences are to be sent at the same time. 


e a 


Warley Camp, 17th August, 1778. 


G.O. 


The Genl. thinks it Dew to the Officers & men to express his satisfaction 
at the apearence this day of the several Regts. under arms, their steadyness and 
clecness is very much to their credit and exceedingly pleasing to him. 


Warley Camp, August 22, 1778. 


His Majesty having been pleased to approval of the Genl. Court Martial, 
whereof Lt. Colo. Sheme, is president, and to confirm the Sentence, whereby 
the Prisoner Jo*. Young, of Cap». Charltons Compy. of the 79 Regt. was found 
guilty Adjudged to Receive 1000 Lashes on the Bare Back with A cat of Nine 
Tails. But his Majesty is pleased to direct that not more than 500 Lashes shall 
be Inflicted at one Punishm»t, The Commanding Officer will carry the Sen- 
nce = Execution when he thinks proper, aad the said Court Martial is 

esolved. 


Warley Camp, 23rd August, 1778. 


G.O. 

The time aproching for Killing of game the Gen!, thinks it ne/fsary to give 
the strictest of orders upon that head both of Officers and men that they do 
not on aney account leave the Camp to go a shooting setting or on any other 
manner to Destroy the Game without being properly impourd in the manner 
esubscribed in the 50 artickle of the Act of Parliament for punishing Munity 
and Desertion and for the better payment of the Army and their Quarters. 


Under the date August 27, 1778, there are elaborate orders as 
to the drill of the regiment, and the position of the officers, which, 
though too long to quote, are of much interest. 

Then follow orders with respect to certain bad copper money, 
which had been introduced into the camp. 


Warley Camp, September 3, 1778. 
R.O. | 


The Regt. to be under arms tomorrow morning at Half past seven o’clock 
with thare arms &c., in a most perfect good order to be revewed By Genl. Per- 
eon Offer and men to be in short gaters with white stockings Colo. Maunsell is 
sory to be under the Nefsesety o eae his order Respecting An Off", of 
each Compy Enspccting the Regularity of the mens me/fsing which he hopes in 
futer will be Better atended too. 


Warley Camp, 
Sept. 4th, 1778. 


Regt. Orders. 


After Orders. Several men of the 6th Regt. having been taken up for 
being out of ap and out during the Night the Pequets were ordered out For 
the Purpose of that Discovery they have been since tried and mostly Found 
Guilty and have been adjuged Diferent Punishment but in Particular Towns- 
head for stealing a Pig and a shoulder of veal has been sentenced to Receive 8 
hundred Lashes. The Genl. thinks the Punishment for such Nortoroush ofences 


22 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


Can not Be made too publick orders the Pequets to be under arms tomorrow 
morning at 7 o'clock at the head of the 6th Regt. that they may see the punish- 
ments and inform thare several Regts. the severity of it wich none in futer will 
Escape who shall be found guilty of such Disobedince of orders, and want of 
Discipline The Genl. intends frequently to folow the samo method of Discovery 
and To take other means of Bringing such Offenders to Justice and whenever 
the Civel Power can inflict a severer Puneshment than the Military the of- 
fenders will be Imedetely delevered over to it. He orders not more than 4 
hundred Be inflected at one time these orders to be Read at Roll Calling to the 
men By an officer of A Compy. 


Warley Camp, 
Sept. 5, 1778. 


His Majesty having been informed that Jos. Young of the 79th Regt. sen- 
tanced by a Genl. Court Marshal on the 18 of last month to Receive a thousand 
Lashes for defertion has allready had a moiety of his punishment is Pleased out 
of regard to his youth and unexperience to remit the remainder of his punesh- 
ment trusting that this mark of his Leinety may have a proper Effect upon his 
futur conduct. 


Warley Camp, 
Tuesday, Sep. 15th, 1778. 


Genl. Orders, 


Id. Amherst has signifyed to Lt. Gen. Pearson of his Intension of Re- 
vewing this Camp on Munday next in order to sce what the troops mean to 
perform when his Majesty thinks proper to honner them with his presence the 
Genl. desires the Comanding Officer will take care to have everything in the 
best order and to see that their is no Definces of the apartements of a Soldier 
compleatly acutered in order to be Revew’d. 


Warley Camp, 
Monday the 21st Sept?., 1778. 


Genl. Orders. 


Genl. Ld. Amherst has seen with much Pleasure theGreat improvement the 
troops have made During the time they have Been in Camp of wich he Desires 
the Offrs. and men may be acquanted as he perceives that thare Discipline and 
Good order and Regularity is hily commendable. 


Warley Camp, 
Sep. 28, 1778. 


Genl. Orders. 


The Genl. thinks it proper to expre/s his Sattisfaction at the apearence 
and eteadenc/s of the troops to Day wich Did not fail of giveing Content to 
and meeting with the aprobation of everybody present. 


Warley Camp, 
October 17, 1778. 


Genl. Orders. 


Several holly trees haveing been cnt downe In Ld. Petre ground and 
particklar near his kitchen garding it is the Genl*. Order that no hollys be cut 
for the Future on any pretence. 


A notorial Robery haveing been comited Last night By 4 men in Soldiers 
Drefs on the Road Between Brook Street and Upminster Comman who took 
a poket Book from a reputeable farmer containing several Bank notes to the 
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amount of one hundred and 1 pounds And used him Besides very ill the Com- 
manding Offre. of Regts. and Compi¢* are ordered to use Eavery means to make 
the Discovery of the same, to observe If any of thare men have more money 
than usual or should offer any Bank Notes to change. 


e se s e e cd e e e e 


In the Orders of September 30, 1778, a statement is made that 
—‘ The King is Expected to visit this Camp the Beginning of Next 
week.” 

After this the Orders every day have reference to this great 
event, and many preparations were made. One day there is a note 


that: 


‘‘The Commanding Offrs. of Regts will be attentive to apear as strong 
under arms as Posoble when the King Revewes.”’ 


A few days later: 


‘The Gd. at Little Warley to furnish Centry on the Building Erected on 
Little Warley Common for the purpose the Queens seeing the ingagement.”’ 


Then on October 6 it was ordered that: 


A man Pr. Compy. to parade tomorrw morning at 6 oclock as a working 
party with 2 Sub™* to Enspect them half is to be implyed in Leveling the ruts 
and making the road good to Little Warley Com». for the pafsage of the Queens 
Coach also in opening a pafsage for the King to see the Atact of the Light 
infentry the pafsage to be made will be pointed out by 1 of Gen!. Pearson’s 
Edecamps. As the Queens Coach will proberly drive through the officers streets 
the other half will be Implyed in Cleaning the pafsage at the End of the streets 
that hir coach may meet with no Obstruction afterward. 


Three days later most elaborate orders were issued for the 
manceuvres which were practised several times, though somewhat in- 
terrupted by rain, of which there appears to have been a good deal. 

Notwithstanding the Orders of September 30, the army waited 
until October 19 before hearing the actual time of the Royal visit 
to the camp. That day, however, the parole was “King George,” 
and the final arrangements were made for the review next day. 

The Orders of the 19th give the following programme of Their 
Majesties’ inspection of the troops: 


General] Order by Ld. Amherst. 


the Line will be under arms to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock Ready formed 
in the same manner as at Ld. Amhurst’s Revew in order to be Revewed by their 
Majesties, the same fireings will be performed as then and the same signals Re- 
membering that the first signals in the fireing is for the Batalion guns, the 
Manual Exercise will not be performed. The staff must be present drawn up 
as then Directed on the Right of the Battalion & must march by. The Com- 
manding Officers of Regts. haveing pd. their Salutes in marching to both the 
King and Queen, will then come back to give their Returns to his Majesty and 
then Regain the head of their Batalions. . . the performance on the hill being 
over, and the Few de joy fired, those Officers who have not had the honner of 
being presented to their Majesties will be Enterduced to them by Regts. Near 
the Queens stand, the Commanding Officers giveing their Names to the Ede- 
camp who presents them; the whole Line will then march home in 8 colloms 
as has been Directed—the Reserve to have 36 Rounds. 
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R.0. 


_ The Regt. to be under arms to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock perfectly clean 
in every Respect ; Each man to have 36 Rounds of powder, the officers and men 
to be in Long gators—it is expected that Dew obedience shall be paid to the 
Genl. Orders of this Day. 


Warley Camp, Oct. 20, 1778. 
G.Os. 


The King has been graciously Pleased to Exprefs his great Satisfaction 
with the appearance Discipline & good order of the Regiments and Likewise of 
every Part of the Mancuvers His Majesty has seen this day, the King has or- 
dered Genl. Ld. Amhurst to Signify his Majesty’s approbation to the Offrs. and 
men of the Royal Artillery and the Regts. in Camp. 


Light Infy. 6th Regt. 79th N. Gloucester and N. Lincoln to march of at 
8 o’clock Precisley to Line the Street of Brentwood in the same manner as was 
done yesterday and to be under the command of a Major Genl. 

A Gd. from the 25 Regts. consisting of 1 Captain 2 Subs. 4 Sergts. 4 Corp. 
2 Drumrs. and 100 Private Men whereof 24 are to be grenadrs, to be at Lord 
Peters House tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock as a guard upon His Majesty. 


' (The end of the Order Book.) 


This Order Book, with its minute and interesting information 
concerning the military life of the day, now comes to an end; and 
we hear nothing more of the Militia for three weeks, during which 
time they were still in camp. 

Early in November, however, Orders were received from the 
War Office for the regiment to march to their winter quarters, where 
the various companies were posted in the towns and villages men- 
tioned in the Orders, and we may presume that they were in billets. 

This Order is as follows: 


Ist Division Compys. It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northampton- 
4 Barnet Hadley & shire Regiment of Militia under your command 
Kits End. to march from the place of Encampment in 2 
Whetstone. Divisions according to the Routes annexed to 
the Places mentioned in the Margin hereof, 
2nd Division. where thev are to be wherein &c quartered and 
2 Endfield & Endfield remain until further Order wherein &c. Given 
Wash &ce. This 4th day of November 1778. 
2 Waltham Abbey & BARRINGTON. 


Waltham Cross. 
Cheshunt & Ches- 
hunt St. 


10 


Lieut. Genl. Peirson, 
&c., &c., &e. 


Warley Camp. 


Route for the Ist Division consisting of 5 Compys. of the Northampton- 
shire Militia from Warley Camp to Barnet &c. 


Monday, 9th Novmr. Bow Stratford & Ilford. 
Tuesday, 10th Novmr. 4 Barnet Hadley & Kits End. 
1 Whetstone and remain. 
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Route for the 2d Division consisting of 5 Compys. of the Northamptonshire 
Regt. of Militia from Warley Camp to Endfield ee 


Monday 9th Nov. 2 Endfield and Endfield Wash and remain. 
2 Waltham Abbey and Waltham Cross and remain. 
1 Cheshunt and Cheshunt Street and remain.* 


mee be oe 


Monthly return of the Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia 
commanded by the Right Honble. the Earl of Sussex, January 1, 


1779. 


Ten Companics. 


Colonel the Earl] of Sussex’s. 
Lieut. Colonel Thomas Cecil Maunsell’s. 
Major Richard Kent. 
William Robinson’s. 
Grey Husilrige’s. 
; Lord Compton’s 
Captains. Earl of Westmorland’s. 
Earl] Fitzwilliam’s. 
Lord Althorp’s. 
Richard Brooke Supple. 


Present 
1 Lieut. Colonel. 1 Mate. 
1 Major. 30 Serjeante. 
3 Captains. 30 Drummers and Fifers. 
6 Lieutenants. 502 Rank and File. 
5 Ensigns. 30 Sick in Quarters. 
1 Adjutant. 7 on Command. 
1 Quarter Master. 43 on Furlow. 
1 Surgeon, 
Absent. 
The Earl of Sussex. 
Captain Lord Compton. Lieut. Daffy. 
»» Karl af Westmorland. », Allen, 
» Karl Fitawilliam. >»  Isted. 
»» Lord Althorp. », Thong. 
», Lord St. John. Ensign Cooper. 
Lieut. Tryon. »  Thong.t 


The War Office made an Order January 30, 1779, for four com- 
panies to march to Barnet, Hadley and Kits End, two to Highgate, 
two to Hampstead, and one to Chipping Barnet.f 

A party consisting of one subaltern, non-commissioned officers, 
and twenty privates, were ordered to march, early in February, from 
Barnet to Tottenham, where they were to be quartered. § 

This party remained at Tottenham a week, and was then or- 
dered to march to Endfield, to assist the civil magistrates on their 
requisition in putting the Impress Act into operation.|| 


* W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 235. 
t W.O. 17, No. 956. 
t W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 308. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 315. 
| W.0O. 5, No. 96, p. 2. 
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On March 1, 1779, an Order was sent to the commanding officer 
at Barnet to relieve the detachments at Hampstead, Highgate, etc., 
and the party at Endfield with other detachments of equal numbers.* 

An Order dated March 15, 1779, was sent to Lieut.-Colonel 
T. C. Maunsell at Thorpe Malsor, to quarter the newly enrolled men, 
where he should think proper in the county, with a view to their 
joining their regiment.t 

Five days later an Order was sent to the commanding officer, 
at Barnet, to make up a party to march to Northampton, by the 
shortest and most convenient route, and conduct the recruits to 
Barnet to join the regiment.} 

The following advertisement for volunteers for the Militia, was 
inserted twice in the local paper. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 


A number of Volunteers are wanted immediately to fill ap the Vacancies. 
Any clever single Lad; measuring five feet five inches, or upwards without 
Shoes, and under thirty years of age, straight, well-made, free from any blem- 
ish or defect in his person and who bears a good character in the neighbour- 
hood, will meet with extraordinary encouragement, by applying to Lieutenant 
Colonel Maunsell, at Thorpe, near Kettering; Mr. Morgan, Clerk of the Peace 
in Northampton, or to any of the Serjeants or Corporals of the said Regiment, 
at Northampton or Kettering.§ 


Early in June the route arrived at Barnet for the summer en- 
campment of the regiment. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia 
under Y. C. to march from their present Quarters according to the Route an- 
nexed to Cox Heath, where they are to encamp and remain until further Order. 


This lst day of June 1779. 
C. Jenkinson. 


Officer Command the Northamptonshire Militia, at Barnet. 


Route for ditto from Barnett &c., to Cox Heath. 


Friday 4th June. Greenwich, Blackheath, Deptford, New Cross and Ham- 
let of Hatcham. 
5. 3 Dartford, Crayford, Bexley and Willing. 


6. - Halt 
G ‘6 Rochester, Stroud, Finsbury, Chatham and Brompton. 
8. PP Encamp on Cox Heath and remain.|| 


The line regiments in brigade at Coxheath Camp at this time 
were the 6th, 14th, soth, 65th and 69th; and the Militia regiments 
were the Anglesea, Buckinghamshire, East Devonshire, Lincolnshire, 


* W.0. 5, No. 96, p. 3. 
¢ W.O. 5, No. 95, p. 318. 
t W.0. 5, No. 96, p. 17. 
§ “Northampton Mercury,” April 10 and May 12, 1779. 
| W.O. 5, No. 96, p. 109. 


q Cox Heath is an elevated plain, three miles in length, and about a 
mile in width, situated three south-east of Maidstone, and was frequently 
used as a camp for troops. In 1778 it is reported that 15,000 were encamped 
on the heath. 
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Gloucestershire, Monmouthshire, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, Somer- 
setshire, East Suffolk, Warwickshire, North Yorkshire and Yorkshire. 
On August 5, an Order was sent to the officer commanding the 
recruits at Northampton, for such recruits to march to Coxheath, 
and join their regiment.* 
The following news letter speaks in high terms of the discipline 
and soldierly bearing of the Northamptons. 


Extract of a Letter from Cox Heath, Aug. 11, 1779. 


The Northampton Militia was reviewed here this morning, and exhibited 
before a numerous Concourse of Nobility, Gentry, and others, a very uncom- 
mon degree of perfection in their several Mancuvres and Firings. Their Merit 
indeed was so conspicuous that the Generel expressed his Approbation in a 
very emphatical Manner, and observed ‘‘ that there need be no Metter.” Even 
the Martinets, who, like the literary Critics give most attention in discovering 
blemishes, were obliged to aeknowled ze that few Regular Regiments excel them 
in Expertness, Steadiness, and Order, it would have been more agreeable to 
Truth to have observed that few are their equals. This Corps has Peculiarities 
that admit of some pleasing reflexion to a Patriotic Mind. It is distinguish 
for a number of young Noblemen, who by relinquishing with Spirit, the Pre- 
eminence and enjoyments of Birth and Fortune, for the Restrictions of Mili- 
tary Duty, and the common fare and contingencies of War, give great reason 
to suppose, that Public Virtue begins to have a proper influence, and may 
soon banish the luxury and dissipation, which have long relaxed the sinews of 
our Constitution and pervaded all ranks, especially the Great. This Corps at 
least, may be allowed with great Justice to be such a glorious example of Imi- 
tation, as should extinguish the Heat of Party, and inspire an universal glow 
of National Spirit.t 


The battalion was increased to twelve companies after Sep- 


tember 1, 1770. 

The entries which follow, from September 3, 1779, to October 
20, 1779, inclusive, are reoroduced from Lieut.-Colonel Maunsell’s 
Company Order Book, now in the possession of Major C. J. C. 
Maunsell. 


Lieut. Col. Maunsell’s Orderly Book. 
Genl. Orders. Cox Heath, 
3rd September 1779. 


Parole—Barnard. 
Countersign—Chesterford. 


For the day. Major Genl. Hall. 
Major of Brigade Brown. 
Adjutant for the Day. 50th. 
Colonel for the Picquet. Col. Maister. — 
‘ Right Wing Major Nevill. 
Field Officers. {tate Wing Major Bowes. 
Generals Guard Bac baat! ee] ; 
‘ ight Wing: Northampton, 
Magazine Guards. Lett Wing: Lincoln. 
R.W. Norfolk. 
Gt. Peirson. 
Orderly Ser; L.W. Norfolk, 65th. 
rderly Serjeants. 11t. Gen. Frazor. L.W. Norfolk, G9th. 
3 Gen. Morris. I..W. Norfolk, 50th. 
M. Gen. Hall. Warwick. 


a re 


* W.O. 5, No. 96, p. 235. 
t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,” August 23, 1779, 
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The Regts. having now fired very often with Powder must use it as seldom 
as they conveniently can, by having them out every morning with their 
Officers and attending Particularly to their Loading motiones and levelling 
and using Powder only occasionelly they will equaly improve without making 
so great a Consumption. 


Brigade Orders. R. Wing. 
The fifth Brigade to be under arms tomw morning at 6 o’clock on their 

own Parades. Majr Brigade Fish will conduct them to their ground, 

Detail out guards. 

Northampton 1 Sergt. 1 Corpl. 5 Privts. 


R. O04. 


The Regt. to under arms tomorrow morning at half past 5 o’clock. Picquct 
this evening Licut. Allen. Quarter guard Lieut. Thong. 


4 Sept. 1779. 


_The Regt. to parade for Divine Service at Eleven o’clock tomorrow in 
their Coats and Hatts. 


9th Sept. 1779. 


General Orders. 


It is Recommended to the Officers of the Piquete when they go thcire 
Rounds in Dark nights to take a Lanthorn with them but thire is no absolute 
necessity for it as all Guards should be sufistiently alert to chanelg and turn 
out on the aproch of aney Number of Men for 1f an Enemy meaning to 
sorprise a guard will scarely have a Light with them, | 


So little Disposition Towards Play, as appeared in this Camp that the 
[General] almost thinks 1t unnecessary to mention aney thing Relative to it in 
orders but as nothing can be so Fattal either to Officers or men or so unpleasin 
to the Soverain or Commander of the forces he thinks it his duty to Recommen 
it in the strongest manner to Commanding Offers. of Regts. to Discountanance 
it by every means, In thire Power and to be attentive that nothing of the sort 
is atempted in or near the Camp. 

If they heare of its being admited in anev of thire Petty Suttlers houses 
they will Imeadeatly order them to be Pulled down an if aney houses or Boothis 
out of the Juesdiction of the Camp To inform against them at Head Quarters 
that application may Imeadecatly be made to the Civil Power to take awey 
thire Licence. 


" Oth, Sept. 1779. 


The Regt. to be out tomorrow morning at 7 o’clock with wooden Drivers 
in thire Pices. 


10th, Sept. 1779. 


The Capts. and Subalterns upon Piquete on the diffcrent Regts. will not 
appear on the Assembly Room but remain with Regts. in Camp they will observe 
to send thire Paroles Regularley before 9 o’clock tell Day Break Both in front 
and Rear of thire Incampments. 


R. Orders. 


The Commanding Officer Flatters himself that at a time when the enemy 
where on the Coast and the Service of Every Soldier was so Necessary for the 
Defence of its Countrey, that the men of the Northampton Regt. would have 
paid such Atention to the Preservation of thire helth as to have Answered 
the Expectation of thire Couutrey and have Done honnour to the Country 
they Belong to. 
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If called on to Repell the Enemy Insted of wich he with great concerm 
Perceives by the Surgeons Report that the number of ..... Complaints have 
Increast in Each Compy. to a Shamfull Degree within these 10 Days Past. 
The men are therefore to be informed That from this Day the Punishment 
formerly ordered by the Surgeon For sick men cured of the...... Complaint 
will be most strictly Inflicted. Besides having his name particularly markt in 
the Regimental Book as a Soldier who seeks for an Exques to avoid his Duty 
at a time when it is Posable he may be calld on to face the Enemy of 
his Countrey. ; 

‘5 . Disgrace which a Soldier of Spirit ought shourley to think worse than 
eath. 


id e 


11 Sept. 1779. 


_ It having been observed that the men Frequently ware their Coats at 
Night it is Therefore the Commanding Offrs. Orders that no man ware is Coat 
unles orderd so to do. 


12th Sept. 1779. 
The Genl. purposes to sce the Regts. in this Camp on Wednesday 15th at 
8 o’clock In manner following. 
The Rutland drawn up on the Right of the Artillery, The Carnarvan & 
Anglesea on the Left of it. The Corps of Grenadiers will occupy the ground 
in front of the Incampment of the Rects facing the same way. 


Then follow detailed orders as to the formation of the troops 
for Lord Amherst’s Review, which are too long to reproduce. 


Regimental Orders. 


The Commanding Offr. Orders that no man go into any hopp ground 
whatever. 


e e e e e e ® e e 


14 Sept. 1779. 
The mens Tents to be frequently searched and if any Nuts found their 

to be made away with the exorabent use of which probably brought on with 

an hugly Fevver. 

The use of Vinegar is recommended whic is good to prevent jnfection. 


15th Sept. 1779. 


The Genl. thinks he has mnch Reason to be sattesfied with the Appearance 
and Atension of the Troops Considdering it was the first practise. Their is 
room for improvement in many of the Offrs. Salute. 


e 


Sept. 21st, 1779. 
R. Orders, 


The Regt. to be under Arms tomorrow morning at half past 8 o’clock jn 
their New Coats and hatts Extreamly Clean and their arms well flinted. 


25th of Sept. 1779. 


The Northampton Dorset & Monmouth Regts having signified their Desire 
to go out some Day with the Graneders and Light Infantrey Lieut. Gen. Peir- 
son asents to thire going out tomorrow, when they will Receive thire orders 
from Lieut. Genl. Fraser. 


R. Orders. 


All the Offrs. belonging to the Regimental mess to meet Lieut. Col. Maun- 
eell Tomorrow at his tent Emedeatly after the Regt. is Dismist. 


e e e e e 
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3 OctoF. 1779. 


_ The Deputy Lieutenants having with His Majesty’s Approbation [ap- 

baa Ensign the Earl of Radnor to be Captain of a Volunteer Company to 

e attached to the Northampton Militia to march on Tuesday morning for 
Northampton where they receive orders from Major Hunt or Lieut. Isted. 


__ At the same time an Order was sent from the War Office to Northamptoa 
with the route for this newly raised Company.* 


e @ e e e e 


8th October 1779. 


_ The Armey made that appearance this morning That could not fail of 
giving General Satisfaction. 
Oct. 10th, 1779. 


If any Shelter against the Weather is thonght necefsary at the Quarter 
Guards by the Commanding Officers of Regiments it must be so constructed 
as to be removable in the morning. Those Regiments that may already have 
anything fixed may keep it til they can van other protection, but it then 
must be removed as not ouly destroying the regularity of the Front, but ob- 
ftructing the Brigades or Regiments in any Manceuvre they may have to per- 
form. They will always cause them to be removed and put out of the Way by 
eight in the morning. What has been made use of by the Quarter Guard of 
the Monmouth scems the best calculated for the purpose. 


October 13, 1779. 
R.O, 


The Regt. to be under Arms Tomorrow Morning at 8 o’clock. The men 
are upon no account to wear Buckles in thire Kneebands of their new Briches. 


15t®, Octo’. 1779. 


Lord Amherst has been Pleased to order that from tomorrow the 16th Inst., 
Half a Ration or six pound of Wood be Delivered in addition to the Present 
Quntity to all the Troops, which additional allowance is to continue as Lon 
as the Troon shall remain incamped. Information having been given at Hea 
Quarters that the Soldiers go from their Quarter and Rearguards in Quest if 
Dry Wood to add to their Fires & some have been Mischievous cnough, not only 
to Break down fences, but even to take gaites for that Purpose. The Officers 
and Serjeants of the Gds. are ordered to be Particularly carefull to Prevent 
such irregular Practices. 


October 17th, 1779. 


Lieut. Genl. Pearson being informed that some of the Regiments in this 
Camp make frequent Hallowing, and Shoutings in their Streets to the great 
Indecencey and Annoyance of the Camp. He thinks it necefsary to observe 
that no conduct can be more unsoldierlike nor shew a greater want of real 
discipline and He desires all Commanding Officers of Regiments to cause such 
royateous behavour to be severely punished. Quite and order is the first proof 
of a good Soldier and good Diecplin in a Regiment which it is their Duty of 
every Commanding Officer and every Ojficer in general to inculcate and sce 
rigidly observed. 

The Orderly Hour for the future will be at 11 o’clock. 


20th Oct. 1779. 


It being eaid that some Soldiers in this Camp having been Defparate 
enouch to Maraude with thire Arms the Genl. Orders the Commanding Officers 
to make it known to them whatever Soldier taken in Arms after Retrait Beat- 
ing will suffer by a general Court Martial. They Officers and men of the Qr. 
Guard must be answerable that such Eregularitys are not Commited. 


(The end of the Order Book.) 


* W.O. 5, No. 96, p. 283. 
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At that time further steps were taken to obtain volunteer re- 
cruits, and an advertisement was put in the “Northampton Mer- 
cury”” of October 18, 1779, asking “ The Noble Spirited Young Men, 
who are willing and desirous of Inlisting in the Northamptonshire 
Militia,” to come forward, and offering a Bounty of Ten Guineas for 
each such young man. 


The entries from October 25 to November 28, 1779, are from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell’s Second Order Book. 


Coxheath, 
25, Oct. 1779. 
R.O. 


An Exact Return to be given in tomorrow to the Commanding Offr. of the 
Regt. signed by an Officer of each Company of the State of thire fire locks 
Bayanets, Bayanet Scarberts Pouches with Shouder Beltts and Slings under 
the following heads. . 

Servisable. 
Unfervisable. 

Wanti[ng with the Reason for being so,] the men to ware thire red Coats 
until further orders and white Jackets after being Properly mended are to be 
taken into the Store with thire names of each man each belong to be distinctly 
marked on them. 

The mens Caps to be cleaned and mended up jmmedeately. 

The Buckles of the Bayanet Belts to be always worn in a fixed Pofition 
agreable to the form given to each Compy. by the Sergt, Major. 


%th, Oct. 1779. 


It having been Reprefented at Head Quarters that thire is Been one or 
more mad Dogs in Camp; thous Offrs. or men whose Dogs have been Bitt are 
De/fired to ty them up with Caire till it appears wether they have been Effected. 


2nd November, 1779. 
R. Orders. 


That they Difcriptive Rolls of the Regiment may be always kept with the 
utmo/t Exactnefs each Compy. is Emedently to make out one Agreeable to 
the form this Day given to the Orderly Sergts by the Agt. to whom an Exact 
Coppy of each Roll is to be given at Orderley time on thurfday next, that he 
may make out from them a general Difcriptive Roll of the Regiment to which 
they Companys may occasionaly Refer from time to time. 

Captains the Earl of We/tmorland and Lord Althorp having been Pleased 
to give a Pair of Short Gaiters to Every Private Soldier in the Ten Compys 
they will given out this Day to the Efective men of each Compy. 


> e 


Nov. 4, 1779. 


Complaint having been made at Head Quarters that the Soldiers make a 
practice of stealing Hop Poles notwithstanding repeated orders on that head 
all Officers in general particularly thous on the Quarter guards are ordered 
to be very Vigilant In Preventing such Iregular Practices. 


R.O. 


The Buttons of the Mens Coats waistcoats and Briches to be cleaned Im- 
medeatly and be always kept remarkabley bright as nothing will set off the 
app ene of the Cloathes so much as the Buttons being always kept in that 

ndition. 
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5 Nov. 1779. 
R.O. 


The Commanding Officers of Compys will take most effectual means for 
having thire men Cured of the Itch as soon as Pofable, the Experience of the 
La/t winter having proved how Difficult it is to have it Eridecated from the 
Regiment in Quarters. 


7th Nov. 1779. 


The Enemys being under/tood Being at Sea may Occasion a Sudden Move- 
ment to this Army the Commanding Offrs. of Rezts. will therefore Se the Sulks 
and Sods Straps &c., of thire Refpective Regts are all in Proper Repair, they 
will therefore be anfwerable that the No. of horses Required for Speed & Com- 
pleat Removal are Efective with thire Regts. and in case of aney Dificiency by 
aney Acedent that they may be Inftantly Replact. 


R.O. 


Lord Su/fsex Desires that no applycations be made for Forlowa on aney 
account as he is Determined to grant none Untill the Regts marches Into Win- 
ters Quarters. 


ed 


Nov. 9, 1779. 


Some Accidence Having Lately Hapned of some dogs Being Bitt as also a 
soldier of the North Gloucestor Being Bitt By a dog supose to be Mad the Genl., 
is under a nessity of Repeatin this Order on that Subject. On the 26 of Oct. 
an Order all Dog to Be tyed up that Have mit with any Accident of that kind 
on that their Master ave to keep them confined in their Tent as much as pos- 
sible when they are not out with them. 


12th. Nov. 1779. 


The Regiments are accountable for what the receive and the Beding being 
only given for the companies they are not on any pretence whatever To make 
use of it in their Winter Quarters. Each set of Beding consets of Peles a 
Bolster case one Couarlid 2 Blankets and 3 sheets. 

The Commanding Officers, The 2 Compys of the Rutland Battalion being 
Intituled by Act of Parliament to the Rank of Major Capt. Borton Command- 
ing the said Corps on the Refignation of the Earl of Winchelsea is to act 
accordingly as Major in the Line. 


On November 19, 1779, preparations were made for breaking 
up the camp, and elaborate orders were issued as to the manner in 
which the several regiments were to march, with their battalion guns, 
and the number of rounds of shot and grape they were to carry. 
The men were warned to be of good behaviour, and the following 
order was made: 


When the Regments are ordered to march the Soldiers are upon no ac- 
count to set fire to their Huts or Straw wich the Commanding Offr. will take 
every means to Prevent as nothing shews more want of Discipline or order in 
Troops. If any Regt in Camp have any Ball Cartridges the will Report the 
Numbr. to Lt. Col. Heslock that he may either receive them at the Park or 
make up the No. to 60 Rounds per man complete. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COX-HEATH, NOV. 20, 1779. 


This Day the Camp began to break up, and the Routo, as delivered out 
from the War-Office for the Winter Cantonments is as under-mentioned. The 
Hee ments will quit the ground on the Days /pccified, and march to the Places 
mentioned. 
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Monpay. 


6th Regiment, Dover-Ca/tle and Town. 
EBa/ft York, City of York. 

Ea/ft Norfolk, Yarmouth. 

North Lincoln, Hull. 

Dorset, Dorche/ter. 

Rutland and Carnarvon, Maid/tone. 


- Tur/pay. 


EKaft Suffolk, Leo/toff and Towns adjacent. 
Anglefea, Anglefea. 
Monmouth, Tedbury. 


WEDNE/DAY. 


65th Regiment, Sandwich and Deal. 
Somerfet, Newbery and Reading. 
Bucks, Banbury and Wood/tock. 
Thur/day is always a Day of Re/t for the Army. 


FRIDAY. 


14th Regiment, Rye, Ha/tings, &c. 
Northampton, Buckingham, Aylefbury, &c. 


SaTurpayY. 
69th Regiment, Dorking and Ryegate. 


Monpay, 29. 


North York, Greenwich, &c. 
Faft Devon, Sevenoaks. 
North Gloucefter, Dartford. 
50th Regiment, Maid/tone. 


‘The Artillery Park will move off by Degrees, and the Battalion Guns 
and Waggons will go with their own Regiment. The Whole of the Artillery 
Officers are quartered at Woolwich.* 


To return to our Order Book. 


Nov. 22nd, 1779. 
Regimental Orders. 


It is the Commanding Officer’s Order that the Officers Commanding Compys 
Do Account with thire men for Poundege Due to them Up to the 24th of last 
June & such Compys that have not within the month accounted with the men 
for thire Areas & other Stoppeves are to settle with them before they march 
[out] of Camp. 

The Men are to be Informed that the Countie of Su/fsex as Been Pleased 
to make them a Present of the Woollen Glous Lately Delivered to them As 
the men seem Desirous of Careing thire Red Coats On thire Haver/facks to 
them in Readine/fe for a change in case of wett Weather the Commanding Off- 
cer permits them go todo. 15 Men Pr. Compy. instead of 10 will be Permited 
to go on Forlow when the Regt. arives in Winter Quarters that they may 
have the speedest Opportunity of seeing theire friends and that the time of 
Absence may be changed to 28 days Caire being taken by the Commanding 
pe to Stop half thire Pay whilst on Forlow As Ordered In Last Winters 

uarters. 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ November 29, 1779. 
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23rd Nov. 1779. 
Regimental Orders. 


As it is Probable his Majesty will see the Regt. on its march through Lon- 
don the men mu/t have clean and good white thred Stockings to whare on that 
day and all thire Appointments mu/t before the March be Put into the Be/t 
condition the Officers will march in Leart hats scarlit stocks and all thire Ap- 
pointments Perfectly Exact. 


In the meantime the following order from the War Office was 
received at Cox Heath, for the departure of the regiment to their 
winter quarters in Buckinghamshire. 


canbe: It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire Regt. 
2 Aylesbury. of Mila. under y.c. to March from the place of Encamp- 
3 Buckingham. ment er eaaehareg, Pee the Routes annexed to the places men- 
3 Amersham tioned in the Margin hereof. This 22d. day of Novemr 
Chesham & 1779. 
Missendens. 
3 High & West 

Wycombs. 


11 
C. Jenkinson. 
Lieut. Genl. Peirson, 
or Offr. Comds. &c. 
Cox Heath. 


Route for the Northamptonshire Militia from the Camp at Coxheath to 
Buckingham, &c. 


Ist Div. 5 Cos. 2d Div. 6 Cos. 
f ee PN | Finsbury Bde 
. ‘insbury, Chatham ‘insbury atham, 
Friday, Nov. 26th. \eaeen & Brompton & Gillingham. 
|Darttend, ford Dartford, Crayford 
artford, Crayford, artiord, Crayfor 
Saturday 27 | Bexley & Wellen. poste & Wellen. ” 
Sunday 28. Halt. Halt. 
Monday 29 Greenwich, Deptford, Greenwich, Deptford, 
ORCBy <v- & einige er iia - me os. 
cton, Ealing ulham, Putney, 
Tuesday 30. Hats & Brenford. Hammersmith & Cheswick. 
Seeneecay ’ Uxbridge & Hillingdon. Halt. 
Thursday 2d. Halt. Halt. re 
Weide $a Amersham, _ Uxbridge & Hillingdon. 
Masy va. ee & es, (3A ‘ 
ylesbury where mersham, 
Saturday 4th. 2 Cos. are to remain. Chesham, &c. 


Missendens & remain 
3 High & West 
Wyccombe and remain, 
5th. 3 Halt. 
6. 3 Buckingham and remain.* 


On the receipt of this Order, the following Regimental Order 
was at once issued. 


* W.O., 5, No. 96, p. 305. 
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25th Nov. 1779. 
Regimental Orders. 


The Troop to Beat to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock the Assembley half an 
hour After and the Reet to be formed on the Parade Ready for marching 
Prefisely at 9 o'clock. The Regt. to march from the Right in 2 Ranks in the 
following order A Sergt. and 12 Light Infantry Advanet about 1 lundred 
Paceee from the Battalion Poyaners—field Pieces and Amunition Waggon 
escorted by a Sergt. and 12 men Pliattone of Granadiers Mufeck and Drums 
Ld. Compton’s Compy. Ld. Fitawilliams Ld. Althorps Lieut Col. Maun/ells 
Mr Kents Lord Sussexes Capt. Supples Lord Westmorlands—Pattone of Gran- 
adier Light Infantry—The Regt. to form Every Day in the Above Marchin 
Order in short gaiters Red Coate and hate the men to carey thire jackets an 
es to change thire Cloaths In case of wet wether A Sub 1 Sergt. 1 Corpl. 
and 22 men for the Baggage Guard tomorrow who are to be the sobberst men 
In each ony and who can bemo/t Depended on By thire Offrs. Lt. Bringer 
the Baggade Gd. tomorrow. On ting the troop tomorrow morning the Sen- 
treys round the Regt. are to be taken off and the Qr. and Rear Guards are to 
joine thire Compys At 7 o’clock tomorrow morning on Beating a Long Roll the 
tents are to be Struk and thous of each Compy. with thire tent Polls Bell Tents 
and Be/t Blanket Pr. tent to be in Readyne/s to Diliver to a waggon which will 
be Provided to carey them to Maidstone—tlie general good Behaviour of the 
Northampton Regt. During the Camppaine gives the Commanding Officer 
Every Reason to be Sertain that the men will not now Disgrace them/felvs by 
Burning huts Drunkenne/s or aney kind of Eregularety which ma eprive 
them of the Honour Required By thire former good behaveour. - Radnors | 
Compy will be In Redine/s to joine the Regt on its march throw Maidstone 
and will form in the Rear of the Light Infantry the Offr. Commanding that 
Comp: will order the troop to Beat at half pa/ft 8 in the morning and tha 
asembly at 9; he will soaueiny the Commanding Officer of the troops at Maid- 
stone of the march of Ld. Radnors Compy and his Intention to Beat the troop 
and afsembley in the morning the men of Lord Radnors Compy are to be In- 
formed & are to understand that whilst they continue as a Part of the North- 
ampton/fhire Militia they are subject to be Exchanged from 1 Compy. to another 
whenever the good of the Service requires it—at the same time they may 
Perfectly satisfied that whatever contract as Been made with them Relative 
to thire time of service shall be mast strictly observed as it is the Con/tant 
Reul of conduct in the Northamptonshire Offrs. to do every act of Justice to 
thire Soldiers—Offrs. Commanding Compye are to Pay to Sergt Merrall Emedi- 
ae ig days Subsistance from Satterday next for thire sick that are left 

in e 


General Orders. 
25 Nov. 1779. 
the 14th and Northampton will march tomoro morning at 9 o’clock. 


" Roachester, 26th Nov. 79. 


Parole—Coxheath. 
The troop to Beat Tomorrow Morning at 8 o’clock the Asembly at half 
Pa/t and the Regt to be formed opposite the Crown Rowche/fter Keady for 
Marching at 9 oclock Persisly the Regt to march from the Left tomorrow 
Morning. For the Baggage Gd. Tomorrow Ensign Edie. 


Regimental Orders. 
27 Nov. 1779. 
Parole—Rawche/ter. 


the men to Parade for Church Tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock in thire 
white Jackets and Caps short gaiters white thred stockings. 


Dartford. 28th Noy, 79. 


Parole—Greenwich. 
Ae it is expected that his Majesty will Revew the Regt on its March 
throw London on Tue/fday it is not douted that the Soldiers will exert them- 
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selves to have every Part of thire Drefe with thire Arms and Accutrements In 
the highest Order thire haire Remarkable well Powdered thire Be/ft stock on 
with Proper turnovers white thred Stocking, and short gaiters thire new Cloth 
waiftcoat and Brities on hats well cockt and Brufht and every man carreying 
his knapfack .. . The Officers will be so good to be Perfectly Exact In all 
thire appointments on that Day. The Commanding Officers of Compys will 
have thire Oompys as Strong as Pofsable to march by his Maje/ty Permetting 
no man with the Bagage But that is ne/sessarey—the troop to Beat tomorrow 
morning at 8 o’clock and the Assembly at half Pa/t 8 o’clock and the Compys 
Quartered at Dartford to be ready to March at Nine o’clock. 


(The end of Order Book.) 


An Order was sent from the War Office, November 26, 1779, 
to the ofhcer commanding the First Division of the regiment, on 
arrival at Dartford to cause three companies on arrival at Ayles- 
bury to be there quartered and remain, and the other two companies 
on arrival at Buckingham to be there quartered and remain.* 

Another Order issued the same day, directed the officer com- 
manding the Volunteer Company at Northampton, to march on 
December 4 to Stony Stratford, and then on to Buckingham, where 
they were to be quartered.t 


Monthly Return of the Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia commanded 
by the Rt. Honble. the Earl of Sussex. 


December 1, 1779. 
Twelve Companies. 


Colonel. The Ear! of Sussexs. 
Lieut. Colonel. Thomas Cecil Maunsell's, 


Major. Richard Kent’s. 
William Robinson’s. 
Grey Hesilrige’s. 
Lord Compton's. 
Lord Westmorland’s. 
Captains. Earl Fitzwilliam’s. 
Lord Althorp’s. 
Richard Brooke Supple’s. 
Earl Radnor’s 
John Parkhurst’s. 


Present. 
1 Lieut. Colonel. 1 Mate. 
7 Captains. | 31 Serjeants. 
9 Lieutenants. 24 Drummers & Fifers. 
5 Ensigns. G33 Rank & File. 
1 Adjutant. 22 Rank Sick in Quarters. 
1 Quarter Master. 25 Rank Sick in Hospital. 
1 Surgeon. 4 Rank on Furlow. 

684 


* W.0., 5, No. 97, p. 11. 
+ W.O., 5, No. 97, p. 10. 
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Absent. 

The Earl of Sussex. 
Karl Fitzwilliam. Attending Parliament. 
Earl Radnor. 
Major Kent. Sick at Bath. 
Captain Supple. Sick at Maidstone. 
Lieutenant Thong. On leave. 

ne Appreece. do. 

e Tryon. | ; 
Ensign Snow. Not yet joined. 

» Patter. 


Chaplain Drury.* 


An Order dated December 11, 1779, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the Northamptonshire Militia at Buckingham, to cause one 
company to march from that town to Winslow, where they were to 
be quartered.t 


— 1780 — 


In the year 1780 the credit of the regiment stood so high that 
John Hope dedicated a volume of “Thoughts in Prose and Verse 
Started in his Walks,” to the officers, in the following terms: 


‘To the Orricers of the 
‘‘Northamptoofhire Militia. 


‘My Lords and Gentlemen, 


‘*T HAVE received infinite pleafure in your company, without making any 
Return for it. I have frequently enjoy’d your Difcourse, without contributin 
one word to the converfation..... To many friends, indeed, my natura 
taciturnity lays me under equal obligations; but, if there be any entertain- 
ment in this k, it ought particularly to be prefented to You; for the 
Thoughts, contained in it, were mo/tly f/tarted in my agreeable Walks in your 
County. .... Where the Game is fprung, fome acknowledgment is due to_ 
the Lord of the Manour. 


“Tam, with fincercity, 
“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
“Your much obliged and 
‘‘moft affectionate Wellwifher, 


*© Joun Horkg.”’ 


This book consists of a number of essays, known as “ The Lev- 
eller,” and written in the style of the “Spectator.” 

No. XVII of this series is 
“ Addressed to the NOBLEMEN and GENTLEMEN who have accepted 
COMMISSIONS in the MILITIA, éftablifhed for our NATIONAL 
DEFENCE.” 

This essay was written in 1776 and republished in the present 
collection. It contains much good military advice; and also the 
following paragraph, which, as stated in a note, refers to the North- 
amptonshire Militia. After remarking on the ease and luxury then 


* W.0., 17, No. 956. 
+ W.O., 5, No. 97, p. 35. 
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prevalent in the country; and that the use of arms was supposed to 
unfit men from returning to their usual industries; the writer says 
that 


‘‘ fo different a fpirit prevails among the Engh/h, that I knew a regiment of 
militia dif/banded la/t year,®* out of which the recruiting officers of the regulars 
got but three men; and all the re/t, to the number of 637, returned peaceably 
to their former vocations at home. This circum/ftance I mention, becau/fe 
it is a great argument with the oppofers of the militia, that ite fervice gives 
the men a habit of idlenefs and diffipation.—I can alfo add, to the honour of 
the fame regiment, that, during the three years I knew them, but one man 
was confined for drunkenne/s, or irregularity of behaviour.’’* 


This John Hope was an officer in the regiment, and he wrote a 
letter to Lieut.-Colonel Thomas Cecil Maunsell on April 23, 1778, 
resigning his commission. He stated that his reason for doing so 
was that the Earl of Sussex had appointed him quartermaster of 
the regiment, whereas he had already been nominated and appointed 
captain lieutenant; and had several times mounted guard in the 
rank of captain, and further that he could not do duty afterwards 
in the same regiment as a lieutenant, without submitting himself to 
a military degradation. This letter was published in the “ North- 
ampton Mercury” of April 27, 1778. 

An Order was sent on January 6, 1780, to the officer command- 
ing the party of the Northamptonshire Militia, in the General Hos- 
pital at Loose, near Maidstone, that the recovered men should march 
to Buckingham and join their respective companies.t 

A few days later the company posted at Missenden was ordered 
to march to Wendover, and remain until further order.f 

On February 18, 1780, an Order was scent to the officer com- 
manding the Volunteer Company to march at once to Buckingham. § 

In May the Order arrived for the corps to march to Dartford 
for the summer encampment, as follows: 


Comps. It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northtonshe Militia under 
6 Uxbridge Y.O. to march from their P. Q. by the S. & M. C. R. 80 as to 
Hillingdon afeemble at the places mentioned in the Margin hereof on 
& Cowley. Tuesday 6th June next, from whence they are to proceed in 
7 Wyccomb ~~ two Divisions according to the Routes annexed to Dartford 
Amersham Heath, where they are to encamp, and remain until further 
Chesham Order; The 27th day of May 1780. 

Mifsendens. 

M. Lewis. 


Officer Commg. the 
Northamptonshire Militia 


at 
High Wyccomb. 


* The Northamptonshire Regiment. 
+ W.O., 5, No. 97, p. 67. 
~ W.O., 5, No. 97, p. 71. 
§ W.O., 5, No. 97, p. 87. 
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_ Route for Ist D2. (6 Compe.) of the Northamptorsh’. Militia from Ux- 
bridge &c., to Dartford Camp. 


Wedneedey ctr) une Lambeth, Vauxhall and Newington. 
, alt. 
9th. Dartford and Crayford. 
10th. Encamp on Dartford Heath and remain. 


Route for 2d. Ds. (7 Comps.) of do from 
Wyccombe &c., to Dartford Camp. 


Wedny. 7th June Uxbridge, Hillingdon & Cowley. 
Oy oth Halt. : ’ 


9th Lambeth, Vauxhall & Newington. 
10th Dartford Heath. 
Encamp and remain.* 


On June 7, 1780, an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
the First Division at and near Lambeth to remain in quarters there; 
and a similar Order was sent to the Second Division at Uxbridge 
to march to Hammersmith, Fulham and Putney, and remain in 
quarters there.t 

The detachment stationed at the Archbishop’s Palace at Lam- 
beth, was withdrawn, with the exception of one hundred and twenty 
men, and sent to Peckham, Dulwich and Camberwell.t 

On June 16 another Order was sent to the officer commanding at 
Lambeth, to cause five companies to march next day to Greenwich 
and Deptford.§ 

A few days later a detachment of one subaltern, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and twenty-five privates, was to be made from the 
companies at Greenwich, and such detachment was to march at once 
to Blackheath, where they were to be quartered.|| 

The entries which follow from June 28, 1780, to August 9, 1780, 
inclusive, are taken from Captain Supple’s Second Company 


Order Book. 


General Orders. 


White Hall, 28th June 80. 
Parole Talbot. 
Relief from St. Iameses. 
Post at St. Pauls. 


Relief from Hide Park the Posts at the Asylum London Bridgo Clarken- 
well new Prison and Victuleing Offce. 


Regimental Orders. 
Countersign, St. Mark. 

Ensn. Potter Officer for the Day To-morrow at Vauxhall the Compys at 

the difrent Quarters to Exercise in Squards from ten to twelve Every day Roll 


oat to be at ten oclock in the morning and at 8 in the Evning untill further 
orders. 


* W.0. 5, No. 97, p. 238. 
¢ W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 276. 
t W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 283. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 293. 
| W.0. 5, No. 97, p. 299. 
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Genera! Orders. 


White Hall 29th June, 1780. 
Parole—Somerset. 


_. Relief from St. James Park this Day the Post at the Bank—Relief from 
Hide Parke Camp this Day the Posts at the Excise Office Borough and Bride- 
well Hospital. 


Regimental Orders. 
Countersign, St. Mathias. 


the Detachment at Lambert Palace to be Relieved Tomorrow Morning at 
ten oclock. 


Capt. Parkhurst. 

Lt. Bowles. 

Ens®. Trimbath 

2 Serjeants. for this Duty. 
4 Corporals. 

2 Drumers. 

50 Private. 


Detail. 
Lord Su fo 
Colonl. Maunsells 
Majors. 
Ld. Westmorlands. 
Ld. Althorps 
Capt. Suplles 
Id. Radnors 
Capt. Samvwells 


lll] lo 
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Total. 2 


io 


Ens®, Snow Officer for the Day Tomorrow at Vaux Hall. 


The Regimental Orders for June 30 and July 1 are very similar 
to those here given. 

In the meantime an Order came from the War Office to the 
officer commanding the companies, at Lambeth, with Route to Green- 
wich, Blackheath, Charlton, Sherten Hill, Eltham and Wellen, from 
which places the whole regiment was to proceed to Dartford Heath.* 

This Order was, however, revoked by another issued the fol- 
lowing day.t 

To return to our Order Book. 


. Vauxhall Regimental Orders. 
2nd July 1780. 
Countersign, St. Jereme. 


The Companys Quartered at Lambeth Vaux Hall Camberwell Dulwich and 
Peckham to Prade Tomorrow Morning at 9 o’clock on their own Prades in 
Order to March to the following Places whare the are to be Quartered. 

Ld. Su/fsexe’s. 

Ia Althorps, ' } Blackheath. 

t. . Maunsells. 
Ld. Westmorlands, } Eltham. 


Ciel Binnie Greenwich. 
Ta. Radnors. Shuters Hill and Chalton. 
Capt. Samwells. Welling. 


a 


* W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 299. 
+ W.0. 5, No. 97, p. 300. 
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Id. Comptons Ld. Radnors and Capt. Samwells Companys, will Halt at 
the Junction of Camberwell Road with that leading to Canterbury, and wait 
for the Companys from Lambeth. Surgeons Mate Pitt will Joyn the Company 
at Eltham tomorrow which he is to take care of, and also those Quarters at 
Shuters Hill Charlton and Welling. Surgeon Wage will take care of the 
Companys querer at Greenwich Depford and Black Heath. The Sergt. 
ee Be and Band of Musick will be Quartered at Black Heath, the Drumayer 
and fifers at Greenwich an Orderly man from Each Quarters to attend at 
Black Heath every Day for Orders. 


Blackheath, 
5th July 1780. 


Regimental Orders. 


Parole, Lambeth. 
Countersign, St. Dennis. 


the men to ware their white Jackette untill further ords. and the Red ones 
to be mended forthwith, no man to be excused from Duty Exercise or Parades 
under Pretence of being Baggman. 


e e ® e e 


The Volunteer Companys to compleat thair men with feathers Immediately 
as thair can be no Excuse for thair hchieat Sasa being furnished with a com- 
pleat sett on being Raised. Some of the Companys not having attended to 
the Clubing of thair men’s hair in a Proper manner, are to take the advan- 
tige of being so near London to Provide with good Clubs. in futur the Quar- 
ters of the mens shoes are to be made so short that the shoe Buckles may not 
appear when gaters are worn, it being a very great eyesore in the Dre/s of a 
Solder it is expected that the men of the Regt. Pay Every Proper st he 
both as well when Centry as not, to all the Officers wether of thair own 
or of any other and that the never Remain sitting when an Officer Even Pa/sea 
them, much less should he speake to them—attention to these Points Prove 
the well formed soldiers and a supearioty a bove the Clown. 


Regimental Orders. 
Blackheath, 8th July, 80. 


Parole Brompton. 
C.S. St. Ambrose. 


the Companys to Prade for Church at ten oclock tomorrow morning in thair 
Red Jacketts clean and in good order. 

Officer of the Day Tommorrow Ent. Snow the Companies on Receiving thair 
Helmets are to be Distinguished by Particular Colourd feathers to be worn 
ieee Helmets onley—tor which colours the Companys Drew this Day as 
ollows— 


Lt. Infantry. Scarlet & Yallow. 
Lt. Colonls. Black. 

Majors. Blue. 

Ld. Westmorlands. Scarlet & Pea Green. 
Ld. Althorps. Green & White. 
Capt. Supples. Scarlet & Blue. 
Ld. Radnors. Scarlet & Black. 
Capt. Isteds. Yellow. 

Capt. Parkhursts. Pea Green. 
Capt. Troyouts. Dark Green. 
Capt. Samuells. Scarlets. 


the Taylors to attend all Parades Tomorrow clean and in good order. 


At last a definite Order came from the War Office for the regi- 
ment to march to Dartford Camp on July 14; and the following 
Regimental Order, fixing the time of starting and the route to be 
followed, was at once made.* 


* W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 303. 
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R.O. Black Heath. July 12th, 1780. 


the Regt. to be in Redine/s to march from thear Present Quarters into Dart- 
ford Camp on Friday Next the Companys from Dedford and Greenwich with 
joine them on Black Heath at 5 in the morning; and the 9 Companys will 
march of the Parade as soon as posable Ld. Radnors and Capt. Samwells will 
Perade so as to be in Redde/fs to joine the Compies on thear March through 
Shooters Hill Lieut. Conl. Maunsills and Ld. \Westmerland Companies will 
march from Eltham go as to be on Barley Heath in Time to join the 11 Com- 
panies that the whole Regt. may march into Camp togithear. 

the Qut. Matter Serjt. Pianears and camp men to March to Dartford Cam 
this evening to perare the ground. the Regt. to march in Read Jackets an 
it is expected that the Companys will be in the Best order Posable as the at- 
tention of all the Troopes now encamed at Dartford Heath will be fixed on 
their appearance. 


Dartford Heath, 
14th July 1780. 
General Orders. 


The Genl. Desires the Commanding Officers will be as Expiditious as they 
yaaa in compleating thair streets and getting thair Camp in the most Perfect 
rder. 


Dartford Camp, 
16th July 17380. 


the six Regts Com ing this Camp will in the Course of this week Pafs the 
thames at Graves End when the Day is fixt for thair Pafsing it will be in the 
following order the will Pafs the River in three Colums. 

the Right Column will be composed of the 52d and Northampton Regts and 
will be commanded by Lt. Col, Strawbenzie of the 52d Regt the Left will be 
composed of the Montgomery & East York Regts and commanded by Lt. Col. 
Master of the East York the center will be composed of the 59th and 65th 
Rect and will be commanded by Col. Bruse of the 65th. The Genl. will Pa/s 
with the Centr]. Column. 

The Armey will march by ite Right and must advance in one Line of March 
through Dartford anda Long the Great Road till the Pinemane ending the 
Right Column arive at the Prince Oringe Publick house near Graveshend 
winmill were Enginears will be in Readyne/fs to Receive and conduct the 
Column to its Perticular Place of Imbarkation the Center column will follow 
the Rearguard of the Right Column till the Pinenares thareof come to 2 white 
cottages on the Right side of the Great Roade from whence Ingennears will 
conduct this Column to the place of its Immbarkation. the Left Column will 
follow the center column til] its Pinenars come to the first turning on their 
Left a Little beyond the Queens head in north fleet where Ingennears will be 
Ready to conduct this Column to ite Place of Imparkation. 

It is Recommended to Commanding Officers to see that thair men Cook the 
Proceeding Day of which Notice will be given so that the may have in thair 
havesacks whare with all tc Dine on the other side the water as it is ment to 
Return the same Day which may Posible be Late. 


Dartford Camp, 


17th July 1780. 
Orders. 


This Armey will march on Thursday next in order to Pa/s the thames. 

Further long orders were issued on July 19, 1780, with reference 
to the proposed expedition over River Thames, which was to be 
undertaken. 

The following day, all necessary food having been cooked that 
night, and the men warned to take water with them as the water on 
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the Essex side was said to be very unwholesome. The last order 
for this day being as follows: 


‘it is the Commanding Officers order that the men do not use the Blanketts 
in To/sing each other.’’ 


There are no orders for the 20th, but the transfer of the army 
twice across the river appears to have been satisfactorily carried out, 
as appears by the following Order: 

Dartford Camp, 
21st July 80. 
General Orders. 


the March and Imbarkation of yesterday was performed with s0 much order 
end Regularity and in so soldierlike a Manner that the Genl, feels himself 
obliged to Return his thanks to both Officers and men for their uniform good 
conduct on the occasion and strict observance of his orders. 


Strayd from 52 Regt. foot encampd. on Darfordheath a Dark Bay horse u 
wards of 15 hands high with a Long tail had a Saddle and Bridle on the 
Saddle old double skirted with a plain coverd nails the bridle plain kirb4, 
then the kirb Rein broke & knottd Whoever will Bring the said horse tc the 
Qt. Master of the 52 Regt shall be payd. for their trouble. 


Dartford Camp, 
July 30th, 80. 


General Orders. 


Their Haveing bin an attempt made to Interduce Bad Halfpence into 
this Camp the Sergts must be very carefull not to Receive or Delever any 
such out to their men the utmost endeavour must be made by all to find out 
those concerned in such Pernicous Practices that they may be Delever’d to 
the Civill Power. And any Serjt. or Corprl. Prov’d to have Receiv’d more 
than 21 shillgs. in exchange for a guinea or more than 12 pence for a shilling 
will be Instantly Broke and Punishd. by a Court Martial. 


General Orders. 
Dartford Camp, 


August 9, 1780. 


_ AGuard of 1 Serjt. and 12 men to be Posted forthwith at an Empty house 
in g Lane on the Right of the Com®™. to which a Person shall be Ready to con- 
duct them they will prevent any Damage being Done to the Premises or a 
of the adjacent grounds or Orchds. for which Proper Centls. will be : 
which the Serjt. will frequently visit at unexpectd Hours. thie Guard will 
be mountd by Regte and relievd. at the usual hour. 


the reserve for the colours to be formed from the followg. Compys. viz. 


Ld. Westds. 2 Privts. 
Capt. Isteds. 1 

Lieut. Colls, I 

Capt. Suple. 

Capt. Samwell. 


Majrs. 
Ld. Althorps. totl. 12. 
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these 12 men to be chosen for sobriety and great attention to their Duty & whe 
Have never Been adjudd a punisht. by a Court Martial as none but soldiers or 
merit should ever be Entrusted with so great a charge as that of the Colours of 
a Regt. in posts Centls. at the Colours recruits or aukward men should never 
be allowd that Honour nor any men If to be avoid*. who have Deserv*. punish- 
mish*. By the sentence of a Court Martial. 


(The end of the Order Book.) 


Whilst the regiment was stationed at Dartford Camp it appears 
that a large fire occurred in the encampment, when the following 
General Order relative to the conduct of the Northamptons was 
issued. 


General Order. 
Srd September 1780. 
The great alertness and neighbourly assistance of the Northamptonshire 
Regiment of Militia in endeavouring to put out the late fire amongst the huts 


of the 52nd Regiment is highly commendable, and the report of it was very 
pleasing to the General. 


An Order dated September 30, 1780, was sent to Captain Isted, 
at Northampton, directing him to cause the party of recruits at 
Northampton to march to Dartford Camp and join their regiment.* 

After spending the summer months under canvas at Dartford 
Camp, an Order, of October 17, 1780, was sent to Lieut.-General 
Peirson, commanding the forces at Dartford, directing him to cause 
the Northamptons to march to their own county, where three com- 
panies were to be stationed at Wellingborough, two at Kettering 
and eight at Northampton. No route is however mentioned in this 
Order.t 


= 418) 


The War Office sent an Order on February 27, 1781, to the 
officer commanding at Northampton to evacuate that town on ac- 
count of the ensuing Assizes, and to cause five companies to march 
to Daventry and three to Wellingborough; and to return to North- 
ampton, after the Assizes were over.} 


Return of Officers Present and Absent of His Majesty’s Northamptonshire 
Regiment of Militia Commanded by the Earl of Sussex. 


March 14, 1781. 


kaa Companies. 
orthampton. Colonel Earl of Sussex’s. 
Kettering. Lieut. Col. Maunsell’s. 
Northampton. Major Lord Compton’s. 
Wellingborough. Captain William Robinson’s. 
Northampton. Captain Grey Hesilrige’s. 

gs Captain Farl of Westmorland’s. 

9 Captain Lord Althorp’s. 
Kettering. Captain Richard Brooke Supple’s. 


* W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 820. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 388. 
1 W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 117. 
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Northampton. Captain Earl of Radnor’s. 
3 Captain Samuel Isted’s. 
Captain John Parkhurst’s. 
- Captain Thomas Tryon’s. 

Wellingborough. Captain Thomas Samwell’s. 

Present. 

1 Lieut. Colonel. 1 Adjutant. 

7 Captains. 1 Surgeon. 

10 Lieutenants, 1 Mate. 

7 Ensignes. 

Absent. 


Colonel Earl] of Sussex—Attending Parliament, 
Major Lord Compton. On leave. 

Captain Earl of Westmorland—attending Parliament. 
Captain Lord Althorp. 
Captain Earl of Radnor. 

Lieutenant & Quarter Master Sharp. Sick in "London. 
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Lieutenant Eadie. on leave. 
PP Snow. 5 
‘s Kirkham. 3 
Ensign Watson, es 
53 Cuthbertson.* 


An Order was issued March 15, 1781, for the recruits to be 
quartered at some place or places in the county, and march from 
time to time to join the regiment at Northampton.f 

On the arrival at Northampton, on March 15, of the news of 
the surrender of the Islands of St. Eustatia, St. Martin, and Saba, 
to the King’s forces, the companies of the Militia which were sta- 
tioned at Northampton, “were drawn up on the Market-Hill, where 
they fired three excellent Vollies, with a Di/charge of fix Rounds 
of one of the Field-Pieces belonging to the Regiment on the Oc- 
casion.” Afterwards a number of gentlemen dined with the Off- 
cers at the Peacock Inn.f 

A month later an Order was sent to the officer commanding at 
Northampton to leave nine companies in Northampton, and to quar- 
ter two companies in the villages of Dallington, Duston, with St. 
James’s End, Hardingstone, with Cotten End, Kingsthorpe, Abing- 
ton, Weston Favell, and Great and Little Billing.§ 

Early in May the following Marching Order arrived at 
Northampton. 


Comp. It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire 
4 Barnet, Regt of Militia under Y.C. to march from their 
Hadley & prest Quars in four divisions the first on Wednes- 
Kitt’s End. day the 9th instant and the second the day after 
1 Whetstone. the Ist ye 3d. the day after the 2d and ye 4th ye 


* W.0. 17, No. 956. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 153. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ March 19, 1781. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 184. 
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3 Hampstead. day after ye 3rd by the 8. & M. C, R. to the places 
Highgate & under mentioned (vide ed cre where they are to 
Kentish Town. be quartered and remain until further Order. This 

1 Stanmore 3rd day of May 1781. 

Edgware & 
Bushey. 
2 Enfield 


Enfield Wash. 


11 
By H.M.C. 


C. Jenkinson. 


Officier Commanding the 
Northampton Militia, 
at Northampton.* 


This Order was slightly varied by another issued the follow- 
ing day. The “Mercury” gives the following account of the de- 
parture of the Militia. 


NORTHAMPTON. 
May 14. 


On Weane/aay la/t, and the three following Days, the Northamptonshire 
Militia marched from this Town in four Divifions, on their Way to Camp. 
And it is with Pleasure that we are de/fired by the Inhabitants, Inn-Keepera, 
and Victuallers, of this Place and Neighbourhood, to testify the good Conduct 
and peaceable Behaviour of the Men, during their Winter-Quarters which 
reflects great Credit as well on the Officers as the Privates. And it is not 
doubted but that the Regiment will retain that great Reputation they have fo 
juftly acquired. They are to remain at Barnet, Highgate, and the adjacent 
laces till further Orders. f 


On May 14, 1781, an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
at Barnet for ten companies to march on May 19 to Greenwich, Dept- 
ford and Hatcham, and for the remaining three companies to march 
the same day to Lewisham, Eltham and Shooters Hill.t 

A few days later an Order arrived at Greenwich for the quar- 
ter master and camp colour men to march to Lenham, a small town 
ten miles from Maidstone, and assist in marking out the ground 
on Lenham Common for the regiment.§ 

Early in June the following Marching Order arrived from the 
War Office. 

It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northampton M. under Y.C. to march 
from their P. Q. in three Divisions, according to the Routes annexed to Lea- 
ham Heath, and encamp and remain until further Order. lst June 1781. 

C. Jenkinson. 


Officer Commanding the 
Northampton Militia 
t 


a 
Greenwich. 


* W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 195. 

¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 14, 1781, 
t W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 215. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 222. 
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Route for Iet Division of the Northampton M (5 Comp) from Greenwich to 
Lenham Camp. 


Thursday 7th June Gravesend and Northfleet. 
8th ,, Rochester and Chatham. 
9th ,, Milton and Sittingbourne. 
10th ,, Halt. 
llth ,, Lenham Common and remain. 


oe for the 2nd Dn. of do. (5 Comps.) from Greenwich &c., to Lenham 
mp. 
Thursday 7th June Dartford and Crayford. 
8th ,, Rochester and Chatham. 
», Maidstone, Bersted, Hollingburn, Leeds and Iron Street, 
10th ,, Halt. 
llth ,, Lenham Camp and remain. 


Route for the 3rd Dn. of do. from Greenwich &c., to Lenham Camp. (3 
Companies.) 
Thursday 7th June The Crays and Farningham. 
th ,, Wrotham & Mallings. 
ats Pe Btaidstone, Bersted, Hollingbourne, Leeds and Iron Street, 
alt. 
11th 7 Lenham Camp and remain.* 


Return for July 14, 1781. 


sa rae same disposition of Company Commanders as in the Return for March 
; ; 
Absent. 


Colonel Ear] of Sussex Attending Parliament. 

Major Lord Compton on leave. 

Captain William Robinson. Sick at Wellingborough. 
Captain Earl of Westmorland attending Parliament. 
Captain Lord Althorp. ‘5 Yr 
Captain Earl of Radnor. - Ae 
Captain Samwell. Sick at Buxton. 
Lieutenant Thong. Sick at Wellingborough. 
Ensign Crump. On leave.t+ 


Early in November the regiment went into billets in the vari- 
ous Kentish towns and villages mentioned in the following Order. 


Compys. It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northampton- 
6 Maidstones. shire Regiment of Militia under your Command 
and adjacents. to march from their place of Encampment on 
1 Ironstreet, Saturday the 3d of Nov. next by the shortest 
Hollingburn, and most convenient Routes to the places men- 
Leeds, Hawntsham, tioned in the margin hereof where they are to 
Lenham & Charing. be quartered and remain until further order. 
3 aeore Wye & This 23rd day of Oct. 1781. 
Itham 


1 Staplehurst, 
Heslcorn & Smarden. 

2 Mallings and 
Wrotham. 


13. 
= By H.M.C. 
©. Jenkinson. 
Lieut. Genl. Fraser or 
ficer Commanding the Forces at 
Lenham Camp.]J 


* W.0. 5, No. 98, p. 247. 
+ W.O. 17, No. 956. 
t W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 345. 
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NortHamMptTon, Norember 12. 


The Northamptonshire Regiment marched into Quarters on Saturday the 
3rd inftant, They are /tationed at Maid/tone, Town Malling, Wrotham, Afh- 
sie Wye, Eltham, Staplehurft, Lenham, Charing, Iron-Street, Leeds, &c., in 

ent. 


An Order of November 24, 1781, directed the ofhcer command- 
ing the Militia at Maidstone, to quarter the thirteen companies at 
the following places: 

7 Companies at Maidstone, Alresford, and Bentland. 
1 3 East and West Farleys, Banning Keston, Loon, Boxley, Bough- 


ton, and Linton. 
1 a Charing, Lenham, Harnitsham, and Leeds. 


1 East and West Mallings. 
13 is Ashford. 
14 3 Wye, Pollers Com, Heathfield, Westwell, Willesborough, Great 


Chart, Harsham, Kennington and Ridgway.t 


A month later an Order was sent to Maidstone for the men 
whose time of service had nearly expired to march back to Welling- 
borough, where they were to be quartered. 


1782 == 


In January, 1782, an advertisement appeared in the “ Northamp- 
ton Mercury,” offering a reward for the apprehension of twenty-one 
men, who had been granted leave, but had not returned at the ex- 

iration of their furloughs, and were therefore posted as deserters. 
With the exception of three men, these were all substitutes for others 
who had been drawn. 

By an Order dated February 4, 1782, to Lieutenant Cuthbert- 
son, at Northampton, he was directed to cause the new balloted 
men and recruits to be quartered at such place as he might judge 
expedient, and march from time to time under the care of officers 
to join their regiment at Maidstone.§ 

In March, 1782, the Assizes were held at Maidstone, and the 
companies which were quartered at that town were ordered to march 
to Rochester, Stroud, Finsbury, Chatham, Brompton and Gilling- 
ham, where they were to remain until the Assizes were over.|| 

In April the route arrived at Maidstone for Winchester Barracks. 

It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire Regt. of Militia, under 
your Command to march from their present Quarters in four Divisions accord- 
ing to the Routes annexed to Winchester Barracks, where they are to be quar- 


tered and remain until further order and be assisting in the Duty on the 
Prisoners of War. This 16th day of April 1782. 
Tho. Townshend. 


Officer Commanding the er 
Northamptonshire Regt of Militia, 
at Maidstone. 


* © Northampton Mercury,’’ November 12, 1781. 
t W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 399. 
t W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 17. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 40. 
|| W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 53. 
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Route for the Ist Division of the Northamptonshire Militia consisting of 
4 Companies from Maidstone and Malling to Winchester Barracks. 


Monday 22nd ADE 3 Wrotham ; 1 Westerham. 
23rd. Limpsfeld ; Oxted ; Godstone, Betchingley and Wheetfield 


24th. — Ryegate and Dorking. 
25th, — Halt. 

2th. — $Quildford and Farnham. 
2th. — Alton and Alresford. 
28th. — Halt, 

29th. — | Winchester and remain. 


The Second, Third, and Fourth Divisions, each consisting of 
three companies, were to march on April 23, arriving at Winchester 
Barracks on April 30, May 1, and May 3 respectively, following 
very much the same route as the First Division.* 

By an Order of May 8, 1782, one company was to march into 
the City of Winchester, where they were quartered for a month; and 
then return to the barracks.t 

Early in November the following Order for the regiment to 
return, and be quartered in the counties of Bedford, Buckingham 
and Northampton, was issued. This was dated November 8, 1882, 
and was sent to the officer commanding the regiment at Winchester, 
with route through Basingstoke, Reading, Wycomb, etc. The First 
Division of five companies was to march on November 13, and four 
companies were to remain in and near Newport Pagnell, and the 
remaining company at Olney. The second division of four com: 
panies was to march on November 15, and three companies were to 
remain in and near Fenny Stratford, one at Woburn, and the re- 
maining company at Winslow. The Third Division of four com- 
panies was to march on November 16, and two were to remain at 
Buckingham, and the other two companies in and near Towcester.} 


NortHAMPTON, November 25. 


On Wedne/fday the 13th inftant the Northamptonshire Militia began their 
March from Winche/fter to Buckingham, Newport-Pagnell, Stony-Stratford, 
Olney, Winflow, Towcefter, and Brackley, where they are to be quartered 
for the Winter.§ 


Another Order, dated November 12, 1782, was sent to Win- 
chester to the effect that the company destined for Winslow, was to 
be quartered there for two days, and then proceed to Brackley, where 
they were to remain.|l 

This Order was re-issued the next day, with the variation that 
‘tthe company in question was to remain at Winslow until November 
27th, and then go on to Brackley. 


* W.0. 5, No. 99, p. 91. 
¢ W.O. 5, No. 99, pp. 135, 148. 
1 W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 263. 
§ ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ November 25, 1782. 
| W.0. 5, No. 99, p. 290. 
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By Order dated November 21, 1782, the company at Newport 
Pagnell was sent to Ampthill; where they remained until the end 
of the month, and then returned to Newport Pagnell.* 


= 1763 


An Order dated February 18, 1783, was sent to the officer at 
Newport Pagnell to march to Northampton, Kingsthorp, St. James’s 
End, and Far Cotton; leaving the companies at Brackley, Towces- 
ter and Fosters Booth.t 

A similar Order was sent to the officer at Stony Stratford of the 
same date to remain in their present quarters until February 26, and 
then return to Newport Pagnell, and march to Northampton.f 

Three days later an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
at Newport Pagnell, and march immediately to Ampthill and be 
quartered. § 

Another Order of the same date was sent to the officer com- 
manding at Buckingham to march on the 24th, to Winslow and 
Brackley, and be quartered.|| 

Another Order of the same date was sent to the officer com- 
manding at Towcester to cause the two companies there to march to 
Wellingborough on the 25th inst., and proceed three days later to 
Kettering and Rothwell.{ 

Another Order of the same date was sent to the officer com- 
manding at Stony Stratford, to march to Winslow on March 3, and 
remain.** 

This last-mentioned Order to the officer at Stony Stratford was 
revoked by another issued the same day, under which the companies 
were to remain in their present quarters until the regiment marched 
to Northampton.t t 

Four days later another Order was made directing that the 
companies should march from Stony Stratford to Northampton, St. 
James’s End, Cotton End, and Kingsthorpe.?+¢ 

An Order dated March 10, 1783, to the officer commanding at 
Northampton directed him to cause the several companies to march 
to such place or places in the county as he judged to be expedient, 
with a view to the regiment being disembodied.§ § 


5, No. 100, p. 10. 
5, No. 100, p. 10. 
» No, 100, p. 16. 
5, No, 100, p. 16. 
q W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 19. 
** W.0. 5, No. 100, p. 17. 
tt W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 21. 
Ti W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 38. 
§§ W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 74. 
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The local press thus records the disembodiment of the Militia. 


NoRTHAMPTON, JAfarch 10. 


On Thurfday, Friday and Saturday la/t, the Northamptonfhire Militia 
marched into this Town in Order to be difembodied.—Nothing but the ap- 
proaching Happine/s of Peace could have prevented us from sad tf that 
a Regiment fo /trictly difciplined, and of fo fine an appearance, fhould be fo 
Speedily difmi/ffed.* 


NoRTHAMPTON, March 24. 


In the Courfe of this Week the Militia of this County have been difem- 
bodied. The general Behaviour of the Men was very orderly ; and they seemed 
to quit the Service with regret.f 


It does not appear that after the regiment was disbanded in 
1783, any training took place for four years, as it was not until 1787 
that the Deputy Lieutenants ordered that the twenty-eight days’ 
training should commence at Northampte on May 21.} 


— 1787 — 


The King’s birthday was cclebrated on Monday, June 4, in the 
usual manner. 


NORTHAMPTON. 
Saturday evening, June 16. 
The Northamptonfhire Militia, commanded by the Right Hon. Lord 
Compton, having completed their Time of Training were difembodied this Day. 
The rogre/s they have made in the Ufe of Arms, does great Credit to their 


Commanders, and their peaceable Behaviour and /teady Deportment, reflect 
Honour on themfelves.§ 


— 1788 -— 


In 1788 the training commenced on Thursday, June 5, at North- 
ampton,|| and having completed the time of their annual exercise, 
the men were dismissed on Tucsday, July 1. 


== 17/89 = 


Next year the training began on Monday, May 25,7 and the 
King’s birthday was celebrated on Thursday, June 4, by the firing 
of volleys on the Market Square, and the partaking of a dinner at 
the George Inn. 


a a 
i 


* “Northampton Mercury,’ March 10, 1783. 
+ ‘*Northampton Mercury,’’? March 24, 1783, 

t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ April 21, 1787. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? June 10, 1787. 

lj ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 17, 1788. 

q ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 16, 1789. 
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— 1790 — 


In 1790 the training took place during the twenty-eight days 
after Thursday, May 20,* the King’s birthday being kept in the 
usual way. 


meet! fe | Ve 


The training in 1791 tcok place at Northampton, commencing 
on Saturday, May 14,t the regiment firing the usual volleys on Sat- 
urday, June 4, for the King’s birthday. 


The Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia were difembodied this day, 
and having completed their five vears fervitude, a new ballot muft take place 
before it is drawn out again.—It is but ju/tice to fay the regular deportment 
of this Battalion during time they have been embodied, reflects honour upon 
their officers and great credit on them/felves.] 


= 193. 


Once more the Northamptonshire Militia was called upon to 
undertake active duties by garrisoning various towns, on the south 
coast of England. As soon, thereforc, as the Deputy Lieutenants 
received the order for the embodiment of the regiment, they adver- 
tised the same, giving officers and men a month’s notice of the time 
and place of meeting. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA, 


Warerkas Sir George Robinson and Sir Wm Dolben, Barts, and John Har- 
vey Thurfby, Efq., the three Deputy-Lieutenants, appointed by his Majefty’s 
Siqn Manual, to uact during the Abfence of the Lord-Lieutenant of the County 
of Northampton, Hare received his Mafesty’s Command to draw out & Embody 
with all convenient Speed the Militia for the faid County. 

NOTICE 18 THEREFORE HEREBY GIVEN, 
Toalland erery the Militia-Men for the faid County, that they are required 
perfonally to be and appear on the Market Hill, in the Town of NORTHAMPTON, 
on Monday, the 4th Day of Fesmrcany nert, by Eleven o’ Clock in the Forenoon, 
to be drawn out and embodied us aforefaid. ... 


By Order of the Deputy-Lieutenants, 
J. Markham, 


Clerk of the General Meetings. 
Northampton 12th Jan. 1793.§ 


An Order dated February 9, 1793, to the officer commanding at 
Northampton directed him to cause an officer and thirty men to 
march to Portsmouth, and there follow such orders as they should 
receive from the commanding officer of Artillery in that Garrison.|| 


a a 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 1, 1790. 
+ “Northampton Mercury,’’ May 30, 1791. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 11, 1791. 
§ ‘“‘Northampton Mercury,’’? January 12, 1793. 
| W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 41. 
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Cor. CranLes Comrrox, Lory Comiion. 


Succeeded as Ninth Earl of Northampton. 
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_ Return of the Officers Present and Absent of His Majesty’s Northampton. 
shire Regiment of Militia commanded by Lord Compton. 


February 14, 1793. 
Quarters, Northampton. 


Ten Companies. 
Colonel Lord Compton’s.* 
Lieut. Colonel Karl of Westmorland’s. 
Major Grey Hesilrige’s. 
Richard B. Supple’s. 
Samuel Isted’s. 
Thomas Tryon’s. 


Captains { Thomas Beet’s. 
Thomas 8S. W. Samwell’s. 
Vacant. “ 
Vacant. 
Present. 
1 Major. 1 Adjutant. 


5 Captains. 
4 Lieutenants. 


Colonel Lord. Compton. 


Attendin 


1 Surgeon, 


Absent. 
Parliament. 


Lieut. Colonel Earl of Westmorland. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 


Lieut. 
99 
99 
9) 
99 


Trembath. 
Watson. 
Robinson, 
Parker. 
Simpson. 


on leave.f 


After a very short time in billets the following Order was re- 
ceived from the War Office. : 


Compys. It is H.M.P. that you cause the Northamptonshire 
5 Weymouth. Militia under your Comd. to march from their pre- 

and Melcomb. sent quarters according to the Routes annexed to 
2 Warcham the Plaees mentioned in the margin hereof where 


Corffe Castle. 
Studland and 
Swanage. 

1 Abbotsbury 

& Portland Isle. 


they are to be quartered and remain until further 


Order. This 19 Feb. 1793. 


1 Bridport, 
Bradpole & 
Altington. 
1 Lyme & Charmouth. 
B.H.M.C. 
— M. Lewis. 


10 Officer Com. the Northamptonshire Militia at Northampton. 


‘Route for the Northamptonshire Militia to the places mentd in the 
Margin of the Order. 


Monday 25 Feby. Towcester. 

Tuesday i Buckingham, Towcester. 

Wednesday 27 _ ,, Bicester. Buckingham. Towcester. 
Thursday 2 zs Halt, alt. Halt. 
Friday 1 March Oxford. Bicester. Buckingham. 


* Lord Compton appears to have been only acting colonel at this time, as 
the Earl of Sussex did not resign until March 18, 1784, when he was appointed 
colonel of the regiment. 


t W.O. 17, No. 958. 
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Saturday 2 es Mllesley. Oxford. Biceeter. 
& Adjts. 
Sunday 3 % Halt. Halt. Halt. 
Monday 4 .. Newbury, Illesley 
Speen & & <Adjts. 
Spinham Land 
Tuesday 5 $9 Andover. Newbury Illesley. 
Spleen & & <Adjts. 
Spinham Land. 
Wednesday 6 i Salisbury. Andover. Newbury 
Speen & 
Spinham Land. 
Thursday 7 x Halt. Halt. Halt. 
Friday 8 ” Blandford & Salisbury. Andover. 
Brvanstone. 
Saturday 9 fe 2 Warcham, etc. Blandford Salisbury. 
and remain, & Bryanstone. 


2 Dorchester. 


Sunday 10 Fe Halt. Halt. Halt. 

Monday 11 - 1 Abbotsbury Dorchester. Blandford 
& Portland & Bryanstone. 
Isle and remain, 

Tuesday 12 3 1 Lyme & Weymouth Dorchester. 


Charnmouth & Melcomb 
and remain. and remain. 
Wednesday 13 : 2 Weymouth 
1 Bridport 
Bradpole & 
Allington.* 


According to the “ Northampton Mercury,” this Order was wel- 
comed by the Militia and “the utmo/t ardour is univer/ally mani- 
fe/ted throughout the Town in the occa/ion.” t 


NoRTHAMPTON. 
March 2. 


On Monday, Tuefday, and Wednefday laft the Northamptonfhire Regi- 
ment of Militia marched from this place in three divifions, on their Route for 
Weymouth, &c., &c.—Never was there a more interefting fcene for a patri- 
otic f/pirit. The brave fellows af/femble each morning in the fquare attended 
by a large concour/e of the inhabitants ;—in/ftcad of dejection or diffatisfaction 
at the idea of leaving their friends and home, and of eUProacnine difficulties, 
perhaps dangers to be encountered, they appeared highly elated at the call to 

efend their country—waving their hats, and finging as they marched along 
‘(od save the King.’’ They were attended beyond the Bridge by the Town’s- 
ople, who parted with their fellow-citizens and defenders with hearty wifhes 
or their profperity and loud huzzas: and from their general conduct while 
here, and the chearfulnefs with which they marched, we may look with con- 
fidence to their exertions in defence of their King and Country. 

The firft divifion march’d through Towcefter, Buckingham, and Bice/ter, 
to Oxford; but on account of the inconvenience to the town of Buckingham, 
(the Militia of that County being now quartered there) the reft of the regiment 
halted at Towce/fter till frefh orders were received from the War-Office. We 
hear the fecond divifion marched from thence yefterday, through Brackley 
to Bicefter, and were to be followed by the remainder this day.{ 


This report explains the next Order from the War Office, dated 
February 25, 1793, and to go express by way of Buckingham, which 


* W.0O. 5, No. 101, p. 69. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? February 23, 1793. 
t “ Northampton Mercury,’ March 2, 1793. 
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directed the Second Division on arrival at Towcester to halt there 
until Friday, March 1, and then march to Bicester, and follow the 
route previously given.* 

A similar Order was issued the following day which directed 
the Third Division to halt at Towcester until Saturday, March 2, 
and then follow the route before mentioned. 

An Order of March 2, 1793, to the officer commanding the 
Second Division, at Andover, to await his arrival there, directed him 
to halt at that town until Thursday, the 13th, and then to proceed 
to Salisbury, and the next day to march to Blandford and Bryan- 
ston, and remain there until the Assizes at Dorchester were over, 
when the companies were to proceed to Weymouth and Melcombe 
Regis, where they were to be quartered.t 

A similar Order of the same date was sent to the officer com- 
manding the Third Division, to await his arrival at Newbury.{ 

On March 26, 1793, an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
the Militia at Weymouth to enlarge the quarters with such adjacent 
place or places as he might judge expedient for the good of the 
service. § 

From Weymouth a detachment was sent to Portsmouth to per- 
form duty there, and this detachment was replaced by another early 
in April. 

The next Order is quoted in full, as it shows the way in which 
the escorts of the French prisoners carried out their duties. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause a sufficient Detachmt. to be made from the 
Northamptonshire Militia, under your Comd. at Weymouth, and take under 
their care Forty Prisoners of War, whom they are to convey to the next Regt. 
on the Road (Cavalry excepted) to l’orton Fort, and the said Regt. is hereby 
required to receive and convey the said Prisoners to the next Corps upon the 
Road, and so on from Corps to Corps, until they shall arrive at Forten Fort; 
and after performance of this service the several Detachmts are to return and 
join their respective Corps. You will &c. Wherein &c. Given &c. 


6th April 1793. 
By H.M.C. 
In &c. 


M. Lewis. 
Offr. Comdg. the 
Northamptonshire Militia, 
Weymouth.{ 


Return of Officers Present and Absent of His Majesty’s Northamptorshire 
Regiment of Militia Commanded by the Right Hon. Colonel Lord Compton. 


* W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 84. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 91. 
i W.0. 5, No. 101, p. 92. 
§ W.0. 5, No, 101, p. 150. 
| W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 171. 
q W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 175. 
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Weymouth. 
April 14, 1793. 
Quarters. . 
Weymouth & Companies, 
Melcombe Regis. } Colonel Lord Compton’s. 
Portland Iel . 
Abbotshuey.” \ Licut. Colonel Earl of Westmorland’s. 


Weymouth & : es 
Melcombe Regis. \ Major Grey Hesilrige’s. 
Do. Do. Captain Richard B. Supple’s. 
Do. Do. Captain Samuel Isted’s, 
Lyme & Charmouth. Captain Thomas Tryon’s. 


Bri : 
ria oe ore: Captain Thomas Beet’s. 


ee & Corfe \ Captain Thos. S. W. Samwell’s. 

Swanage. Captain John E, Spires’. - 

Weymouth : - 

Melcombe Regis, Captain Robert Ledlie’s (late). 
Absent. 

Colonel Earl of Westmorland Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Captain Samwell. on leave. 


Lieutenant Trembath 


Robinson. +s 
as Cartwright. | Not joined. 


5 Wright. 
a Weir. Supernumerary. 


Lieutenant Blencowe escorting Prisoners of War towards Forton Fort. 
Establishment present at the same time. 


1 Colonel. 30 Serjeants. 

1 Major. 22 Drummers & Fifers. 
5 Captains. 486 Rank & File. 

7 Lieutenants. 6O Sick in Quarters. 

2 Ensigns. 30 On Command. 

1 Adjutant. 2 on Furlow. 

1 Surgeon. _-— 

1 Mate. 578* 


On June 8, 1793, an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
at Weymouth directing him to send two sergeants and two cor- 
porals to Northampton, to receive a party of recruits, and conduct 
them to Weymouth to join the regiment.f 

Four days later an Order was sent to the same officer to change 
the quarters of certain of the companies. Three only were to re- 
main at Weymouth and Melcome Regis, one at Abbotsbury and 
Portland Isle, one at Lyme and Charmouth, one at Bridport, two at 
ae Corfe Castle and Swanage, and two were to move to 

oole. 
An Order dated July 3, 1793, was sent to the officer command- 
ing at Wareham to cause one company to march to Dorchester and 
Forthington, and one to remain at Wareham and Corfe Castle only.§ 


* W.0. 17, No. 956. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 239. 
¥ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 243. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 314. 
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Two months later an Order was sent to the officer commanding 
the companies at Weymouth to assist the officers of the Revenue at 
the respective quarters of the regiment in preventing owling* and 
smuggling an-i in seizing unaccustomed goods.t 

On October 5, 1793, an Order was sent to Wareham, that a 
subaltern and fifteen men should march from Corfe Castle to Bere 
Regis, and remain there.¢ 

A few days later this detachment was ordered to Wimborn to 
be quartered until further notice.§ 

On October 28, 1793, an Order was sent to the officer command- 
ing at Dorchester to cause the companies under his command to 
march to Axminster, Kilmington, Colyton, Seaton and Beer, where 
they were to remain.|l 

On November 4, 1793, an Order was issued that the before-men- 
tioned detachment should march from Wimborn to Poole.f 

Next day an Order was sent for the detachment at Wareham 
to march to Poole.** 

This year efforts were made to provide waistcoats, caps, and 
shoes for the men; and the following advertisement appears in the 
“ Northampton Mercury.” 


NoRTHAMPTON, Dec. 14, 1798. 


In Confequence of the humane and fpirited exertions of feveral Ladies in 
this Town and Neighbourhood the following Number of Waistcoats and Cars 
has been fubscribed for or sent in to Mef/rs. StasLes and Marriort; and the 
fevers undermentioned Sums advanced for the fame benevolent Purpofes.— 

urther Sub/criptions will be received by Meffrs. Stables and Marriot. 


Waiftcoats. Cups. 
1245 


From last Report. 576 
MoneEY 
I 6. d. 
From laft Report. 306 16 0 


(Then follows a List of new Subscribers.) 


Ge In addition to the 400 pair of SHors which have been fent off this 
Day, the Acting Sub/fcribers have by the Liberality of the Public, been en- 
abled to order Six Hunprep Parr more, which will be forwarded with all 
poffible difpatch.f f 


Major Sir Arthur de Capell Brooke, Bart., now owns a paper 
book, bound in parchment lettered outside: 


‘‘ Captain Sharpe’s Account of the Captain’s Fund from 2d January 1793 
to 24th June, 1798.” 


‘¢ And an account of the Captains fund and various funds in my care till 
I gave up these funds.” 


* A word formerly used in the South of England which had the same 
meaning as the word Smuggling. Sce Halliwell’s Dictionary. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 338. 
1 W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 347, 
§ W.0. 5, No. 101, p. 371. 
| W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 414. 
q W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 482. 
** W.0. 5, No. 101, p. 434. 
++ ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ December 14, 1798. 
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This fund appears to have been a kind of contingent account 
for equalising the allowances made by the War Office, which were too 
high on certain,items and too low on others. Many of the entries 
for the first Year are here reproduced, in their entirety, as specimens 


of the way in which they are kept, and the kind of things charged 
to the fund. 


State of the Captains Fund of the 
Northamptonshire Regt of Militia from 2 Jan. to 24 June 1793. 


£ es d. 
By 174 Days Allowance from 2nd Jan. to 24th June. 9 6 8 
By Cash received from Serjt Wills on Account. of fire place &c. at 
Poole. 1 0 
By Six months allowance for Postage and Stationary from 25 De- 
cember 1792 to 24 June 1793. 15 0 90 
By Six months extra allowance for Postage. 3 0 0 
By Six months allowance for carriage of Ammunition, 5 0 0 
By Six Months allowance for fire and Candle for Guard Room at Gd. 
per Day. 411 3 
123. 18. 11 124 611 
&9 6 8} 
35 0 23 
Dr £ad 


To 141 Days extra Pay to the Master of the 

Band from 4th Feby. to 24th June Inclusive 

at 1s. 6d, 10 11 6 
To 141 Davs Do Do to the Serjeant Major 

same period. 0 
To Attendant at the Town Hall Northampton 5 0 
To Kight Arm Chests. 912 0 
To Capt Samwell’s Beer Bill of the Ist Divi- 
sion from Northampton. 519 4 
(Beer was in like manner supplied to the other 
Companies.) 

To i 


eer Bill for the 2nd Division frm. Do. 5 5 6 
To Drum Major Repairing Drums. 16 9 
To paid for Capt. Samwells Capt. Spiers 
Target at 4s. Od. 8 0 
June 4. - To paid for Beer to Non-Commissioned Ofh- 
cers at Weymouth. 113 6 
To paid for a Target for C. Trvon’s Company 5 0 
To paid Kxpences after Piercey a Deserter. 
C. Tryon’s Do. 13 6 
To paid Expenses an Acct of Forster drowned 
C. Isted’s Do. 3 7 G 
22 To paid for a Guard bed at Poole 15 0 
To paid for Articles of Agreement with Bald 
Armourer. 16 0 
To paid for a Drum head for Field Drum. 3.0 
On Carriage of Ammunition. 4 3 
Jany. 1793. On Fire and Candle. 4 0 


To paid for Coals and Candles for Guard 

Room on the March at Newbury Andover and 
Salisbury. 3 4 
To paid 141 Days for Coal Candles for Guard 

Room at Weymouth from 4 Feby. to 24 June 

at 6d. 3 10 
To paid for Storage of Baggage from North- 

ton to Weymouth. 2 16 
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To paid for Carriage of Ammunition frm 


Wareham to Swanaze. 5 
To paid Qt. Master Serjeant for Sundries. 118 
To paid Letter Bill to April. 2 6 
Jan. 18. To paid for Storage of Baggage at Dorchester. 2 
To a fire place & window for the Guard room 
at Poole. 3 16 
allowed. To Disallowance frm War Office for 86 Non- 
Commissioned Officers from 2d Jany. to 3d. 
February exceeding the Number allowed when 
not in actual service, viz 1/3 of the Serjte 
and Corpls. and 1/2 of the Drums. 6 13 
Allowed. Vu Do. of March of Detachments with French 
Prisoners and Return. 3 6 
£89 6 


STATE OF THE CAPTAIN’S FUND. 


OP OW 


4} 


84 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT. OF MILITIA FRM 25 June to 24 Dec. 1793. 


£6. d. 
By balance. 
By 183 Days Allowance frm 25 June to 24 Dec. 100 11 03 
By Six Months Allowance for Postage and Stationary from 25 
June to 24 December 93. 15 0 0 
By Six Months extra Allowance for Postage. 3 0 0 
By Six Months Allowance for Carriage of Ammunition. 5 0 0 
By Six Months Allowance for fire and Candle for Guard Room at 
6d. per day. 411 3 
128 2 33 
38 12 0 
89 10 33 
By 183 Days Extra Pay to the Master of the Band from 
25 June to 24 Decr. at 1/6. 138 14 6 
By 183 Days Do. Do. to the Serjt. Major same Period 1/- 9 3 O 
To a pair of handcuffs at Poole. 4 0 
To a Guard room Chimney sweeping at Weymouth. 1 0 
To Drum Major Sundries, 113 1 
To a Target. 1 O 
To Dobney Music Bill. 211 6 
To a Camp Colour at Poole. 1 0 
To Straw for the Guerd at Do. 4 0 
To Straw for the Guard room at Lyme. 1 15 10 
To 183 Days for Coals and Candles for Guardroom at 
Weymouth from 25 June to 24 December at 6d. pr. Day. 411 6 
To 35 Weeks extra Allowance to Serjt Wills. 115 90 
July 22. To paid for Storage of C. Spires Company Baggage. 1 0 
38 12 0 


It will be noticed that at Newbury, Andover, Salisbury, Poole 
and Wareham, coals and candles for the guard room; and straw, 
fire and candles at Poole, Swanage and Lyme, where detachments 
were posted, were all paid for out of this fund; and further that 


the guard room chimney at Poole was duly swept. 
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= 17194 = 


An Order was sent January 17, 1794, for the newly balloted 
men to march to Weymouth, and join their regiment.* 

On February 14, 1794, an Order was directed to the officer at 
Poole to provide an escort for five prisoners of war, on their way 
to Forton Fort.t 

An Order of April 14, 1794, was sent to the officer commanding 
at Weymouth, to call into that town from the other quarters of the 
regiment such men as he should judge expedienv tor the purpose of 
inoculation.} 

Early in May an Order with the route for Roborough Down§ 
was received for the Militia to march there in three divisions. The 
first of four companies, was to assemble at Axminster on Friday, 
May 16, 1794, and proceed by Honiton, Excter, Oakhamptcn, Tavis- 
tock and Plymouth; the second of three companies, was to assemble 
at Dorchester ; and the third, also of three companies, was to assem- 
ble at Wareham, and both divisions were to follow the same route 
as the First Division, and the whole Regiment was to arrive at 
Roborough on May 261l 

We learn from the account of the captain’s fund that the sum 
of £5 10s. 4d. was paid for the men of the four companies com- 
manded by Captains Isted, Tryon, Bect and Spicer, on their march 
from Weymouth to Roborough Camp. 

Shortly afterwards £1 10s. was paid for the same purpose for 
the colonel’s company. 

The remaining companies followed, and appear to have taken 
all the luggage, as we found that a payment of £14 3s. 6d. was 
made “ for Storage and over weight &c. for three Companies on their 
march from Weymouth to Roboro Camp.” 

Some time was spent at Lyme Regis on the way, as the sum of 
41 19s. Od. was paid for guard room fire and candles, at that place. 

Whilst the regiment was at Roborough the large sum of 
430 11s. 6d. was paid for gin for the men. 

An Order dated October 30, 1794, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the Northamptonshire Militia at Roborough Camp to 
march forthwith from that place in two Divisions. The first divi- 
sion of six companies was to leave on Friday, November 7, and three 
companies were to remain at Liskeard, two at Saltash, St. Germains, 
Kings, Causand, and Millbrook, and one at Looe (East and West). 
The second division was to leave the same day, and one company 
was to remain at Fowey, one at Lostwithiel, and two at Bodmin.¥ 


* W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 469. 
t W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 476. 
t W.O. 5, No. 102, p. 3. 


a § Roborough is a small village, some six miles east of Torrington, Co. 
evon. 


| W.O. 5, No. 102, p. 57. 
q W.O. 5, No. 102, p. 142. 
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The captain’s book records that £7 10s. 7d. was paid for beer 
for the men, on the march from Roborough to Liskeard; and a 
see sum of 14s. for the same purpose, probably for the rear 
guard. 
On November 14, 1794, the various companies were posted as 
follows: 

East and West Looe. Colonel Lord Compton’s. 

Bodmin. Luieut.-Colonel the Earl of Westmorland’s. 

Bodmin. Major S. Isted’s. 

Liskeard. Captain R. B. Supple’s. 

Lostwithiel. Captain T. Tryon’s. 

Liskeard. Captain T. Beet’s. 

Liskeard. Captain T. S. W. Samwell’s. 

Causand, Kings and Millbrook. Captain G. Robinson’s. 

Fowey. Captain W. L. Watson’s. 

Saltash. Captain R. W. Blencowe’s.* 


goal W be ieee 


The next Return is for January 14, 1795, when the regiment was 
at Plymouth, in quarters as follows :— 

Dock Town. Colonel Lord Compton’s. 

Bodmin. Luieut.-Colonel Earl of Westmorland’s. 

Bodmin. Major S. Isted’s. 

Dock Barracks. Captain R. B. Supple’s. 

Dock Town. Captain T. Tryon’s. 

Dock Barracks. Captain T. Beet’s. 

3 Captain T. S. W. Samwell’s. 
” Captain G. Robinson’s. 

Dock Town. Captain W. L. Watson’s. 

Dock Barracks. Captain R. W. Blencowe’s.t 

The regiment marched back to Roborough Camp on May 18; 
and an Order dated June 13, 1795, was sent to the Right 
Honble. General Lord George Lennox, at Plymouth Docks, to cause 
the Northamptonshire Militia to march from Roborough Camp, in 
three devisions. The first division, of four companies, to arrive at 
Tavistock cn Tuesday, June 16, and proceed through Okehampton, 
Crediton, Tiverton, Wellington, Taunton, Bridgewater and Ax- 
bridge, arriving at Bristol on June 27. The sccond division of three 
companies was to arrive at Tavistock on June 17, and following the 
same route reach Bristol on June 29. And the third division, also 
of three companies, was to arrive at Tavistock on June 19, and fol- 
lowing the other division, reach Bristol on June 30.¢ 

A letter from Plymouth, dated Monday afternoon, five o’clock, 
says: “An expre/s is this moment arrived from the War-Office with 


* W.O. 17, No. 956. 
+ W.O. 17, No. 956. 
t W.O. 5, No. 102, p. 359. 
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orders for the Northampton/hire Militia, on Roborough-Down, com- 
manded by Lord Compton, to /trike tents, and march immediately 
towards Bri/tol.’”* 

It appears from the captain's book that £4 14s. 2d. was paid 
to Sergeant Wills and his men on their march to Bristol, when they 
formed the advance guard. The sums of £6 16s. 2d. £4 14s. 2d., 
£4 19s. 6d., and £4 13s. 10d. were subsequently paid for beer for 
the other detachments during their march to Bristol. One partv 
went to Pill, and drew £3 8s. 1d. for beer moncy; and afterwards 
joined the main body at Bristol. 


Not long after the arrival of the regiment at Bristol in July, 
1795, a mutiny of rather a serious character broke out amongst the 
Loyal Irish Fencibles, who were on their voyage from Waterford 
to Jersey, and were at the time anchored off Pill. On the signal 
being made for the transports to get under weigh and procced on 
their voyage, seven companies of the regiment, seizing their arms, 
fixed bayonets and refused to sail. On their officers remonstrating 
with them, they erected a gallows and threatened to hang two of 
them, who escaped, however, by jumping overboard; whereupon the 
mutinccrs at once took possession of the boats and landed. General 
Rooke, who commanded the district, having been informed of the 
cizcumetanees, proceeded forthwith to Pill, and expostulated with 
the malcontents on their unsoldierlike conduct, listened to their com- 
plaints, and promised that before sailing, their grievances should 
be redressed. They persisted, however, in their mutinous behaviour, 
declaring they were ready to die on the spot rather than re-embark. 
They were then informed that Sir John Carden’s Dragoons and the 
Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia were in the neighbourhood, 
and should compel them. Thcse regiments soon arrived, and sur- 
rounded the mutineers, who fixed their bayoncts and formed. Gen- 
eral Rooke, wishing to spare life as much as possible, ordered the 
Northamptonshire Regiment to withhold its fire to the last, and com- 
manded the Dragoons to charge the mutineers, which they did effec- 
tually with Sir John Carden at their head. Many were wounded, 
several escaped into the adjoining houses, but a party headed by a 
sergeant and two corporals, remained fghting, with a courage worthy 
of a better cause; they were, however, severely wounded, soon over- 
powered and taken prisoners. The whole regiment was then dis- 
armcd, and about eighty of the mutineers were marched away as 
prisoners, under escort of the Northamptonshire Militia, who placed 
a strong guard over them. One officer and two privates of the 
Dragoons were wounded, and Sir John Cardcn’s horse was killed 
under him, having been bay oneted in six places. The greatest pos- 
sible credit was given to the Northamptonshire Militia for its steadi- 
ness on that trying occasion.t 


* “Northampton Mercury,’ June 15, 1795. 


+ ‘“Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire & Rutland Militia,’’ 
1873, p. 59. 
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— 1796 — 


On February 12, 1796, an Order was sent to the officer com- 
manding at Bristol to cause a party of the Northamptons to march 
to Northampton and return with some recruits.* 

The Return of Officers shows that the regiment was at Stapleton 
on June 1, 1796, but by July 1, they were back at Bristol, where they 
remained until October.t Parties appear to have been sent to Durs- 
ley, Bishop Waltham, and other places, where guard rooms were 
paid for. 

The following advertisement was inserted in the local news- 
paper at this time: 


DEsJERTED FROM THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 
THEY LYING AT BRI/TON. 


JOHN PALMER, 
SUBSTITUTE FOR Tuomas Wyumont. 


The faid John Palmer is about 21 years of Age, five Feet five Inches & 
three Quarters high, by trade a Bricklayer, born in the Parish of Clipstone 
i Bitia! Aeas Bey of a fair Complexion, like hair, grey Eyes, and roun 
Vifage. He had on when he went off a Blue Great Coat with a red Collar 
and regimental Waiftcoat and Breeches. 

Vhoever will apprehend, or caufe to be apprehended, the faid John Pal- 
mer, and give Information thereof to Mr. Emerton, of Thornby in the faid 
County, fhall receive ONE GUINEA Reward and reafonable Charges, of me. 


Was. Emerton, Con/table.{ 


This year a number of large posters were issued by the King’s 
printers, with reference to the various Acts of Parliament, passed 
for the regulation of the army and navy, the Militia, and a pro- 
visional force of cavalry. 

One of these states that the number of men to be raised in 
Northamptonshire for the Militia should be 1,128. 

The following is the account of the review of the regiment, 
before leaving Bristol. 


Yefterday fe’nnight the Northampton/fhire regiment of militia, com- 
manded by Lord Compton, were reviewed on Durdam-Down, near Briftol, by 
Major-General Rooke. The businefs of the day had brought together a con- 
Jiderable concourfe of fpectators, among/t whom were many military char- 
acters of some eminence—the whole were loud in their commendations of the 
ae manouvring, exact firing and great /tcadinefe of the regiment under 
arms. 


An Order dated October 7, 1796, was directed to Major-Gen- 
eral Rooke, directing him to cause the Northamptons to march from 
Bristol in three divisions. The first division of four companies was 
to reach Trowbridge on Wednesday, October 12, and march through 
Warminster, Salisbury, Stockbridge and Winchester; and two com- 


* W.O. 5, No. 103, p. 74. 
¢ W.O. 17, No. 956. 
t “Northampton Mercury,” July 25, 1796. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ September 5, 1796. 


64 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


panies were to remain at Alresford and two at Bishops Waltham. 
The second of three companies were to march a day later, and fol- 
lowing the same route arrive at Winchester Barracks on October 18, 
and remain there. The third, also of three companies, started still 
a day later, and was to follow the previous divisions, and arrive at 
Winchester City, and stay there.* 

The next extract shows the regiment’s active help in extin- 
guishing a great fire at Winchester. 


WINCHESTER, November 12, 1796. 


_ “On Thurfday morning, between two and three o'clock, the Abbey corn- 
mill in this city, occupied by Mr. Tho. Dowling, was discovered to be on fire 
The silk-mills adjoining, belonging to Me//rs. Shenton, and the hou/fes 
near, were for a con/fiderable time in the most imminent danger; but the ac- 
tive and well-directed exertions of the poreampron Militia, zeaiously 
aided by the inhabitants, at length arrefted the further progrefs of the 
de/truction.f 

An Order of December 3, 1796, was sent to the officer com- 
manding at Winchester to cause a party to march to Northampton, 


and return, with the recruits for the regiment. 


= 119 


The Northamptons were still at Winchester on February 14, 
1797+; but early in April an Order was sent to Gen. Sir William 
Pitt commanding at Portsmouth, to cause the Northamptonshire 
Militia to march to Horsham Barracks, in three divisions, the first 
of four companies, and the other two of three companies each.§ 

After a short stay at Horsham the regiment moved on to Brigh- 
ton, where they remained for some months. 


On Saturday the Northampton/fhire regiment of Militia, in Brighton Bar- 
racks, were reviewed on Spital Hill by the Prince of Wales, who expreffed 
great fatisfaction at the various evolutions and manceuvres which they per- 
formed before him.|| 


Whilst the regiment was posted at Brighton an advertisement 
appeared in the “Northampton Mercury” to the following effect. 


Wuereas Attempts have been made to corrupt and alienate the Minds of 
the Soldiers from their Duty to their Kine and Constitution ; the Sergeante, 
Corporals, Drummers, and Privates of his Majefty’s NortHAMPTONSHIRE REcr- 
MENT of Miuitra, do unanimously and voluntarily offer the following Sub- 
{cription :— 


£ s. d. 
Sergeant-Major. 1 1 0 
Quarter-Ma/fter Sergeant. 11 0 
Sergeants. 10 6 each 
Corporals & Drummers. 2 6 ,, 
Privates. 1. <0. -;, 


for the Purpofe of bringing to Juftice the Printer or Printers, Publifher or 
Publifhers, Diftributor or Diftributors of all /fedition, and inflammatory 
Hand-Bills. 


* W.O. 5, No. 103, p. 255. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? November 19, 1796. 
{ W.O. 17, No. 956. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 103, p. 306. 
|| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 20, 1797. 
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And they further testified their loyalty to their King and obedi- 
ence to their country.* 

It is pleasant to read a public declaration of this kind showing 
the fine patriotic feeling of the old Militia for King and country. 

From Brighton the regiment moved on to Lewes Barracks, 
where they were quartered until after October 14, 1797. 

A little later the regiment left Lewes, and we find that on 
November 14, 1797, the companies were dispersed in the following 
towns. 

Winchelsea. Colonel the Earl of Northampton’s. 

Rye. Lieut.-Colonel R. B. Supple’s. 

‘ Major S. Isted’s. 

3 Captain T. Tryon’s. 

; Late Captain T. Beet’s. 

. Captain T. S. W. Samwell’s. 

Winchelsea. Captain G. Robinson’s. 

As Captain J. Rose’s. 

Battle. Captain J. Isham’s. 

Robertsbridge and Hurst Green. Captain H. Willis.t 

Whilst the regiment was at Rye the sum of £1 Is. was paid 
out of the Captain’s Fund to the parish clerk for cleaning the church 
at that town. 

The companies left Rye and Winchelsea early in September, 
and the sums of £2 15s. and 46 Ios. were paid out of the same fund 
for the conveyance of stores from Rye to Silver Hill and then on 
to Brighton. 

The following curious items also appear in the Captain’s Ac- 
count Book; a payment of 416 for gloves, and of 14s. 6d. for re- 
pairing the horn, sackbut and serpent. 


— 1798 — 


A general meeting of the lieutenancy was held at the Angel 
Inn, Northampton, on April 24, 1798, under the presidency of the 
Earl of Northampton, at which the following resolutions were 
passed. 


That it is incumbent on all Defcriptions of Perfons, at this important 
Crifis, to use the mo/t vigorous Means for the Defence of the Con/titution 
and the Prefervation of the Country and that the mea/fures poin out by 
Act of Parliamentf and the feveral Papers before referred to, appear to this 
Meeting be/t calculated to effect this Purpo/e. 

That in Conformity to the Provifions of the faid Act, and for carrying the 

ame into Execution with the utmo/t Difpatch, Subdivifion Meetings of the 
puty Lieutenants and Magi/ftrates of the faid County be holden on the 
days and at the Places following— 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ June 10, 1797. 
+ W.O. 17, No. 956. 

1 This is entituled “An Act to Provide for the Defence and Security 
of the Realm, during the present War, and for indemnifying Persons who ma 
suffer in their Property by such Measures as may be necessary for suc 
Purpose.” 

To 
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Here follows a list of the places, for such meetings and for the 
formation of committees and their procedure.” 


NorTHAMPTON, April 28. 


The Northampton/hire regiment of Militia, together with that part of the 
Supplementary Militia at pine embodied, have unanimoufly determined to 
sub/cribe two days pay each annually during the War; and the Otficere feven 
days pay annually during the fame period for the defence of the Country. 


NORTHAMPTON, Augufe 4. 


The Northampton/shire Militia have marched from Rye, Winchelfea, &c., 
to Silver-Hill Barracks, in Suffex, except the Grenadier and Light Infantry 
a Tia the former of which is f/tationed at Shoreham, and the latter at 

attle. 

We feel great pene in laying before our readers the following te/ti- 
mony of the laudable conduct of the above militia, during their refidence at 

ye:— 

‘‘At a meeting of the principal inhabitants, held at the Court Aall, in 
Rye, on Tue/day the 17th of July, 1798—Refolved unanimoufly, that the 
Mayor be requested to wait on Colonel Brooke, to exprefs the fenfe that the 
inhabitants of the town of Rye are deeply impreffed with of the very exem- 
plary conduct of the Non-commi/fioned Officers and Soldiers of the North- 
ampton/hire Regiment of Militia, during the time they have been quartered 
at Rye; and at the fame time to reque/t of Colonel Brooke and the Cfhicers 
of his Regiment to accept the affurance of their highe/t e/teem and re/fpect.”’ 


Tho. Lamb, Mayor.’’ 


A fimilar compliment was paid to that part of the regiment which was 
{tationed at Winchel/fea.t 


On August 14, 1798, the companies posted at the following 
quarters. . 

Silver Hill Barracks. Colonel R. B. De Capell Brooke’s. 
Lieut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. 
" Major T. Tryon’s. 
Shoreham. Captain J. Rose's. 
Silver Hill Barracks. Captain S. Isted’s. 

- Captain H. Wills’s. 

Captain R. Williamson’s. 
Captain H. E. Gould’s. 
‘3 Captain J. M. Phillip’s. 
- Vacant.] 


) 


NortTHAMPTON, October 6. 


The firft Northampton Regiment of Militia is under orders to march to 
Brighton and Shoreham next week. They march in four divifions—the fir/t 
and fecond will reach Brighton on the 8th and 9th, and the third and fourth 
divifions wil] reach Shoreham barracks on the 9th and 10th. The Light In- 
fantry Company remain at prefent with the 3d Light Infartry brigade at 
Battle barracks, and are confidered by many General Officers as one of the 
best Companies in the fervice. The Grenadiers march on the 9th and 10th 
tas er brigade of Grenadiers to be /tationed at Canterbury during the 

inter. 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ April 28, 1798. 
+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 4, 1798. 
t W.O. 17, No. 956. 

§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? October 6, 1798. 
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The officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of this bat- 
talion, in October, subscribed the sum of £50 towards the relief of 
the widows and children of those who fell under the command of 
Lord Nelson, at the Battle of the Nile.* 

On December 14, 1798, the companies of the battalion were 
quartered at the following towns: 


Brighton. Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke’s. 
‘: Lieut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. - 
i Major T. Tryon’s. 
Canterbury. Captain J. Rose’s. 
Brighton. Captain J. Isham’s. 
Shoreham. Captain H. Wills’s. 
. Captain R. Williamson’s. 
a Captain H. E. Gould’s 
Battle. Captain J. M. Phillip’s. 
Brighton. Vacant.t 


== 1799 = 


Towards the end of May, 1799, the battalion marched from 
Brighton and Shoreham to Deal, where they were quartered.f 
On June 12, 1799, the companies were posted at: 


Deal Barracks. Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke’s. 
Sandown Castle. Lueut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. 
No. 7 Battery. Major T. Tryon’s. 
Canterbury. Captain J. Rose’s. 
Deal Castle. Captain J. Isham’s. 
Deal Barracks. Captain H. Wills’s. 
ss Captain R. Williamson’s. 
a Captain Lord Grey’s. 
Battle Barracks. Captain J. M. Phillips’s. 
Deal Barracks. Captain E. Major’s. 
Captain R. Clarke's. 
No. 2 Battery. Captain J. Bloodworth’s. § 


In August the same year three hundred men of this regiment, 
with four officers, volunteered their services for the line, and joined 
the 4th Regiment at Ashford.|l 

An Order dated October 28, 1799, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the Militia at Deal, to march to Dover Castle on October 
30, after leaving a detachment in the outposts.{ 


* Northampton Mercury,’’ October 27, 1798. 
t W.O. 17, No. 956, 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 1, 1799. 
§ W.O. 17. No. 956. 
| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 3, 1799. 
q W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 473. 
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On November 14, 1799, the several companies were posted as 
follows: 


Dover Castle. Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke’s. 
Sandown Castle. Lieut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. 
Fort No. 1. Major T. Tryon’s. 
Dover Castle. Major T. S. W. Samwell’s. 

Pe Captain J. Rose's. 
Sandown Castle. Captain J. Isham’s. 
Dover Castle. Captain H. Will's. 

3 Captain R. Williamson’s. 
St. Margaret’s Bay. Captain J. M. Phillip’s. 
Dover Castle. Captain E. Major’s. 

‘3 Captain R. Clarke’s. 
Fort No. 2. Captain J. Blocdworth’s.* 


As we learn from the following paragraph, marching orders 
for Bletchington Barracks were shortly afterwards received. 

The Ist Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia marched on Wednesday, 
. Thureday and Friday, the 20th, 21st and 22nd, for Bletchington Barracks, near 
Seaford, Sussex, where it will arrive on the 26th, 27th and 28th inst.t 

On December 9, 1799, one hundred and thirty supernumerary Militia men 


belonging to the Regiment in Bletchington Barracks, marched to their own 
County to be dismissed.} 


— 1800 — 


Shortly after the supernumerary men left for Northampton the 
twelve companies were reduced to eight. 


The Northampton/hire Militia marched on Tuefday and Wednefday from 
Bletchington, and arrive at Dungene/s and the Batteries adjacent near New 
Romney, Kent, on the 21st and 22nd. § 


On June 30, 1800, four companies were at Hythe, one being at 
the Swiss Battery, one and a half at the Sutherland Battery, one 
and a half at the Moncrief Battery; and four companies at Dunge- 
ness, two being at the Redoubt, one at No. 1 and No. 2 Batteries, 
and one at No. 3 and 4 Batteries.|i 


On December 14, 1800, the companies were at: 
Hythe. Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke's. 
Dungeness. Luieut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. 
Hythe. Major T. Tryon’s. 
‘5 Captain J. C. Rose’s. 
Dungeness. Captain J. Isham’s. 
. Captain H. Wills’s. 
Hythe. Captain J. M. Phillips’s. 
Dungeness. Captain E. Major’s. 


* W.0. 17, No. 956. 

+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 23, 1799. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ December 21, 1799. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ June 21, 1800, 
| W.0. 17, No. 986. 

q W.O. 17, No. 956. 
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The regiment remained in the same quarters until the follow- 
ing spring. 


— 1801 — 


NortTHAMPTON, April 18. 


The Northamptonfhire Militia marched from Hythe and Dungene/fs Bat- 
teries on Thurfday the 16th injtant, and arrived at Dover Ca/tle on that and 
the following day, to be /tationed there, the Head-Quarters of the Southern 
District during the Summer.* 


The following week the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
drummers and privates contributed one day’s pay towards the relief 
of the families of those who fell in the late engagement near Copen- 
hagen.t 

Advertisements appeared in the “Northampton Mercury” of 
August 8 and 15, 1801, signed by John Markham, Clerk of the 
General Meetings, ordering all men enrolled in the Old Militia or 
the Supplementary Militia, to assemble at Northampton on Tues- 
day, August 18, 1801, in order to be re-embodied. 


NorTHAMPTON, August 22nd. 


The Supplementary Militia of this County, di/banded in 1799, affembled 
here to the number of near 300 on Tuefday last, purfuant to public notice for 
that purpofe; and in the courfe of next week they are expected to march from 
hence to join the Regiment at Dover.{ 

The Troops forming the garrifon of Dover were reviewed on Saturday, 
September 12, 1801, by His Roval Highne/s the Duke of York, who expre/fed 
him/felf as well pleafed with their foldierly appearance. § 


An Order dated August 27, 1801, was sent from the War Office, 
to the officer commanding the re-embodied men under his command 
at Northampton to cause them to march in two divisions to Dover 
Castle and join the regiment at that place. 

An Order of October 30, 1801, was sent to Lieut.-General Hulse, 
to cause the Militia to march in one division, from Dover Castle on 
Wednesday, November 4, to Canterbury Barracks; from whence 
they were to proceed in four divisions, according to the routes given. 
The first division of three companies to Buckingham, the second 
of two companies to Aylesbury, the third of three companies to 
Fenny Stratford and Old Stratford, and the fourth of two com- 
panies to Newport Pagnell and Olney.9 

These movements are thus recorded in the “ Northampton 
Mercury ”: 


* “ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 18, 1801. 
7 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 25, 1801. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 22, 1801. 
§ ‘“Northampton Mercury,’’ September 19, 1801. 
|| W.0. 5, No. 105, p. 333. : 
q W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 495. 
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NorTHAMPTON, November 7. 


The Northampton/hire Regiment of Militia, under the command of Major 
Samwell marched from Dover Ca/tle, on Wednefday la/t to Canterbury Bar- 
racks, there to remain until the llth inftant, when it will purfue its route 
in four divifions to Buckingham, Aylefbury, Stony Stratford, Olney, and 
Newport Pagnell, where it will be quartered previous to its being difembodied 
at Northampton.* 


Two Orders were issued on November 16, 1801; the first dir- 
ected to the officer commanding the first division on arrival at 
Amersham ordering him to march to Towcester and Foster’s Booth; 
and the second directed to the offcer commanding the fourth divi- 
sion on arrival at.St. Alban’s ordering him to march to Leighton 
Buzzard.t 


NortHaAMrTon, Nov. 28. 


Three Companies of the Northamptonshire Militia arrived here on Wed- 
nefday. The remainder of the Regiment are ftationed at Towce/ter, Brack- 
ley, and Newport-Pagnell, where they are to remain until further orders.] 


Four more Orders were issued on November 21, 1801, directed 
respectively to the officer commanding the first division at Bucking: 
ham, ordering him to march to Northampton, St. James’s End and 
Cotton End, to the oficer commanding the second division at Ayles- 
bury ordering him to march to Towcester and Foster’s Booth, to 
the officer commanding the third division at Dunstable, ordering 
him to march to Daventry, Braunston and Weedon, and to the off- 
cer commanding the fourth division at St. Albans ordering him to 
march to Fenny, Stony, and old Stratford.§ 

The arrival of three companies at Northampton; and the quar- 
tering of the other companies at Towcester, Brackley, Daventry and 
Newport Pagnell is mentioned in the local newspaper.|| 

An Order of December 7, 1801, to the officer commanding at 
Northampton, directed him to cause two of the companies there to 
march to Newport Pagnell, where they were to remain, until the in- 
spection of the cavalry at Northampton was over, and then return to 
their present quarters.1 

Orders were issued December 17, 1801, for two of the com- 
panies at Northampton to march to Olney on Tuesday, December 
22, where they were to remain until Saturday, December 26, and 
then return to Northampton.** 

Also for one of the companies at Daventry to march to Ban- 
bury on Friday, December 25, where they were to remain until Mon- 
day, December 28, and then return to Daventry.** 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ November 7, 1801. 
¢ W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 525. 

t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 28, 1801. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 533. 

|| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 28, 1801. 
q W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 2. 
** W.0. 5, No. 106, p. 9. 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 71 


— 1802 — 


Early in January, 1802, Orders were issued for two of the com- 
panies at Northampton to march on Wednesday, January 13, to 
Newport Pagnell, where they were to remain until Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 19, and then return to Northampton.* 

Also for the company at Daventry to march on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 12, to Southam and Dunchurch, where they were to remain until 
Saturday, January 10, and then return to Daventry.t 

The celebration of the short-lived peace of 1802, is thus re- 
corded by the “ Mercury.” | 


NorRTHAMPTON, April 8. 


The anxious wifhes of the inhabitants of this town for the receipt of the 
Definitive Treaty of Peace were fully gratified on Monday afternoon, by the 
unexpected arrival of the Telegraph and Defiance coaches with the plea/ing 
intelligence, which they had brought from London in five hours and three 
quarters. .... 

On Wednefday afternoon part of the Royal Regiment of Horfe Guards, 
the feveral Companies of the Northampton/fhire Militia in quarters here, the 
Althorpe and Northampton Troops of Yeomanry and the Volunteer Cavalry 
and Infantry, were drawn up in the Square, and fired three vollics upon the 
joyful occafsion ; after which the Officers of the different cor s, with a number 
of the principal inhabitants dined together at the Peacock Inn.{ 


At this time the following letter was sent by the Speaker of 
the House of Commons to the colonel commandant of the regiment. 


Hovuse or Commons, 


7th April 1802. 
Sir, 

By command of the House of Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, I have the honcur of transmitting to you their unanim- 
ous vote of thanks to the officers of the several corps of Militia, which have 
been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the course of the War, 
for the seasonable and meritorious services they have rendered to their King 
and Country. 

And also, the unanimous resolution of the House signifying their high 
approbation and acknowledgment of the services of the non-commissioned offi- 
cers and men of the several corps of Militia which have been embodied in 
Great Britain and Ireland during the Course of the War, which resolution 
of the House you are to communicate to the Non-commissioned officers and 
wads of your corps, whom you are desired to thank for their meritorious 
conduct. 

In transmitting these resolutions, I have at the same time the greatest 
satisfaction in bearing testimony to the gratitude of the House for these ser- 
vices, which have contributed essentially to our security in every part of the 
ae Kingdom, and effectually strengthened the exertions of His Majesty’s 

rms. 
I have the honour to be, 
etc., etc., etc., 
CHARLEs ABBOT, 
Speaker. 
Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke, 
Northampton Militia, 
Northampton. 


* W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 28. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 28. 
1 ‘“‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 3, 1802. 
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Martis 6° die Aprilis, 1802. 
Resolved nemine contradicente, 


That the thanks of this House be given to the Officers of the several corps 
of Militia which have been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during ‘he 
course of the war, for the seasonable and meritorious services they have ren- 
dered to their King and Country. 

Resolved nemine contradicente. 


That this House doth highly approve of and acknowledge the services of 
the non Commissioned Officers and men of the several corps of Militia which 
have been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the course of the 
war, and that the same be communicated to them by the Colonel or Command- 
ing Officers of the several corps, who are desired to thank them for their meri- 
torious conduct. 


Ordered. 


That Mr. Speaker do signify the said resolutions by letter to the Colonel 
or other Commanding Officer of each respective corps. 


J. Ley, A.D., D.C. 


The actual disembodiment of this regiment took place a few 
days later, as is recorded in the following paragraph. 


NortTHAMPTON, April 24. 

The feveral detachments of the Northampton/fhire Militia quartered at 
Daventry, Towcefter, Stony-Stratford, &c., have marched into this town in 
the courfe of the prefent week, and the whole of the Regiment are now difem- 
bodied. Previous to their being difmiffed, Colonel Brooke read to them a 
letter from the Secretary of State’s Office, expre//ing His Majefty’s Thanks 
for the fignall fervices they have rendered their Country.—During a long and 
arduous fervice, we may safely venture to affert the Northampton/hire Militia 
have not been excelled in difcipline, promptitude, or zeal, by any Provincial 
Corps in the kingdom.* 

By “An Act for amending the Laws relating to the Militia in 
England, and for augmenting the Militia,”’t passed June 26, 1802, 
the number of private men to be raised for the county of Northamp- 
ton was fixed at 724, and for the county of Rutland at 83. 

A General Meeting of Lieutenancy was held at the Angel Inn, 
Northampton, on August 14, 1802, at noon, to make arrangements 
for securing a suitable place for keeping the arms, accoutrements, 
clothing, and other stores of the Militia, when not embodied.f 

A further meeting was called by the Clerk of the General Meet- 
ings, and was held at the George Inn, Northampton, on October 5, 
1802, for the purpose of carrying into execution the before-men- 
tioned Act.|l 


— 1803 — 


In less than a year the regiment was again called upon to 
undertake active duties, and an advertisement appeared in the 
“Northampton Mercury” of March 19, 1803, ordering the men en- 


* © Northampton Mercury,’’ April 24, 1802. 
¢ 42 George ITI, Cap. 90. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” July 31, 1802. 
| ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ September 25, 1802. 
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rolled in the Militia to assemble on the Market Place in the town 
of Northampton on Thursday, March 24, 1803, at eight o’clock in 
the forenoon for the purpose of being embodied. 

There is no notice in the “ Mercury ” of this assembly, though no 
doubt the order was duly carried out, and the men were quartered 
in billets in the town. 

Return of His Majesty’s First Battalion of the Northampton- 
shire Regiment commanded by Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke at 
Northampton, March 31, 1803. 

Ten companies. 

Colonel R. B. de Capell Brooke’s. 

Lieut.-Colonel S. Isted’s. 

Brevet Major, T. S. W. Samwell’s. 

Captain J. Isham’s. 

»  E. Major’s. 

»  .. S. Hyde's. 
» Ist Vacant. 

» 2nd Vacant. 


Grenadier Company Captain W. S. Dolben’s. 
Light Company Captain J. M. Phillip’s. 


1 Colonel. 34 Sergeants. 

1 Lieut.-Colonel. 16 Drummers and Fifers. 
6 Captains. 608 Rank and File. 

8 Lieutenants. 21 Sick in Quarters. 

2 Ensigns. 2 Sick in Hospital. 

1 Adjutant. — 

1 Surgeon. 631 


1 Assistant Surgeon.* 


An Order of April 25, 1803, directed the officer commanding 
at Northampton to enlarge his quarters with Kingsthorpe, Harding- 
stone, Duston and Dallington.t 

At this time many of the Militia men were inoculated for the 
smallpox, and some alarm seems to have been caused, and it was 
therefore judged expedient to issue the following notice: 


A report having lately gone abroad that the Militia-men have been in- 
oculated with the Small-Pox, fince they have been called out to exercife, we 
have the be/t authority of contradicting fuch report: it is true fome of them 
have been inoculated with the Cow-Pox, but they are now nearly all of them 
perfectly recovered ; and experience confirms the opinion of the fir/t medical 
men in the kingdom, that no contagion whatever arifes, from the Cow-Pox 
in any /tage of the diforder; confequently, perfons who have neither had 
that nor the Small-Pox, cannot catch either from the perfon ill of the Cow- 
Pox. The Small-Pox does not appear in this town in any one in/tance.] 


The following conviction of a person for receiving regimental 
clothing is perhaps worthy of record: 


* W.0. 17, No. 956. 
t W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 118. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ April 16, 1803. 
II 
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On Thurfday a perfon was convicted before O. Freeman, Efq., Mayor, in 
the penalty of ten pounds, for knowingly buying or receiving a regimental 
shirt, beloning to a private foldier in the Northampton/hire Militia.We hope 
this will operate as a caution to perfons buying or anywife receiving regimen- 
tal nece/f/faries in future.* 


An Order dated May 15, 1803, was issued to the officer com- 
manding at Northampton, to cause the regiment to march in two 
divisions on May 18 and 19 through Newport Pagnell, Dunstable, 
St. Albans, Hampstead, Lewisham, Eltham, Gravesend, Sitting- 
bourne and Canterbury, arriving at Dover Castle on May 27 
and 28.t 

The departure of the Militia is thus chronicled: 


NortHamrtTon, May 21, 1803. 


On Monday la/ft a route arrived for the march of the Northampton/hire 
Militia, in two divisions, for Dover Ca/ftle. They left this town on Wednef- 
day and Thurfday. The regiment has been embodied near two months, and 
it is impo/fible for us not to mention to the honour both of officers and privates, 
that nothing could exceed the fobriety and regularity which univerfally pre- 
vailed during their /tay in this place. They are a very fine body of men.f 


An Order was issued that the supplementary Militia, and the 
men wanted to complete the embodied regiments, were to be raised 
and enrolled before July 16, 1803. 

Early in June, 1803, the Lords Lieutenant of Counties assem- 
bled, and drew lots for the precedence of the various Militia regi- 
ments in England, when the number 29 was drawn for Northamp- 
tonshire § 

The following is the roll of the officers serving at this time: 

Colonel Sir Richard B. de Capell Brooke, Baronet. 

Lieut.-Colonel Samuel Isted. 

Captains Thomas Watson Samwell, Justinian Isham, James 
Monson Phillips, Edmond Major, William Somerset Dolben and 
Thomas Seymour Hyde. 

Lieutenants Jonas Parker, Thomas Vage, John Williams, Ben- 
jamin Sims, William B. Fairman, William F. Algar, Lorenzo Ball, 
John M. Moleneux, and Edward Septimus Orme. 

Ensign Joseph Yeomans. 

Adjutant David Hewlett. 

Quartermastcr Surgeon Thomas Vage. 

Agent, Mr. Oldham, Grafton Street|| 

The regiment was at Dover Castle, June 1, 1803, where it re- 
mained a month. 

On July 14, 1803, the ten companies were in quarters at: 

Deal Barracks. Captain J. Isham’s. 

St. Margaret’s Bay. Captain J. M. Phillip’s. 

Fort No. 1. Captain E. Mayjor’s. 


*** Northampton Mercury,’’ April 23, 1803. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 126. 
t ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 21, 1808. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’ June 18, 1803. 
| ‘A List of Officers of the Militia,” etc., War Office, July 15, 1803. 
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Sandown Castle. Captain W. S. Dolben’s. 
Fort No. 2. Captain T. S. Hyde’s. 
Deal Barracks. Captain E. S. Orme’s. 


. Captain C. Knightley’s. 
* Captain W. Hatton’s. 
Captain L. Robinson’s. 

3 Captain J. Nethercoat’s.* 


The regiment marched on Saturday last from Dover to Deal, 
where part occupy the barracks, and the remainder the several forts 
on the coast.t 

An Order of August 1, 1803, directed that the supernumerary 
men of the Militia should march to Deal, and join their corps. 

Another Order, twelve days later, was directed to the officer 
commanding the detachment at Northampton, to cause a party to 
march, with the battalion horses, to Deal.§ 

A further Order of September 10, 1803, directed the officer 
commanding at Deal to send a detachment of nine men to Oundle, 
where they were to be quartered.|| 


— 1804 — 


In January, 1804, ten companies were at Walmer Barracks, one 
at Sandown Castle, and one at Fort No. 1.9 

The Northamptonshire Militia will march from Deal Barracks 
to Dover Castle on Wednesday next, October 31, there to be quar- 
tered for the winter.** 


It gives us much satisfaction to have it in our power to communicate to 
the public the following very handsome compliment paid to the Northampton- 
shire Regiment of Militia, on their leaving Deal Barracks, where it had been 
suartcred more than a year, to be stationed for the winter at Dover Castle. 
“The Northmaptonshire Regiment being about to remove from their present 
quarters, Major General Cartwright is desirous of expressing to the regiment 
his entire approbation of their conduct during the time he has had the honour 
to command them; and at the same time convey to the Commanding Officer 
his thanks for the zeal and ability with which he has invariably conducted 
himself. The regiment has his best wishes.’’ tT 


— 1805 — 


In April, 1805, three sergeants, ten corporals and two hundred 
and eight privates volunteered to serve in the line, and were posted 
to various regiments.ff 


* W.0. 17, No. 957. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ July 16, 1803. 
1 W.O. No. 106, p. 272. 
§ W.0. No. 106, p. 286. 
|| W.O. No. 106, p. 289. 
q W.O. 17, No. 956. 
#*® «Northampton Mercury,’’ October 27, 1804. 
tt ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’? November 10, 1804. 
tt ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 4, 1805. 
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Early on Monday morning the let inst., Serjeant Bamford, of the North- 
amptonshire Militia, shot himself with a musquet in the black-hole at Dover 
Castle, by placing the muzzle in his mouth and his toe to the trigger; the ball 
passed through his head, and scattered his brains in every direction. The 
deceased had been confined for some days, for beating and cutting an artillery- 
driver, and was to have been tried on the above day; the dread of the ignominy 
and punishment which would attend him, is supposed to have caused the com- 
mission of the rash act. He took the musquet from one of the guard, who 
was sleeping, for the accomplishment of his purpose.* 

A Soldier belonging to the Northamptonshire Militia fell from the cliffs 
at Dover Castle, upon the rocks below, on Saturday last; and wonderful to 
relate has not broken a bone; he is dreadfully bruised, but is in a fair way of 
recovery.f 


General Meetings of Lieutenancy were held at the George Inn, 
Northampton, on August 24 and October 8, 1805, for the purpose 
of carrying into operation two new Acts relating to the Militia. 

On October 5, 1805, the following Order was issued to General 
Sir D. Dundas or officer commanding the southern district. 


It is H.M.P. that vou cause the East York, Hereford, and Northampton 
Rgts of Mil. at Dover on being relieved by the loot Guards to march to Brae- 
bourne Lees Bks & remain.}{ 


The departure of the regiment is thus recorded: 


The Northamptonshire regiment of militia, which has been quartered at 
Dover for sometime past, marched suddenly from thence, last week, to Bray- 
bourne Lees barracks, near Ashford in Kent; their departure from Dover was 
much regretted by the inhabitants, whose esteem they have conciliated by the 
propriety of their behaviour. § 


An Order dated November 22, 1805, directed General Sir D. 
Dundas to cause the Northamptons to march from Brabourne Lees 
Barracks, in two detachments, on November 29 and 30, through 
Maidstone, Gravesend and Billericay, to Chelmsford Barracks.|| 


The Northamptonshire Militia commenced their march yesterday from 
Braborn Lees to Chelmstord barracks, where they are expected to arrive on 
Tuesday and Wednesday next.] 


— 1806 — 


The regiment remained at Chelmsford until about May 14, 
1806, shortly after which time they marched to Woodbridge Bar- 
racks, near Ipswich, in Suffolk. 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ July 13, 1805. 
fT ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” July 20, 1805. 
1 W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 127. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 12, 1805. 
|| W.0O. 5, No. 107, p. 143. 
q ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 30, 18005. 
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1807 — 


The “London Gazette” of February 7, 1807, contains an Order 
of Council for carrying into effect the Training Act. Under this 
the number of men liable to serve for Northamptonshire was to be 
8,895, and for Rutland 917, and the number of men apportioned to 
serve in Northamptonshire was to be 8,168, and for Rutland 224. 

In September, 1807, one sergeant, six corporals, and one hun- 
dred and forty-eight privates volunteered for the line, and were 
posted to the 48th, 69th and 72nd regiments.* 

An Order of October 12, 1807, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the eastern district, to cause a party of the Northampton- 
shire Militia to march from Woodbridge to Northampton and re- 
ceive the newly balloted men for that corps.t 

An Order was sent for the regiment to march in two divisions 
from Woodbridge to Norman Cross Barracks, early in December, 
which does not, howevcr, appear in the Official Marching Book. 

In accordance with this order. 


The Northamptonshire Militia marched from Woodbridge last week, on 
their route to Norman Cross barracks.f 


This Order was varied by two Orders of October 28, 1807. 
The first of these was directed to the officer commanding the first 
division to await his arrival at Huntingdon, to cause the division to 
remain and be quartered at that town, and at Godmanchester. The 
second was directed to the officer commanding the second division 
to await his arrival at Cambridge to cause the division to remain 
and be quartered at that town.§ 

Owing, apparently to the uncertain quarters of the regiment, 
an Order of November 10, 1807, directed that the newly balloted 
men should be quartered and remain at Northampton, until further 
order.| 

- An Order dated next day, was sent to the officer commanding 
at Huntingdon, directing him to send two companies to St. Ives, 
Buckden, and other places.4 
: This Order was, however, cancelled by another issued two days 
ater. 

The division stationed at Cambridge did not remain there long, 
as we learn from the following paragraph. 

A part of the second division of the Northamptonshire Militia which had 
been quartered in Cambridge a short time, marched for Buckden, on Sunday 
sennight, where they were joined by a party of cavalry and procecded to escort 
upwards of 200 of the most refractory French prisoners, who were marched 


from Normancross barracks to Chatham. The remainder of the Northampton- 
shire Militia left that place on Wednesday for Peterborough.** 


* © Northampton Mercury,’’ September 12, 1807. 
t W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 263. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 7, 1807. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 107, pp. 274, 275. 
| W.0. 5, No. 107, p. 281. 
q{@ W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 282. 
** “* Northampton Mercury,’’ November 28, 1807. 


78 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


— 1808 — 


It is probable that about, or soon after this time, the first divi- 
sion marched from Huntingdon to Norman Cross Barracks, as an 
Order of January 7, 1808, directed that the newly balloted men, 
who formed a party of about sixty, should march from Northamp- 
ton to Norman Cross Barracks.* Another Order issued the follow- 
ing day, directed that such parties of recruits as might be fit to 
assist in the duties at Norman Cross should march to that place, 
from time to time.t 

Part of the regiment was posted at Northampton, as an Order 
dated February 5, 1808, was sent to Brigadier-General Williams 
commanding at Norman Cross, to send a detachment of the North- 
amptonshire Militia with spare arms and stores, to join the detach- 
ment at Northampton.f 

An Order of February 26, 1808, directed that the newly bal- 
Joted men on arrival at Peterborough should be quartered there, 
and if there should not be accommodation enough at that city, then 
a detachment should be quartered at Deeping.§ 

The next entry alludes to the price to be paid for a substitute 
for the Militia. 


At a General Meeting of the Licutenancy of the County of Northampton, 
held at the George Inn, in Northampton, it was Resolved that the sum of 
£14 3s. be considered and adjudged as One half of the current Price of a Sub- 
stitute to be paid (as directed by the Act of Parhament 42¢ Geo. III. Cap. 90, 
Sect. 122) to Persons not possessed of any Estate in Land, Goods or Money of 
the clear value of £500, lig have been chosen by Ballot, and enrolled to serve 
in the Militia, or who have provided fit Persons to serve as their Substitutes. || 


The regiment continued to perform the duty at the great mili- 
tary prison of Norman Cross until the following July, when we 
learn that, 


The Northamptonshire Militia last week marched from Norman Cross on 
their route to Woodbridge barracks. 


— 1809 — 


In May, 1809, we learn that the Militia completed the full quota 
of men allowed to volunteer for the line, in accordance with the 
Act of Parliament; and that since April 4, 253 men had transferred 
into the regular army. 

An Order was sent on May 22, 1800, to the officer commanding 
the eastern district to cause the old regiment of Militia to march 


5, No. 107, p. 321. 


*“W.O. 

+ W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 322. 

t W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 332. 
xe 


§ W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 346. 
|| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? May 26, 1808. 
q ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ July 9, 1808. 
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From a painting by Sir N. AL Shee. 
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from Woodbridge in three divisions, on May 29, 30 and 31, through 
Ipswich, Hadleigh, Sudbury, Braintree, Chelmsford, Brentwood, 
Bow, Brentford, Staines, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Andover, Salisbury, 
Shaftesbury, Sherborn, Crewkerne, Chard and Honiton, where three 
companies were to remain, the other seven companies were to proceed 
to Exeter and St. Thomas.* 

During this march a curious incident occurred at Halsted, in 
the county of Essex, on June 3, 1809, which is thus recorded in the 
“Gentleman’s Magazine”: 


** About nine in the morning, a division of the Northamptonshire Militia, 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Isham, marched into the town. A number 
of men, women and children, having assembled, one of the latter ran against 
a very spirited charger rode by the Colonel, which taking fright, immediately 
plunged into the crowd in consequence of which two persons had their ribs 

roken, 11 were severely bruised, and nearly 20 others received some injury. 
Colonel Isham, with the greatest liberality and feeling, immediately ordered 
every attention to be paid to the sufferers, among whom he distributed money 
desired that surgical assistance might be administered at his expense, an 

left a further sum to provide necessaries and as a means of support till their 
recovery.’’t 


An Order dated June 6, 1809, was sent to the officer command- 
ing the Northamptonshire Militia to await arrival at Brentford, to 
cause the regiment to march from that town, in three divisions, on 
June 7, 8 and 9g, through Kingston, Guildford, Farnham, Alton, 
Warnford and Exton, to Gosport, where they were to be quartered 
and remain.¢ 

Unfortunately from this period until February, 1814, the 
Militia Marching Books contain no entries relating to this Militia, 
and we are dependent on casual and uncertain entries in the “ North- 
ampton Mercury.” 

A General Meeting of Lieutenancy was summoned by Charles 
Markham, Clerk of the General Meetings, at the George Inn, North- 
ampton, on Tuesday, October 3, 1800, further to consider the before- 
mentioned Act of 42nd George III, cap go.§ 


== 1810: 


The following paragraph alludes to the raising of the addi- 
tional men required to complete the regiment. 

Regular Militia. The Lords-Lieutenant of counties have received circu- 
lar letters from the Secretary of State, signifying his Majesty’s pleasure that 
the raising of men for the regular militia under the Act of 49th Geo. III, c. 
53, shall cease on the 30th instant. In those counties therefore, in which the 
quotas of men required to be raised under the provisions of this statute, have 
not been completed by enlistments, the deficiency must be supplied by ballot. 
The number required to be raised by this county is 362. At present the num- 
ber which will be provided by beat of drum cannot be exactly ascertained ; 
but from the returns already made, it may be presumed that it will not exceed 


* W.0O. 5, No. 108, p. 32. 
+ Vol. 79, Part i, p. 573. 
~ W.O. 5, No. 108, p. 43. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ September 16, 1809. 
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200, and in that case 162 men must be balloted for. The quota must be 
completed, and the men actually enrolled, before the first day of October nert, 
otherwise the parishes will be charged with a penalty of £40 for every deficient 
man, and still remain liable to supply the deficiencies. The Act of Parliament 
is decisive on these points. The Deputy-Lieutenants cannot enlarge the time 
for providing the men beyond the last day in September; neither can the 
penalties be mitigated or remitted. Churchwardens and overseers may at 
any time before the first of September provide volunteers, who will be en- 
titled to a bounty of ten guineas a man; and as the balloting meetings will 
probably be held as soon as possible after that day, in order that the utmost 
time may be allowed for providing substitutes, tho attention of parish officers 
should be immediately directed to this important object.* 

We are happy to find that the number of persons liable to the regular 
militia ballot for this county is much less than was expected, and that the 
number to be drawn will not be more than about one out of every 26 men; 
the ballot about to take place will therefore fall much lighter than it was 
supposed it would have done before the lists were taken. f 


Many advertisements similar to the following appear in the 
local newspaper : 


Northamptonshire Militia. 


Wanted immediately a single young man to serve as a substitute in the 
Northamptonshire Militia. A liberal bounty will be given. 
Apply to William Lowick, Butcher, at Moulton, near Northampton. 
(Advt.)] 


— 1811 — 


The Northamptons appear to have remained at Gosport, or in 
that neighbourhood, until the middle of May, 1811, when they pro- 
bably moved on to Porchester. 

“The Worcester Militia will march from Portsmouth to Deal 
about the middle of next month. They will be relieved at Por- 
chester by the Northampton Militia.’§ 

A month or so later the corps marched to Portsmouth, where 
they were quartered, and furnished detachments to guard French 
prisoners of war on board a prison ship. 

In June, 1811, the whole of the regiment, with the exception of 
about twenty men, volunteered to extend their services to Ireland, 
and on this being reported to the Secretary of State, he replied as 


follows: 
Whitehall, 12th July, 1811. 


Sir, 

I have laid before His Roval Highness the Prince Regent your Letter of 
the 10th, instant, transmitting to me the Return of tho Officers and Men of 
the Northamptonshire Militia who have consented to extend their services to 
Ireland, and who have accordingly been sworn in and enrolled for the Militia 
of the United Kingdom; and I have it in Command from his Royal Highness 
to express to you the high sense which his Royal Highness entertains of the 
alacrity with which they have been led to adopt a Measure so materially Con- 


* “Northampton Mercury,’”’? June 23, 1810. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? August 4, 1810. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 25, 1810. 
§ ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ March 2, 1811. 
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nected with the general interest of the Empire, and to request you will make 
known to the Officers and Men of the Regiment under your Command, who 
have consented to extend tlicir services, the satisfaction which his Royal High- 
nese derives from this additional proot of their regard for the welfare of the 
country, and their attachment to the service of his Majesty. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


RYDER. 
Lieut.-Colonel Isham, 
Northamptonshire AMilitia.* 


Shortly after this time the Northamptons were sworn in and 
left England for Ireland, where they were quartered, but unfortun- 
ately we have no particulars as to their voyage or Irish service. 


_ _The regular regiment of Militia of this county is now quartered at Armagh 
in Jreland.f 


— 1812 — 


In May, 1812, seventy-seven privates volunteered to serve in 
the regular forces, and were posted to various regiments, and their 
names are advertised in the newspaper.! 


— 1813 — 


It affords us particular satisfaction to state, that the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and privates, of tho Militia of this county, now doing duty 
in Ireland have, by their Colonel, Sir R. B. de Capell Brooke, Bart., sub- 
scribed one day’s pay each, amounting to £49 5s. 2d. towards the relief of the 
Russians, suffering in consequence of the French invasion of their country. § 


Early in May the regiment left Armagh, and probably marched 
to Belfast, whence they sailed to Portpatrick, in the Rhinns of Gal- 
loway, and marched on to Edinburgh. 


The Regiment of the Old Militia of the county the beginning of last 
-week landed at Port Patrick from Ireland, and are now on their march to 
Edinburgh Castle, where they will be quartered during the summer.|| 


They duly arrived at Edinburgh on April 17, 1813. On May 
20 the regiment, in conjunction with the Norfolk Militia, furnished 
a guard of honour to attend His Grace the Lord High Commissioner 
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

During this year one hundred and thirty-three men volunteered 
to serve in the line, and were posted to various regiments. 


— 1814 — 


Whilst the Northamptons were in Edinburgh, two companies 
volunteered to extend their services to the provisional battalion of 
Militia. They consisted of Captain F. Pcntigull and Captain W. 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ July 20, 1811. 
+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? November 23, 1811. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 23, 1812. 
§ ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ January 30, 1813. 
| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? May 15, 1813. 
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Jones, Lieutenant R. Glover and Lieutenant H. Bowles, two drum- 
mers, eighteen corporals, and one hundred and sixty-two privates. 
They proceeded southward, as recorded in the following para- 
graph: 


Friday sennight [February 4, 1814] two Companies of the Militia of this 
County, and two Companies of the Wiltshire Militia, marched from Edin- 
burgh Castle for Leith, to embark on some smacks for Gravesend. They are 
to join one of the provisional Militia regiments now under orders for foreign 


service.* 


On arriving at Gravesend the officer commanding received the 


following order: 
Horse Guards. 
12th, Feby. 1814. 
Officer Commanding the Detachment of the Northamptonshire Militia on 
arrival at Gravesend to cause it to be quartered and from thence proceed on 
the following day (Sundays excepted) by the annexed Route to Portsmouth, 
and join the provisional Battn. of Militia. 
Ist day Wrotham and Wrotham Heath. 
2nd ,, Sevenoaks and Riverhead. 
3rd ,, Grinstead and Forest Row. 
Sth ,, Pulboro, Fittleworth and Petworth. 
6th ,, Chichester and Suburbs. 
7th ,, Havant and Emsworth. 


8th ,, Portsmouth. 
F. Hill.t 


It is not, however, probable that these companies ultimately 
left the country, and most likely they formed the detachment men- 
tioned in the Order of June 29, 1814, hereinafter quoted, having in 
the meantime found their way to Hilsea. 

On April 15 the garrison of Edinburgh Castle fired a feu de 
jote to celebrate the capture of Paris. 

The next Order refers to a small party of six men, which had 
been left apparently at Sheerness, and were ordered to undertake a 
march of some four hundred miles to Berwick-on-Tweed; and we 
may presume that they continued their course to Edinburgh to join 
their comrades. 

Horse Guards 
3d. March 1814. 
Officer Commanding in Kent to cause the Party named in 
1 Serjeant the Margin of the Northampton Militia to proceed by the an- 
1 Drummer _ nexed Route from Sheerness to Berwick upon Tweed Where it 


4 Privates is to be quartered and follow the Orders of the Officer Com- 
manding in North Britain for further proceeding to join its 


Corps. 
Monday 7 March Gravesend. 
Tuesday 8 54 Romford. 
Wednesday 9 ,, Stratford. 
Thursday 10S, Royston. 
Friday i ee Huntingdon. 
Saturday 12°: 35 Stilton, 
Sunday 13—C«,, Halt. 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ February 19, 1814. 
t W.O. 5, No. 110, p. 89. 
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Monday 14_=SCO™U,;, Stamford. 
Tuesday 15 SCO, Grantham. 
Wednesday 16 ,, Newark, 
Thursday WwW 45 Tuxford. 


Friday 18 sy, Doncaster. 
Saturday 19 _ SCs, Pontefract. 
Sunday 20 _~=~C«s;y Halt. 


Monday >) ar Weatherly. 
Tuesday 22 ~«C;; Boroughbridge. 
Wednesday 23 ,, Northallerton, 
Thursday 24 =C;; Darlington. 


Friday 25 =«y; Durham. 
Saturday 26 =Cy; Newcastle. 
Sunday at fs Halt 
Monday 28. -5 Morpeth 


Wednesday 30 ,, Belford. 
Berwick-on-T weed. 


J. Haverfield.* 


The war in the Peninsula having been happily concluded, and 
peace having been declared between England and France on May 
30, 1814, it was considered advisable to disband the greater num- 
ber of the regiments of Militia which were then serving in Great 
Britain and Ireland. The War Office therefore issued Orders for 
such regiments to return to headquarters for the purpose of being 
disembodied. 

The Northamptonshire Militia being one of these regiments the 
route arrived for their native country, and they accordingly marched 
from Edinburgh Castle on June 11 to Leith, where they embarked 
for Hull. On leaving they received the following handsome tribute 
from the officer commanding the forces in Scotland. 


Edinburgh, June 14. Yesterday morning the first division of the North- 
ye Regiment of Militia embarked at Leith, on their return home to Eng- 
land. This fine Regiment has for more than a year been in garrison in the 
Castle, and a higher tribute cf praise cannot be paid them, than the General 
Orders issued by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces in Scotland, 
upon their Departure. 


Adjutant-General’s office, Edinburgh, 
June 14. 
GENERAL ORDpERB. 


_ The Northampton regiment of Militia being under Orders for South 
Britain, Lieutenant-Gen. Wynyard cannot omit to express the great regret 
he feels at losing the services within his command of so excellent and well 
conducted a corps; and he requests that Major-General Hope, commanding 
the brigade will convey to Major Phillipe his unqualified approbation of its 
discipline, field movements, and internal economy; and to the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates, his approbation of their conduct on duty, 
and in garrison, during the period the Lieutenant-General hae had the happi- 
ness to command them. It affords the Lieutenant General the highest pleas- 
ure to pay this just tribute of praise due to the zeal and assiduity of Major 
Phillips in the command of this Regiment, which, under his Orders, has main- 
fained a character for discipline and regularity, reflecting the highest credit 
upon himself and the British service. In expressing these sentiments to 

ajor Phillips, Major General Hope, will at the same time be pleased to 
convey to Major Hyde, and the Captains and subalterns of the Corpse, that 
though the Lieutenant General cannot but feel himself particularly indebted 


* W.O. 5, No. 110, p 135. 
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to Major Phillips, for the perfect state of the Regiment, yet he is also fully 
sensible that their assiduity in zealously seconding the exertions of their Com- 
manding Officer, has most materially contributed to establish the discipline so 
conspicuous in the Northampton Regiment. 


(Signed) Gro. Lett, Colonel, D.A.G. 


B.O.—In transmitting to Major Phillips the General Order issued this 
day by Lieutenant-general Wynyard, Major-General Hope begs to assure the 
Major, that he feels great satistaction at the approbation expressed by the 
Commander of the Forces, of the good conduct and uniform steady and soldier- 
like appearance of the Northampton Regiment on all occasions. Having been 
anticipated by the Lieutenant-General in these expressions it would be pre- 
sumption in Major-General Hope to add one word more on the subject, further 
than to express his regret at losing so fine a Regiment out of his brigade. 


(Signed) J. S. Lixpsgy, Major of Brigade.* 


The local newspaper reports the arrival of the regiments at 
Hull, whence they marched to Grantham. 


Yesterday se’nnight the Militia of this County, arrived at Hull from Leith 
in Scotland; the let division most probably will march into this town the early 
bead of next week; soon after the arrival of the whole it is expected they will 

e disembodied. It is upwards of 11 years since the Regiment marched out 
of the County.f 


On arrival at Grantham the commanding officer found the fol- 
lowing Order awaiting him: 
Horse Guards. 
21 June 1814. 


Officer Commanding the first Division of the Northamptonshire Militia on 
arrival at Grantham to cause it to be Quartered and from thence to proceed 
by the following Route to Northampton. 


Friday 24 June Stamford. 

Saturday 20 ,, Oundle and Thrapston. 

Sunday 26. 4. Halt. 

Monday 7 ae Wellingborough and Higham Ferrers. 
Tuesday 28 =C«s, Northampton. 


J. Haverfield, 
Lt. Col.f 


A similar route was issued the next day for the second division 
of the regiment. 


On the Mornings of Tuesday and Wednesday this Town presented a very 
interesting scene by the marching in of the County Militia, who were met at 
a considerable distance from the town by numbers of the inhabitants, greeting . 
them with the most cordial welcome, and expressing in the most sensible man- 
ner their gladness on the return of their poles and fellow townsmen with 
the joyful prospect of their not being again specdily called away. The bells 
rang merry peals on the occasion. The very pespectable and well disciplined 
Regiment, the uniform conduct of which is so highly honourable to the County 
and Country as well as to themselves, will be disembodied in the course of a 
few days.§ 

On Wednesday the Old Militia of this County assembled in the market- 
equare preparatory to their being disembodied. 


* “Northampton Mercury,” July 2, 1814. 

{ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” June 25, 1814. 
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The Regiment in conscquence of the great numbers which have lately vol- 
unteered into the line (in the last year 324 and during the war upwards of 
1,400) Consisted only of between four and five hundred men, was formed into 
a circle, and addressed in a very complimentary and energetic manner by 
Colonel Sir R. Brooke, Bart. It is but justice to observe, that under the 
diligent and judicious exertions of the officers, but few Militia Regiments ever 
attained so high a state of discipline; or for their general conduct were so 
wher honoured with the approbation and thanks of the different General 
Officers in England, Ireland, and Scotland, where the regiment has been re- 
spectively stationed during the last eleven years. 

Yesterday morning the arms and accoutrements were given up, each man 
receiving at the same time fourteen days’ pay. 

The staff of the regiment is still to be kept up, and many of the sergeants 
are Denna nene Several of the men, who have not served five years upon their 
enrolment, are liable again to be called upon should the Country within the 
period of their engagement require their future services, but which we trust 
will not be the case. 

On Thursday the Officers of the Central Local Militia gave a very elegant 
entertainment at the George Inn, in the town, to the Officers of the above 
Regiment, previously to their retiring from an active and protracted service, 
in which they have uniformly manifested the most honourable solicitude to 
effectually support the cause of their King and Country. Lieut.-Col. Sam- 
well presided. The day was spent in the most aereeatle manner, with tho 
utmost harmony and conviviality.*® 


The following General Order was issued by His Royal High- 
ness the Commander-in-Chief, with the extract from the Journal 
of the House of Lords, and was sent to the colonel of every Militia 
regiment. No doubt this Order arrived at Northampton in time 
to be communicated to the officers and men of the Northampton- 
shire Regiment before they dispersed. 


House of Lords. 
July 5th, 1814. 
RESOLVED, Nemine Dissentiente. 


That the thanks of this House be given to the Officers of the several pag ie 
of Militia, which have been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
Course of the War, for the seasonable and meritorious services which they 
have rendered to their King and Country. 

REsoitvep, Nemine Dissentiente. 

That this House doth highly approve and acknowledge the services of tho 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the several Corps of Militia which 
have been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the Course of the 
War; and that the same be communicated by the Commanding Officers of the 
hal Corps, who are desired to thank them for their meritorious conduct. 

RDERED. 

That the Lord Chancellor do communicate the said resolutions, by letter 
to the Secretary of State for the Home Department, in Order to be by him com- 
municated to the Colonels, or Commanding Officers of each respective Corps, 
through the Commander-in-Chief. 


The next two Orders probably refer to the two companies who 
left Edinburgh, as previously mentioned, for active service abroad. 


Horse Guards. 
29, June 1814. 


Officer Commanding the South West District to cause a Detachment of 
the Northampton Provisional Militia at Hilsea to march by the Annexed Route 
to Rael ae where it is to be quartered for the purpose of being dis- 
embodied. 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,” July 9, 1814. 
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Friday 1 July Petersfield. 
Saturday 2: Farnham. 
Sunday SD” a5 Halt. 
Monday 1, Oakingham. 
Tuesday DF <5 Marlow. 
Wednesday 6 ,, Aylesbury. 
Thursday Tox Halt. 
Friday 8 ,, Stony Stratford. 
Saturday Ww 3; Northampton. 
J. Haverfield. 


Lt. Col.* 


Horse Guards. 
30, June 1814. 


Officer Commanding a Detachment of the Northampton Provisional Mili- 
tia on arrival at Frome to cause it to be quartered and from thence proceed 
by the following Route to Northampton where it is to be Quartered for the 
purpose of being disembodied. 


Friday 8 July East Larrington. 
Saturday a Marlborough 
Sunday 10 ,, Halt. 

Monday 1 Uae Wantage 


Tuesday 12 ,, Oxford. 
Wednesday 13 ,, Bicester. 
Thursday 1 Se Buckingham. 
Friday j CS ee Towcester. 
Saturday 16 ,, Northampton. 
J. Haverfield. 
Lt. Col.t 


Yesterday se’nnight that portion entitled the Provisional] Militia of this 
County, who had during the lato War, volunteered their services for the Con- 
tinent of Europe, marched into this place from Towcester, and on the follow- 
ing day were disembodied.{ 


Next year the Emperor Napoleon quitted Elba and, landing 
at Cannes, proceeded to Paris, where the army rallied round him, 
and on June 18, 1815, the great Battle of Waterloo was fought, 
which secured the peace of Europe. 

No doubt many of the men who had served in the Northamp- 
tonshire Militia, and who had volunteered for the line, fought at 
this decisive battle, and it is sad that their names cannot be en- 
rolled in these records. | 

No training of the regiment took place for the next seven 
years, during which time it 1s probable that all the old soldiers, who 
had performed such excellent and arduous services in the three 
parts of the United Kingdom, had completed their term of service. 

In the Army List of June 15, 1816, all the Militia regiments in 
England are marked “ Disembodied.” 


* W.O. 5, No. 111, p. 203. 
t W.O. 5, No. 111, p. 208. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’ July 30, 1814. 
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— 1820 — 


An advertisement was inserted in the local paper, signed by 
Charles Markham, Clerk of the General Meetings, dated May 12, 
1820, ordering all men enrolled in the Northamptonshire Militia 
to appear on the Market Place, in the town of Northampton, on 
Thursday, May 25, at ten o'clock for the twenty-eight days’ 
training.* 


The County Militia assembled in this Town for 28 days’ training, were 
esterday inspected in the Barrack ground by the Marquis of Northampton, 
rd Lieutenant of the County, when they performed their various evolutions 
highly to the satisfaction of the Noble Marquis, and with great credit to them- 
selves; and more especially when we consider the short period they have been 
in training, and the comparatively very few old soldiers there are in the ranks. 
It is also gratifying to be enabled to bear testimony to their proper and soldier- 
like conduct when disengaged from their military duty, and in quarters; we 
believe hitherto there has not been a complaint against a single individual.f 


— 1821 — 


The training this year also took place in June. 


The County Militia assembled in this town for a 21 days’ training, were 
yesterday inspected in the Barrack ground by their Commander Colonel Brooke, 
when they performed their various evolutions in the most satisfactory man- 
ner. We feel great pleasure in stating, that the conduct of the Men when 
disengaged from their Military duty and in quarters, reflects upon them the 
highest credit.] 


== 182):— 


An Order dated May 9, 1825, appeared in the local press dir- 
ecting that the Militia should assemble on the Market Place, North- 
ampton, on Wednesday, May 25, for the twenty-eight days’ 
training. § 

A Quaker who refused to serve in the Militia was sentenced 
to be imprisoned in the Northampton Gaol. 


On Tuesday last the Militia of this County commanded by Col. Sir R. B. 
de C. Brooke, Bart., completed their twenty-eight days of training, during 
which period they had conducted themselves both in quarters and on duty in 
a remarkably steady manner. On Saturday the Regiment had a grand field 
day, when they went through their exercise with great precision, under the 
inspection of the Marquis of Northampton, the Lord Lieutenant of the County, 
who highly complimented both the Officers and privates on their soldier-like 
appearance. 

We cannot speak too highly of the indefatigable exertions of the staff 
who in the short period of 28 days produced the steadiness and discipline of 
veterans in a Regiment of completely raw troops, not more than 30 of whom 
having any previous knowledge of military tactics.|| 


* ‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 18, 1820. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 17, 1820. 
+ “Northampton Mercury,’’ June 2, 1821. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’? May 7, 14, 21, 1825. 
| ‘* Northampton Mercury,’ June 25, 1825. 
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Sergeant-Major Childs died at Northampton on January 17, 
at the age of ninety-one. He had served in the regiment from the 
year 1759 until his death. 

The training this year was the first held since the last recorded 
in 1825, and the men were summoned by an advertisement in the 
“Mercury,” signed by Charles Markham, Clerk of the General Meet- 
ings, ordering them to appear on the Market Place, Northampton, 
on Tuesday, September 20.* 


The Regiment of our County Militia, commanded by Col. Sir Justinian 
Isham, Bart., now in course of training at the royal barracks in this town, 
consists of a remarkably fine body of men. Their attention to the instruc- 
tions of their officers, and their consequent improvement during the past week 
as well as their uniformly good conduct, have gained them very general an 
deserved eulogy.f 


This is the only reference in the “Mercury” to this training, 
but it seems from the following paragraph that there was some 
crime in the regiment this year. 


ComMITMENTS :—To the County Gaol. By Lieutenant Colonel Rokeby, 
Wiliam Perrim, and Benjamin Jeffery, each for twenty-five days, and John 
Brooks, for twenty days, three privates of the Northamptonshire Militia, pur- 
suant to the eentences of Courts Martial.] 


It appears that all the Militia regiments in England were 
called up for training in 1820, 1821, 1825 and 1831. 


— 1832-1854 — 


From 1831 until 1852 the whole of the Militia force of the 
country lay dormant, hardly any officers were appointed, the per- 
manent staff was but partially kept up, and such adjutantcies as 
kecame vacant were not filled. 

Under the provisions of yearly Acts of Parliament the ballot 
for Militia remained in abeyance, and no attempt was made to 
train the various regiments. 

The Northamptonshire Militia shared the fate of other corps, 
and no appointments of officers were made between 1831 and April 
2, 1845, when Thomas Philip Maunsell, Esquire, was gazetted 
colonel. 

On November 26, 1845, Lord Burghley became major: on Feb- 
ruary 27, 1846, Captain Rose adjutant, and during that year sev- 
eral other officers joined the regiment. 

Nothing further appears to have been done for the next six 
years, but in 1852 the Militia was ordered to be raised by voluntary 
enrolment in lieu of compulsory ballot. 


* ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ September 3, 1831. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 1, 1831. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ October 8, 1831. 


Digitized by Google 


Cor. THomas Prinir MAuNseEtt. 


89 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 89 


== 1852 == 


The adjutant, Captain Rose, went round the county to enlist 
men for the Militia, and received much assistance from the country 
gentlemen, clergymen, farmers and overseers, who all lent their aid. 

The “Herald” thus records the proceedings: 


‘‘The enrolment of this force progresses favourably . .. A bounty of £6 
is given to each volunteer; 10s. is paid on attestation, and the remainder may 
be received in the following manner, viz., 10s. at the termination of the first 
training, and 2s. per month during the term of service, until the whole £6 
shall have been received; or, the volunteer may receive £1 1s. during each 


annual training . . . The Government will provide him with clothes, that is, 
coat, trowsers, stock, forage cap, pair of boots, two cotton shirts, and two 
air of socks . . . The number attested are as follows :—At Northampton, 47, 


Vellingborough, 44, Oundle, 22, Thrapston, 12, King’s Cliffe, 25, Peterborough, 
14, Kettering, 83, Highgate House, 19, Daventry, 35.* 


The following 1s the roll of officers serving in the Northamp- 
tonshire Regiment of Militia when re-organised : 

Colonel: T. P. Maunsell; Lieut.-Colonel: Lord Burghley, M.P.; 
Major: Q. Vivian; Captains: J. C. Mansel, C. Hill, R. T. Clarke, W. 
Christie, J. B. Maunsell, E. F. Hatton, J. B. Robinson, W. L. Christie, 
R. Vernon, H. Smith; Lieutenants: T. R. Andrew, R. N. Newcombe, 
J. E. Lovell, J. Tryon, T. Donald and G. A. Maddock; Captain, Ad- 
jutant, Pay and Quartermaster: T. Rose; Surgean: H. Terry; As- 
sistant Surgeon: G. J. Gates. 

The first training under the new arrangements commenced on 
Monday, October 25, when 618 men appeared on parade. “They 
have all received their uniforms, and bid fair to make a fine body 
cf trained men.” t 

The twenty-one days’ service of the County Militia terminated 
on Monday, November 15. The regiment was reviewed at the bar- 
racks on the previous Wednesday by Colonel Maunsell and Lord 
Burghley. On Sunday a highly complimentary order signed by 
Thos. Rose, Adjt., was read after evening parade. 

At the termination of the training a deputation consisting of 
Messrs. T. Marshall, J. Whiteman and W. T. Higgins waited on 
Col. Maunsell and Lieut. Col. Lord Burghley at the George Hotel, 
and presented the following memorial. 


We, the Mayor and Magistrates, on behalf of the inhabitants of the Bor- 
ough of Northampton, beg before the return of your men to their homes, to 
express to them, through you, our sense of their praiseworthy conduct during 
the twenty-one days that they have been quartered in this town: conduct 
which we feel will be as gratifying to you as it is creditable to tho county 
from which they have volunteered. 

Phil. Jeyes, Mayor. 


John Marshall, J.P. 


* “Northampton Herald,’’ October 2, 1852. 
+ ‘‘ Northampton Herald,’’ October 30, 1852. 
13 
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The following answer was returned :— 


Col. Maunsell, Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Burghley and the other officers 
of the Northam tonshire Regiment of Militia, are extremely gratified that 
the conduct of their men during the period has met with the approbation of 
the Mayor, the Magistrates and other inhabitants of the town of Northamp- 
ton. They beg to offer to them collectively and individually their best thanks 
for their flattering addrese, and trust that when again called out, the eouduict 
of their men may merit a continuance of their good opinion. 


Head Quarters, 
George Hotel, 
Northampton. 
Nov. 15th, 1852.* 


Thus ended the first training, since 1831, which appears to have 
been of a most successful character. 

The organising of the permanent staff was a difficult task, and 
the assistance of a sergeant and men belonging to 42nd Regiment of 
Highlanders was obtained for this and the following training. 


[853 — 


The twenty-eight days’ training at Northampton commenced 
on May 26. On June 18, the regiment was reviewed at the bar- 
racks by the Marquis of Excter, Her Mayesty’s Lieutenant for 
Northamptonshire, when he addressed the officers and men, and 
congratulated them on the proficiency they had attained. Two 
days later the regiment was inspected at the barracks by Colonel 
T. Reed, C.B., at noon, when he was received with a general salute. 


After the inspection Colonel Reed said ‘‘Colonel Maunsell, Lieutenant 
Colonel Lord Burghley, Officers, and Soldiers: It is with the greatest satisfac- 
tion I have witnessed your movements of to-day. I can assure you it is highly 
creditable to both officers and men, and I am utterly astonished at the 
proficiency at which you have arrived in 60 short a time. I assure vou that 
some of the movements were equal to any regiment of the line; this I say 
without any flattery, for it is no more than your due.” 


The officers entertained some two hundred guests to luncheon 
at the George Hotel, followed by a ball, which was kept up until 
eight o'clock in the evening, after which the officers and their friends 
dined. 

Next day the regiment was dismissed after a farewell speech 
from the Colonel, and the receipt of an address from the Mayor of 
the town to the Colonel expressing satisfaction with the behaviour 
and good discipline of the regiment. 

On the Wednesday Sergeant Lawton and the men belonging to 
the 42nd Highlanders, who had assisted in the drill of the regiment, 
departed, being escorted to the station by some of the officers and 
the band.t 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ November 20, 1852. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 25, 1853. 
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— 1854 — 


The Militia assembled at Northampton on May 1 for the an- 
nual training. A grand review took place in a field on the Billing 
Road to the east of the Lunatic Asylum (now St. Andrew’s Hospital) 
on May 18, before Colonel Garrett, of the 46th Regiment. After the 
review a luncheon was given by the officers at the George Hotel, 
which was followed by a ball, where dancing was ccntinued, with 
great spirit, until eight o’clock.* 

On May 22 the regiment was inspected by Major-General Ar- 
buthnot, who made a very favourable report of their efficiency. 

Next day the men gave in their arms and accoutrements and 
were paid and dismissed.f 

The war with Russia having been declared on March 28, 1854, 
it became necessary ere long to fall back on the old Constitutional 
Forces; and in August the same year the Northamptons were em- 
bodied for active service, and once more volunteered to serve in 
Treland. 

The regiment accordingly assembled at Northampton, and were 
duly equipped on a war footing. 

The following is the roll of officers who were serving on em- 
bodiment : — 

Lieut-Colonel: Lord Burghley, M.P. Majors: Lord B. T. M. 
Ceci, and Q. Vivian. Captains: C. Hill, R. T. Clarke, W. Christie, 
E. F. Hatton, J. B. Robinson, W. L. Christie, C. W. Watkins, H. S. 
Smith, T. R. Andrew, and R. N. Newcombe. Lieutenants: I. E. 
Lovell, T. Donald, D. Wake, the Honble. T. L. Powys, H. M. Stock- 
dale, F. W. Bowman, and W. D. L. Sparrow. Easigns: S. Graves 
and W. Kerr. Captain, Adjutant, Pay and Quartermaster: T. Rose. 
Surgeon: H. Terry. Assistant Surgeon: N. Jackson. 

Orders were at once received for the departure of the regiment 
for Liverpool, on the way to Dublin, in two divisions, on August 
24 and 25. 

The “Herald” thus records the :— 


Departure of the Militia. 


A portion of the militia left us on Thursday morning. . . At five a.m. the 
men, under the command of Major Vivian, and headed by the fine regimental 
band, marched from the Square to the Railway Station, where a special train 
was in readiness to convey them to Liverpool, en route to Dublin. They were 
accompanied to tho station by crowds of spectators, increasing in numbers 
at every step.. Everything being in readiness at the station, men and bag- 
gage were soon packed in the carriages, and at six o’clock the train puffed 
away amid the hearty and continuous cheering of the spectators, the band 
playing ‘‘ Cheer boys! cheer !’’ to the marked satisfaction of both soldiers and 
civilians. 

Lieut.-Col. Lord Burghley, with band, colours, and the remainder of the 
regiment, left at the same hour yesterday morning.] 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ May 20, 1854. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 27, 1854. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Herald,’’ August 26, 1854. 
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The “Mercury” amplifies this account by stating that each 
division consisted of five companies, that the band played the “ Gen- 
erale” and “Brighton Camp” on the way to the station, and that 
a flag waved from the tower of All Saints’ Church, and the bells 
pealed a farewell.* 

The state of the regiment at this time was as follows: two field 
officers, nine captains, six subalterns, twenty-two sergeants, fifteen 
drummers, forty-three corporals, and seven hundred and seven 
privates. 

On August 26 the regiment, under the command of Luieut.- 
Colonel Lord Burghley, marched into Dublin and were quartered 
at the Richmond Barracks and Island Bridge. 

Shortly before this time the Adjutant, Captain Rose, had a 
severe fall from his horse, but he was able a few days later to take 
up his duties in Dublin, Lieutenant H. M. Stockdale having been 
appointed in the meantime as quartermaster. 

One company, under the command of Captain Rundle, was left 
at the Depot, at Northampton, for the purpose of conducting the 
recruiting. : 

The regiments in the garrison at Dublin at this time were the 
goth Foot, the 7th Dragoon Guards, the 6oth Rifles, and the 3rd 
West York and Northamptonshire Regiments of Militia. The goth 
Regiment very soon embarked for the Crimea, and their place was 
taken by the 56th Foot (Pompadours), and the Cambridgeshire Mil- 
itia was then added to the garrison. 

In December, 1854, the quarters were changed to the Linen Hill 
Barracks, to make room for the Dublin County and City Militia, 
which were at that time embodied. 


= [699° 


In March, 1855, the Northamptons, in conjunction with many 
other Militia regiments, volunteered to serve abroad, and were ac- 
cordingly sworn in for this purpose. 


About this time, when Militia Regiments were occupying most of the gar- 
risons at home in order to set the troops of the line at liberty, an event oc- 
curred which will be ever memorable in the history of the force. It was sup- 
posed to have been discovered that under an Act of Parliament commonly 
called Lord Panmure’s Act, all militiamen enrolled before a certain date could 
not be kept embodied longer than fifty-six dave; a rumour of this fact having 
spread amongst the Militia; a very large number of men of various Regiments 
in different parts of the country claimed the right to be sent home.t The 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ August 26, 1854. 

t The idea of the men being only bound to serve for fifty-six days was quite 
@ fallacy as the Act of George III, which empowered the King to embody the 
Militia for any length of time had never been repealed, 6o that the Queen had 
full power under this Act to keep the Militia embodied during the continuance 
of the Russian War. This was fully explained to the men of the Northampton- 
shire Militia by their colonel and had it not been for those men in the different 
Militia Regiments in the garrison who did not volunteer for foreign service 
misleading the men of the Northamptonshire Militia, that regiment, upon the 
assurance that they were bound to serve under the Act of George III would 
have returned to their duty at once. 
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feeling was manifested very strongly by the Cambridgeshire and 3rd West York, 
who were also quartered in Dublin, and the infection soon reached the North- 
emptonshire. Between six and seven hundred men of this Regiment, however, 
had been re-sworn for service abroad, so the Act in question did not apply to 
them. This led to some little irritation, and there were not persons wanting 
who tried to persuade the men that they had been deceived. 

Lieut. Colonel Lord Burghley listened to their complaints most patiently, 
and took every pains to explain the circumstances of their position, and in thie 
he was most ably assisted by his Officers. 

In the meantime the men who had not voluntecred to serve abroad, and 
who by leave of the Secretary of State for War elected to return to the country 
to serve at the depot, were marched out of the barracks, by order of General 
Lord Seaton, G.C.B., to the transports as soon as possible, and embarked for 
England. The cause and the promoters of the dissatisfaction amongst the men 
who had volunteered and been attested for foreign service having been once 
removed, the good feeling in the Regiment was soon restored, and the men 
took a pride in the thought that they had not deserted their country in the hour 
of danger when their services were required.* 


It appears from the following paragraph that the destination 
of the regiment was supposed to be Malta: — 


Viecount Burghley, M.P., Colonel of the Northamptonshire Militia, which 
has been doing duty in Dublin, is on the eve of embarking with his corps for 
service at Malta.t 

THe NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE MI.I114 is under orders for Plymouth, on its way 
to the Mediterranean, This is the only Regiment in Dublin which has not 
sustained the loss of manv of ite men, it having attested 538 for foreign service 
before Lord Panmure’s circular was received. { 


The destination of the regiment at this time seems to have been 
very uncertain, and probably contradictory orders were issued from 
the War Office. The “Mercury” states that :— 


Tue NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE Mititra has left Dublin; 540 are gone to Malta, 
and about 50 are billeted in this town for recruiting purposes. § 


The station of the regiment was, however, changed to Gibraltar, 
and the Northamptons were under order to proceed to that fortifica- 
tion, but in consequence of the lack of troops at Plymcuth, the regi- 
ment reccived orders to proceed there without delay. 

In accordance with these Orders the regiment, headed by four 
military bands, and attended by a large concourse of people, 
marched down to the quay, on April 12, and embarked for Liverpool, 
whence they entrained for Gloucester. At this city they stayed over 
the Sunday, and attended the service in the cathedral. 

On Monday, April 16, the regiment procecded by train to Devon- 
port, where the officers were hospitably entertained by the officers of 
the 2nd Cheshire Regiment of Militia. 

The quarters were at Mount Wise and St. George’s Barracks. 
Soon after the arrival of the Northamptonshire Militia at Devon- 
port, they were inspected by the Most Honble. the Marquis of Exe- 


* ‘“‘ Records of the Services of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,’”’ 
1756 to 1889. 


+ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ March 24, 1855. 
{ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” April 14, 1855. 
§ ‘*Northampton Mercury,’’ April 21, J&35. 
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ter, K.G., the Lord Lieutenant of the County of Northampton, and 
at the same time Lady Burghley presented the new colours. 

The regiment was drawn up for this ceremony under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Colonel Lord Burghley, M.P. The old colours were 
first trooped, and then marched off the ground, in due form: and 
these are probably the cotours which are now at Thorp Malsor Hall, 
as hereinafter mentioned. The new colours were in the meantime 
lying on a pyramid of drums, in front of the regiment, and two 
ensigns then advanced to receive them. 

Lady Burghley then addressed the regiment in the following 
graceful and impressive words :— 

“Officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers,—I am this 
day entrusted with the honourable commission of presenting you 
with your colours, and trust that by you they will be considered as 
the most sacred charge committed to your care. The one will con- 
tinually remind you of your duty to your Queen, the other of your 
duty to your regiment; and it is with the conviction that you, the 
Northamptonshire Militia, will use unceasing exertions to preserve 
the fair fame of both banners unsullicd that I now present you with 
these new Colours.” 

These are the colours which now hang in the Great Hall at 
Burghley House. After this ceremony was over, the Colonel re- 
plied on behalf of the officers and men and thanked Lady Burgh- 
ley. The men were then regaled with a dinner of roast beef and 
plum pudding; and the officers entertained their friends in the mess 
room. 

The Northamptons remained in the barracks at Devonport, 
taking their share in the duties of the garrison, until June 19, when 
they were inspected by Lieut.-General Eden, commanding the West- 
tern District, and afterwards embarked in the “Shooting Star” 
transport, for Gibraltar. General Eden noticed the fact as highly 
creditable to the regiment that no single man was absent, and he 
complimented them, not only on their steady appearance on parade 
but also on the regular and orderly manner in which the embarka- 
tion was conducted. 

The following officers embarked with the regiment: Lieu?. Col- 
onel Commandant; Lord Burghley, M.P. Captains: W. Christie, 
E. F. Hatton, J. B. Robinson, W. L. Christie, C. W. Watkins, and 
H. S. Smith. Lieutenants: D. Wake, F. Loinsworth, T. Ferrars, 
W. Kerr, H. Wilson, and W. Evans. &usigns: E. H Hare, H. Lin- 
ton, H. M. Whitehurst, W. H. W. de Capell Brooke, and B. Whit- 
worth. Captain and Adjutant: T. Rose. Paymaster: R. Norton. 
Surgeon: T. Malloy. Asszstant Surgeon: T. McLean. Quarter- 
master: F. Collins.* 

The Northamptonshire Regiment of Militia landed at Gibraltar 
June 30, 1855, thus, for the first time since its formation a century 
before, taking its share in the duty of a line regiment at the ancient 
fortress of Mons Calpe. 


* Majors Lord Brownlow Cecil and C. Hill and Lieut. D’Arcy were on 
leave, and afterwards joined the regiment at Gibraltar. 
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The garrison of Gibraltar at this time consisted of the Royal 
Artillery, and the 54th and 66th Regiments of the Line, and the 
3rd Royal Lancashire, 2nd West York, and 48th Northamptonshire 
Militia. 

Whilst the regiment was at this station Captain Finch Hatton 
and Captain H. Smith were employed at Barcelona, purchasing 
mules for the use of the army in the Crimea. A convoy of three 
hundred of these mules was sent to Balaclava, under the command 
of Lieutenant D’Arcy. All these officers performed their duties in 
such an excellent manner that they secured the approbation of the 
military authorities both at home and in the Crimea. 

For further information respecting the life and doings of the 
regiment, and the personal exploits of many of the officers, whilst 
at Dublin, Devonport and Gibraltar, the reader is referred to the 
“Memoirs and Records of the Northampton & Rutland Militia,” by 
Captain D’Arcy, 1873. 

Peace with Russia having been proclaimed March 30, 1856, the 
services of the Militia regiments in the Mediterranean were no longer 
required, and orders were received for their returnto England. Prior 
to their departure the following Order was issued by Lieut.-General 
Sir James Fergusson, G.C.B. 


GARRISON ORDER. 


Head Quarters, Gibraltar, 
5th May, 1856. 

The Regiments of the Line and the Militia Regiments composing the 
Garrison being now under orders to return to England, His Excellency the 
Governor wishes to express to them, his satisfaction at their conduct during 
the time they have been under his command. 

Although the Regiments of the Line have not been called on to assist in the 

lorious strugyle which has now been so happily concluded, His Kxcellency 
oubis not that they would have shown the same dauntlese spirit in the field 
which the British Army has invariably exhibited. 

To the regiments of Militia, His Excellency desires to bear testimony that 
they have come forward and volunteered their services at a most trying period 
—that their attention in learning their duties has been most assiduous—that 
their bearing has been soldier-like, and in a word they have deserved well of 
their Country. 

T. E. Lacy, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Town Mejor, 


On June 6, 1856, the Northamptonshire and the 3rd Royal Lan- 
cashire Militia embarked on board the transport, “Great Britain,” 
for England. “Two wreaths of rare evergreens, intertwined by 
fair hands, were presented to our Corps ere they embarked, and 
were duly conveyed to Northampton.” 

Colonel Lord Burghley received the following letter with refer- 
ence to the embarkation :— 


——_ 


Military Secretary’s Office, 
Gibraltar, 6th June, 1856. 
My Lorgp, 
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to inform you that he has 


great satisfaction in receiving the report of the creditable manner in which the 
regiment under your Command has embarked this morning, and wishes you 
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and them a prosperous and speedy passage to England. He is glad to say that 
each of the militia regiments has marched down to the place of embarkation 
in most perfect order. 

I have, &c., 


T. Free.tne, Capt., 
Asst. Mily. Secty. 
Lieut.-Colonel Lord Burghley, M.P., Commanding 48th, Northamptonshire 
Militia. 
The good ship, “Great Britain,” arrived in Liverpool on June 
14, and the Northamptonshire Regiment at once proceeded to North- 
ampton, by the London and North Western Railway. 


Their arrival at the county town is thus chronicled by the 
“ Mercury ” :— 


On Monday Inst this town was in a state of unusual excitement owing to 
the expected returning of the Northamptonshire Militia from Gibraltar, The 
train was expected at three o’clock, and by that hour Bridge-street was 
thronged with people hurrying to the station . . . Towards six o’clock the 
crowd increased, and Bridge-street and the vicinity of the station were almst 
impassable. In point of fact a further delay took place, and the train did not 
get in till eght o’clock. When it arrived it was greeted with enthusiastic 
cheering ... Some time clapsed before the travellers were in marching order, 
but when at length the station gates were thrown open and the band issucd, 
the scene begyars description. 

To what music the march was made, we defy anybody to tell, for the cheer- 
ing drowned all definite sounds . . . The men, who had landed that morning 
and had travelled a long day’s journey from Liverpool, looked fagged and 
jaded, and wore generally a very different appearance from the holiday trim 
of soldiers in piping times of peace. A Spameh sun had thoroughly bronzed 
their countenances, and many were bearded and moustached to the eves... 
They marched direct to the Barracks, where they received their billets for 
twenty one days.* 


Whilst the regiment was stationed at Northampton, the follow- 
ing Orders were received from the War Office, and communicated to 
the officers and men. 


K War Department, 

Militia 15th May, 1856. 
313 

Sir, 


In pursuance of an Order of the House of Lords, I have the honour and 
satisfaction of transmitting to you a copy of two resolutions which passed that 
House on the 8th instant, and I have to desire that vou will take the earliest 
opportunity of communicating the same to the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and men of the corps under your command. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
PANMURE. 
The Colonel of the Northampton 
Regiment of Militia. 


(Copy). 
Die Jovis, 8th Mars., 1856. 


Resolred nemine dissentiente by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament assembled :— 

That the thanks of this House be given to the officers of the several corns 
of Militia which have been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
course of the war for the zealous and meritorious services which, at home and 
abroad, they have rendered to their Queen and Country. 


* ‘“‘Northampton Mercury,” June 21, 1856. 
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That this House doth highly approve and acknowledge the services of the 
non-commissioned officers and men of the several corps of Militia which have 
been embodied in Great Britain and Ireland during the course of the war, and 
that the same be communicated to them by the commanding officers of the 


several corps, who are desired to thank them for their patriotic conduct. 


HORSE GUARDS, 
General Order (No. 669). 9th June, 1856. 


The Militia forces having been ordered to be disembodied, the Field-Mar- 
shal Commanding-in-Chief, previously to their return to their counties, desires 
to offer to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, his best acknow- 
ledgments for the zeal and discipline which they have shown during the whole 
period of their service. 

They have not only perenne’ every duty which fell to their share with 
the cheerful obedience of good soldiers, but they have in large numbers - 
lantly volunteered into the Line at the most critical period of the war, and b 
this reinforcing the British army before Sebastopol, have essentially contri- 
buted to its success. 

Several other Militia Regiments volunteered their services for the garri- 
eons of the Mediterranean. 

The offers of the Regiments were accepted, thereby liberating an equal 
number of Regiments of the Line to Broce to the Crimea. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to mark her sense of these valuable 
services by signifying her commands, through the Secretary of State for War, 
that the following Militia Regiments which volunteered their services abroad, 
be permitted to wear the word ‘‘ Mediterranean’’ on their Colours, viz :— 


Royal Berkshire. Northamptoushire. 
East Kent. Oxfordshire. 

Ist Royal Lancashire. Ist King’s Own. 
3rd Royal Lancashire. Staffordshire. 

5th Royal Westminster. Royal Wiltshire. 
Middlesex. 2nd West York. 


The Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief congratulates the Regiments on 
the distinction accorded to them by Her Majesty 

The Field-Marsha] has received constant reports from general officers at 
home and abroad of the excellent state of discipline of the Militia Regiments 
generally, and at this moment of their returning to their homes he desires to 
express to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and private soldiers of every 
Regiment embodied during the War, his thanks for their good conduct, and his 
best wishes for their welfare and happiness. 


By command of the Right Hon. Field-Marshal Viscount Hardinge, 
Commander-in-Chief, 
G. A. WesrHeERALL, 
Adjutant-General. 


The Mayor and Corporation of Northampton decided to hold a 
public rejoicing to celebrate the satisfaction of this town and county 
with the conduct of the Militia, on active service as well as in quar- 
ters. The public dinner to the officers of the regiment was postponed 
in consequence of the illness of Lord Burghley; but the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates were entertained at the Corn Ex- 
change with a cordiality and respect which we are sure they will 
remember with pleasure and pride to the last day of their lives. 

Therefore, on July 11, 1856, the troops under Major Hill were 
reviewed on the race course at half-past eleven oclock, and per- 
formed various evolutions before large numbers of spectators. 

At the close of the review the regiment formed in a square, and 
the Worshipful the Mayor, Mr. Christopher Markham, and the 
Town Council advanced into the centre. The Mayor then said he 
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appeared before Major Hill for the purpose of presenting an ad- 
dress on the return of the Northamptonshire Militia to their native 
county. He spoke of the noble way in which the County Militia 
had been the first or almost the first Militia regiment to volunteer 
for active service: and of their excellent discipline during the period 
they were guarding Gibraltar, the key of the Mediterranean. 


The Town Clerk then read the following address :— 


To Lieutenant-Colone} Lord Burghley 
and the Officers 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 


We, THE Mayor, ALDERMEN, AND COUNCILLORS OF THE BorovucH OF 
NortTHAMPTON, beg to congratulate you on your return to your Native Coun- 
try, and to tender our grateful acknowledgements for the Patriotic Services 
rendered by you at a Crisis in our National Affairs, when the whole Military 
Forces of England were, in conjunction with our Allies, engaged in a Desperate 
and Arduous Struggle in repressing the Aggressions of a Foreign Power. 


The zeal and alacrity with which you then came forward as the first Volun- 
teeres for Foreign Service, thus enabling Her Majesty to increase Her Forces 
at the Seat of War, will ever be held in HonoraBLE REMEMBRANCE, 


WE AL80 BEG TO RECORD our sense of the general Good and Orderly Conduct 
of the Men forming the Militia, and feel assured that, while resuming their 
Duties as Citizens, they will be ‘ready, as heretofore, to devote themselves to 
the SERVICE OF THEIR QUEEN AND CounTRY. 


The address was then handed to Major Hill, who in a few 
words replied to the Mayor and gentlemen of the Town Council, 
thanked them for the address, and said they would all go to their 
homes with the proud consciousness of having been thanked for 
their services by their Queen, their country, and by the Mayor and 
Corporation of their county town. 

Three cheers for the Mayor and Corporation then resounded 
from the ranks and the ceremony concluded. 

On the return from the field the men marched to the Corn Ex- 
change, where an excellent dinner awaited them, the great hall being 
beautifully decorated. The Royal and other toasts were received 
with much enthusiasm, and the feast concluded with the National 
Anthem. The men then adjourned to the race course, where they 
took part in athletic and rustic sports. “A display of fireworks on 
the Market Square at night was to close this festive welcome home 
to the Northamptonshire Militia.”* 

The before-mentioned address was printed on sheets of parch- 
ment, beneath the arms of the borough, and given to every officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and man of the regiment; the name of the 
recipient being written at the foot of each address. 

The regiment was disembodied on July 18, 1856. 


* “*Northampton Mercury,’’ July 12, 1856. 
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No ordinary training of the regiment took place in 1857, but in 
consequence of the outbreak of the Indian Mutiny, the Northamp- 
tonshire Militia was again embodied on October 27, 1857, for active 
service. 

Orders were soon received for the Northamptons once more to 
perform garrison duty at Plymouth; and they left for that station 
on December 9. 

On the journey to Plymouth a melancholy accident occurred 
which cast a gloom over the regiment. Captain Watkins, who was 
leaning out of the window to speak to an officer in the next car- 
riage, was struck on the head by a buttress of a bridge, and killed 
on the spot.* The body was afterwards conveyed to the railway 
station at Plymouth with military honours for removal to Badby 
(the deceased officer’s place in Northamptonshire) for burial and 
every mark of respect, and deepest sympathy for his family was 
shown on the occasion. 


— 1858 — 


The regiment remained at Plymouth, taking part in ordinary 
garrison duty, until the end of April. The return to Northampton 
is thus recorded by “ The Mercury ” :— 


The Northamptonshire Militia returned from Plymouth yesterday week 
[April 30th, 1858] and were disembodied on Tuesday. e are sorry to say that 
on Saturday and Monday many of them bchaved in a most _ insubordinate 
manner, and grossly insulted their officers. Some of the ringleaders were taken 
into custody by a company of the Royal Artillery, and having been tried by 
court martial, were sentenced to be imprisoned for 42 days with hard labour, in 
the military prison at Weedon.f 


In August the colonel was entertained at dinner by the officers 
of the regiment, when a handsome sword was presented to him, on 
their behalf, by Major Hill. This has a crimson velvet scabbard, 
with embossed mountings, the ivory handle is set with rubies, and 
on the blade is the legend: 

‘‘ Presented to Lieut. Colonel Lord Burghley, M.P., 48th Northamptonshire 


Militia, by his Officers, on the second disembodiment of their Regiment, as a 


testimonial of esteem and respect, and as a memorial of vappy ays, Fence 
under his Lordship’s command, during the Russian War which have endeared 
him to them as a commanding officer and a friend.’’ 


EeQ «2 
28 £887 3 
$24.5 2 dng Be Inscribed on blade of thi d 
“EOS CRISES nscri on blade of this sword { 
sae A858 ih 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ December 12, 1857. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” May 8, 1858. 
t This eword is now at Burghley House. 
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<= 1659 — 


It is stated both in Captain D’Arcy’s and Lord Exeter’s his- 
tory that the regiment assembled at Northampton in May, 1859, and 
was inspected by Colonel Taylor, C.B., assistant Adjutant-General. 

This training is not, however, mentioned, either in the “ Herald” 
or “ Mercury” newspapers. 


— 1860— 


The annual training commenced in May at Northampton. 

A brigade field day was held on June 1, in which the following 
troops took part: one field battery of the Royal Artillery, then 
stationed at the Northampton Barracks, under Lieut.-Colonel Elgee, 
R.A., and Major Turner; the Northamptonshire Militia, under Lieut.- 
Colonel Lord Burghley; and the 4th and sth Battalions of the 
Northampton Rifle Volunteers, under Capt. Commandant W. A. 
Barr. Captain Finch Hatton was sent on in advance, with a com- 
pany of the Militia, to defend the village of Boughton from an 
attack. Lieut.-Colonel Lord Burghley was in command of the at- 
tacking party, and was successful in carrying the position. Lieut.- 
Colonel Elgee was in command of the whole force; and much use- 
ful instruction was imparted to officers and men during these man- 
ceuvres. A large concourse cf persons assembled to witness the 
proceedings. 

The inspection by Major-General Douglas took place in June. 

This autumn the Rutland regiment of Militia was amalgam- 
ated with this regiment, and assumed the title of “ The Northamp- 
tonshire and Rutland Militia.” 


— 1861 — 


The usual training commenced in May. On June 17 the regi- 
ment marched to Hunsbury Hill, where the mancuvres of a field 
day were performed under the command of Colonel Lord Burghley. 
The Marquis of Exeter, Lord Lieutenant of the County, arrived 
by train, in the afternoon, and was conducted by a guard of honour 
to the Militia Stores. In the evening a banquet was given by the 
officers at the George Hotel, many gentlemen from the county being 
present. 

The next day the Marquis of Exeter held his inspection, and 
afterwards congratulated the colonel, officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men, on the state of efficiency of the corps. 

On the Wednesday, General Lord Frederick Paulett inspected 
the regiment on parade, and, after the inspection, he thus addressed 
the corps: 

‘* My Lord Burghley, Officers, and Privates of the 48th Northamptonshire 
Militia, ¥ am sure from what I have eeen in this ground this morning that 


you must have paid very great attention to the instructions you have received. 
he whole of your movements have been particularly well done ....I have 
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seen a good many regimente this year, and you quite come up to the mark I 
wish to see. It reflects great credit upon you all, and I am very much obliged 
os Officers and non-commissioned Officer for the attention that has been 
paid. 


The men were dismissed the following day, the band escorting 
the Rutland contingent to the station.* 


— 1862 — 


The training commenced early in May. On May 17 the regi- 
ment, upwards of 1,000 strong, marched to Wootton House, the 
grounds of which were placed at their disposal by Mr. Harris, 
where they had a field day, and were reviewed by Lord Burghley. 

On May 26 the regiment was inspected by Major-General Arthur 
Johnston Lawrence, C.B., an officer who had a horse killed under 
him at the Battle of the Alma, and who was also at the Battle of 
Inkerman and the Siege of Sebastopol. After the inspection, the 
Major-General said: 


‘*My Lord Burghley Officers and Privates of the 48th Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Militia, I am pleased to be able to compliment you on the pro- 
anna | pou have dieplaved In your movements to-day ....I1 have inspected 
eeveral Regiments of Militia this year, but you are equal to any that I have 
seen. It reflects great credit on you all; I thetetors thank you all Officers and 
Men for your attention.”’ 


A grand ball was given by Colonel Lord Burghley and the 
officers at the George Hotel the following day, between four hundred 
and five hundred invitations being issued. 

The same day the men gave in their arms and were dismissed. 


— 1863 — 


The colonel and officers of the regiment gave a dinner to their 
friends on May 11, and the next evening a ball at the George Hotel. 

The regiment under the command of Colonel Lord Burghley 
was inspected in the Field, behind the Stores, on May 15, by Colonel 
Lambert, of the 2nd Grenadier Guards, the morning being unfor- 
tunately very wet. At the conclusion of the inspection Lord Burgh- 
ley addressed the men saying that Colone] Lambert desired him to 
say that he was exceedingly pleased with the manner in which they 
had gone through their movements, they had performed their 
evolutions smartly, and were very steady under arms. Lord Burgh- 
ley added that he was much pleased with their conduct that day, 
they had been steady on parade, and altogether the regiment had 
attained a higher state of discipline, than they had for some years 
past. The twenty-one days’ training eeneluded on May 16 when 
the men were disbanded. 


* “Northampton Mercury,”’ June 22, 1861. 
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— 1864 — 


This year a brigade field day was held at Dallington on May 
5. The troops taking part in the manceuvres were a squadron of the 
8th Hussars, the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, a troop of 
mounted volunteers, the 4th and 5th Companies of the Northamp- 
tonshire Volunteer Administrative Battalion, and the Company of 
Pensioners belonging to Northampton and the neighbourhood. This 
review attracted a large concourse of people, and was very 
successful. 

The inspection was also to have taken place at Dallington, but, 
as the morning was wet, it was held at the Stores, on May 9 by 
Colonel Hinde, of the 8th Regiment of Foot. The Inspecting Officer 
complimented the men on their soldier-like appearance, and the 
manner in which they had gone through their evolutions that day. 

The regiment was dismissed two days later, on completion of 
the twenty-one days’ training. 


— 1865 — 


In the Spring of this year there was a severe epidemic of small 
pox in the town of Northampton; and it became a question whether 
the regiment should assemble, or whether the training should be 
dispensed with this year. The matter was discussed by the Colonel 
Lord Burghley, and the medical officers, Surgeon W. A. Barr and 
the Assistant Surgeon H. B. Spurgin; and as the medical officers 
were convinced of the efficiency of vaccination, and proposed to 
vaccinate every man on the day of assembly, the Colonel agreed to 
the training being held. 

The preparation of vaccine to operate on so large a body of 
men, at that time over goo strong, was no light matter; it was, 
however, managed, by collecting vaccine from infants previously 
vaccinated, whose mothers were bribed to bring them up for that 
purpose. 

The first few men who were paraded for vaccination were, what 
would be now called “conscientious objectors,” but they were 
promptly ordered off to the guard room by Dr. Barr, where they 
remained until they came to a better frame of mind, and one by one 
asked to be allowed to be operated on, and thus freed from durance 
vile. 

To make a long story short, the whole regiment, with the ex- 
ception of one man, was vaccinated on May 8, the first day of the 
training, between 6.30 am. and 6.30 p.m. The sole exception was 
that of the Adjutant, Captain Thomas Rose, who could not be in- 
duced to consent. Curiously enough he was the only man who had 
smallpox, and was afterwards isolated at the Militia Stores for six 
weeks. This year the men, instead of being billeted at private 
houses as in former years, were under canvas, the tents being erected 
on the parade ground, at the back of the Cavalry Barracks. A por- 
tion of the Judges’ Lodging was fitted up as the officers’ headquar- 
ters and mess room. 
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The day before the inspection, June 2, there was a very heavy 
downfall of rain, and the men in the camp were almost flooded out, 
and were nearly in a state of mutiny. The officer on duty, Captain 
George Gunning, had some difficulty in settling matters, but the 
men realised that every assistance was being rendered to them, and 
their clothing was dried as quickly as possible. 

General Pipon, the Inspector General of Militia, held the field 
inspection, June 2, in the barracks, and the kit inspection the follow- 
ing day in the field behind the stores. 

Afterwards the General said: “Lord Burghley, I have every 
reason to be very much satisfied with your regiment .... and it 
will afford me great pleasure to give a favourable report of it to the 
Secretary of State for War.” At the desire of Lord Burghley, the 
General then presented three cups, which had been given to the regi- 
ment by the Colonel, and which were rewards for good conduct. 

The same evening the officers gave a large and well attended 
ball at the Judges’ Lodgings. 

Two days later the regiment was disbanded. The total effec- 
tive strength of the regiment this year was 918, being 185 men less 
than the preceding year. 


— 1866 — 


The training of twenty-one days commenced on April 23, the 
men being billeted, and not under canvas, as in 1865. 

On May 16, at a parade on the drill ground at the barracks, a 
presentation was made to Sergeant-Major S. Francis by Colonel 
Lord Burghley, of a gold-mounted walking-cane. 


— 1867 — 


The annual training commenced May 6, the strength of the regi- 
ment being one lieut.-colonel, two majors, eleven captains, nine sub- 
alterns, adjutant, quartermaster, surgeon, assistant surgeon, forty- 
three sergeants, thirty-two corporals, twelve drummers and seven 
hundred and forty-five privates. 

The Queen’s birthday was kept May 25 on the parade ground 
behind the Stores, both officers and men being in full dress. After 
performing several movements, the regiment paraded through the 
principal streets of the town, and then marched back to the Stores. 
Much to the disappointment of the men there was no fring, as the 
government would not allow any powder to be used. 

The kit and field inspection took place the last two days of 
May, the inspecting officer being again General Pipon, who said that 
he was pleased with the appearance of the men, and with the soldier- 
like precision with which they had performed their manceuvres, and 
that he should have much pleasure in making a favourable report 
of the regiment, to the Secretary of State for War. 
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— 1868 — 


The regiment assembled on May 4 for the annual training. On 
May 26 the regimental ball was held at the George Hotel in North- 
ampton. The inspection followed on the two succeeding days, 
before Major-General Loyd Lindsay, the Inspector General of Re- 
serve Forces, who said that the general “turn out” on parade was 
very satisfactory, and that the manceuvres had been well executed. 

On May 29 a brigade field day was held at Althorp Park, the 
seat of Earl Spencer, K.G., in which the following troops took part: 
a field battery of the Royal Horse Artillery, under Major Bishop; 
a detachment of the 4th Battalion Rifle Brigade, under Major 
Dixon; the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, formed into two 
battalions, one under Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, and the other 
under Major Lord Brownlow Cecil; and the Northamptonshire Rifle 
Volunteer Corps, under Lieut.-Colonel the Duke of Grafton. 

The Militia marched from Northampton by road, and about a 
mile beyond Harleston a halt was called, and the men were re- 
freshed by a pint of beer each, Mr. H. P. Markham having provided 
a wagon load of beer for that purpose. 

Major-General the Honble. James Lindsay, who had _pre- 
viously inspected the troops, took command of the brigade. At the 
termination of the review the General expressed himself highly satis- 
fled with the manner in which the movements had been carried out, 
both by the Militia and the Volunteers. 

This year a “ Militia Reserve” was formed, the features of the 
scheme being that a Militia man volunteering to join it, would be 
liable to serve in the line, either at home or abroad, during wartime, 
for which he would receive an annual bounty of 41, in addition to 
his Militia bounty. During this year one hundred and two men, 
and in the following year seventy-one men enrolled themselves in 
this force. 


— 1869 — 


The training commenced, as usual, early in May. 

On May 25 the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia were 
ordered to proceed to Woburn Park, Co. Bedford, to join the Bed- 
fordshire Militia, under Colonel Gilpin; the Hertfordshire Militia, 
under Colonel R. A. Smith Dorian; and the Oxfordshire Militia, 
under Colonel Fane; the total strength of the brigade being about 
2,806. The Militia from Northampton proceeded by special train 
to Ridgemount Station, and took up their position in the Park. 
Major-General the Honble. James Lindsay was in command 
of the forces; and said he was much pleased with the soldierlike 
appearance of the men, their steadiness under arms, and the manner 
in which his orders had been carried out by the officers in command 
of the various regiments. 

Colonel Campbell inspected the Northamptonshire and Rut- 
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land Militia on May 27 and 28, and complimented Colonel Lord 
Exeter on the fine regiment under his command, which he considered 
worthy of his unqualified praise. 

The regiment was disbanded on May 29. 


— 1870 — 


The regiment was again called out for the twenty-seven days’ 
training on May 9. 

On May 25 a brigade was formed on the racecourse ; which con- 
sisted of a squadron of the 4th Irish Dragoons, forty-nine strong, 
under Captain McDonald; from companies of the 4th King’s Own 
Regiment from Weedon, 204 strong, under Major Eccles; the Leices- 
tershire Militia, 659 strong, under Lieut.-Colonel Sir F. T. Fowke, 
Bart.; and the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, 931 strong, 
under Colonel the Marquis of Exeter; the left wing of the last- 
named regiment was formed into a separate battalion. Colonel 
Roche, the Assistant Adjutant General of the District, was in com- 
mand of the forces; and he expressed himself quite satisfied with 
the manner in which the various movements were carried out. Several 
amusing incidents took place during this sham fight; and several 
cfhcers being driven to the extreme end of the course were captured 
by the attacking party, and marched off as prisoners to the Militia 
Stores. , 

At the termination of this review the officers of the various corps 
engaged, entertained a number of friends from the county, in a 
Marquee pitched in the drill field. 

The inspection by Colonel Roche took place June 3, and the 
men were dismissed the following day. During this year 71 men 
joined the line, and 164 were enrolled in the Militia Reserve. 


aaa |) fl (ears 


The training again began early in May. On May 23, the North- 
amptonshire and Rutland Militia, and a battery of Horse Artillery 
joined in a review, on the racecourse. 

The kit inspection by Colonel Hamilton, commanding the 12th 
Regiment of Foot, took place on the racecourse the following day. 
Colonel Hamilton stated that he had viewed the movements with 
much pleasure, and would make a favourable report, but he drew 
attention to the talking in the ranks, to which he took exception. 

The officers afterwards entertained their friends to lunch at the 
Judges’ Lodging. 

During this training seventy-one men joined line regiments. 


1812 = 


The training was held this year at Northampton, as usual; and 
the regiment assembled May 17 on the racecourse, under the com- 
mand of Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, and was inspected by 
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Colonel Hamilton, who expressed himself highly pleased with his 
two days’ inspection, having seen the men in marching order the 
previous day. The report subsequently received from the War Office 
was to the effect that “Inspection Report satisfactory.” | 


‘*It should be recorded, to the great credit of the Corps, that out of a 
grand total of 1,075 names registered on the books in the year 1872, not mure 
than eleven men were absent, 

‘* During this year forty men enrolled in the Militia reserve, and nineteen 
men were transferred to the Army. 

‘*The total number of men who have enlisted from the Northamptonshire 
into the regular forces, and of whom there is official cognisance, from the year 
are ae 1860 (the year of amalgamation with the Rutland company) amounts 

‘‘ During the said period, and under like circumstances, from the Rutland 
company thirteen men enlisted in the line. From 180 to 1872, the united 
regiment sent 490 to the hine—total from both being 1,115. Numbers of men, 
doubtless, have enlisted in the Line during that period whose names have not 
gone through the books of the orderly room in tlic regular manner, and were 
consequently struck off the strength of the regiment as ‘ absentees.’ ’’* 


— 16/3: 


The recruits of the regiment completed their two months’ train- 
ing April 26, and the following Monday the regular training com- 
menced. 

The inspection was made by Col. Aplin, May 22 and 23, on the 
racecourse. After the usual movements the inspecting officer ad- 
dressed the regiment, and expressed the great satisfaction he had 
experienced ; he said he had been much pleased with the kit inspec- 
tion, and that there was not a single thing in the whole regiment 
unsatisfactory or inefficient, that the appearance of the men was most 
soldierlike, and they were very steady under arms. 

The regiment was dismissed May 24. 

The following report was issued: 


“ Confidential Inspection Report, Northamptonshire 
and Rutland AMilttia. 


“ War Office, Pall Mall, S.W. 
“14th October 1878. 


His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief has received 
with much satisfaction the very favourable report of the inspecting officer as 
to the general efficiency and tho soldier-like appearance, drill and discipline of 
the non-commissioned officers and men of this Regiment. 


J. Lindsay, Lieutenant-general. 


This year the new system for the localisation of the army was 
introduced, and the Militia was placed under the control of His 
Royal Highness Commanding-in-Chief, in its disembodied state. 

A brigade depot was established at Northampton, known as 
“The 48th Regimental District”; and of which Colonel I. G. R. 
Aplin was given the command, and the Militia staff was for all 
military purposes also placed under him. 


* “Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,” 
1873, page 273. 
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— 1874 — 


This year a second battalion was formed, the first consisting 
of eight companies, under the command of Col. the Marquis 
of Exeter, and the second of six companies, under that of Lieut.- 
Col. Lord Brownlow Cecil; and the regiment assembled for the 
annual training April 27. 

A large ball was given by Colonel the Marquis of Exeter and 
the officers May 18, at the Judges’ Lodgings. 

On May 21 Col. Aplin inspected the kits on the parade ground 
at the Stores, and on the next day he reviewed the regiment on the 
racecourse, and expressed great satisfaction with the appearance of 
the men, and their steadiness in the ranks. 

At the Borough Police Court the same day the Nvor on behalf 
of himself and brother magistrates, made known to the officers of 
the regiment the pleasure they felt at the good conduct of the men 
during the month’s training. 

The following day the regiment was disbanded. 

Sub-lieutenants were first appointed in 1874 and disappeared 
from the Army List in 1880. 


— 1875 — 


The training commenced April 19, though the recruits of both 
battalions, numbering 183 men, assembled March 22 and served with 
the regiment during the training. 

The annual ball was given at the County Hall on Friday, 
May 7. 
* Colonel Aplin inspected the kits May 13, and reviewed both 
battalions on the racecourse the next day. 

In addition to the usual movements there was a good deal of 
skirmishing and forming squares to receive cavalry. Afterwards 
Col. Aplin expressed his entire approbation of the state in which 
he found both battalions, and commented on the marked increase 
of steadiness and silence in the ranks. 

At the conclusion of the inspection, Mr. H. P. Markham enter- 
tained the officers and their friends to luncheon; and another ball 
was given by the officers in the evening. 

The musketry training this year of one battalion was carried 
out at Althorp, and of the other at the new range at Horton. 

The number of reserve men in the two battalions were 287, and 
the recruits 193; and since the Jast training 70 men have enlisted in 
line regiments. 

Brevet Major J. Rawlins was appointed adjutant October 16, 


1875. 
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== 18/6 — 


The training this year commenced May 8, and was memorable 
because it included the presentation of colours to the newly-formed 
second battalion, and also because of the retirement of the adjutant, 
Lt.-Col. Rose. 

The colours were presented on Tuesday, May 23, on the parade 
ground at the Militia Stores at noon. The battalions were drawn 
up to form three sides of a square. In the centre was Lady Brown- 
low Cecil, accompanied by the Rev. R. H. Cox, the Rev. Wm. Butlin, 
and the Rev. Canon Robson, in their surplices, who took up their 
position immediately in the rear of a pile of drums, on which the 
colours were placed. The senior Major Sir John Robinson, Bart., 
and the junior Major D'Arcy were directly in front, and behind 
them Lieuts. J. E. Dryden and F. C. Trollope, and the colour party. 

After the singing of a hymn, the Rev. W. Butlin said the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Rev. Canon Robson conducted the dedication ser- 
vice. Lady Brownlow Cecil then advanced to the drums, and 
taking the colours furled, presented the Queen’s colour to the senior 
and the regimental colour to the yumior Major. Turning about they 
presented them to Lieuts. Dryden and Trollope, who knelt to receive 
them, and then rising, unfurled them to the breeze. 

Lady Brownlow Cecil then delivered the following speech : 


‘“‘Lieutenant Colonel Lord Brownlow Cecil, Officers, Non-commissioned 
Officers, and Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion of the Northamptonshire and Rut- 
Jand Militia, I have much pride and satisfaction in fulfilling the honourable 
task this day entrusted to me of presenting you with these new Colours, upon 
which we have just invoked the Divine blessing. Remember that they are sym- 
bols of the loyalty and obedience you owe to your Queen and Country, to be 
honoured and preserved by you unsullied, and, if ever you are called upon to 
do so, defend to the last. Having been connected with the Regiment for many 
years, I have witnessed how well it has performed its duty both at home and 
abroad, and though time has wrought many changes in the corps, I am sure 
that the same noble spirit exists in it still, and that you the 2nd Battalion, 
will emulate your predecessors, and equally in the future asin the past, prove 
deserving of the sacred charge I now fice the pleasure of committing to your 
care in placing these Colours in your hands.”’ 


Lord Brownlow Cecil made the following reply: 


‘In the name of the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Men of the 
2nd Battalion of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, we return our 
best thanks to Lady Brownlow Cecil for so kindly presenting the new Colours 
and for the appropriate and noble sentiments she has expressed. When we 
look upon these Colours given to ue by the Queen, and to-day, so happily con- 
secrated, we feel highly honoured—but we look further and see the gallant old 
Regiment, the Ist Battalion, drawn up before us, with the noble Colonel at 
their head, and we feel that to them we owe our origin. We are proud to be 
the 2nd Battalion of so distinguished a Regiment, who served their Queen and 
Country during the Crimean war and the Indian Mutiny, by garrisoning 
towns, by foreign service, and by volunteering to the front to fight, thus gain- 
ing for themselves, as for ue the distinction of ‘ Mediterranean’ on our 
Colours. I say we are proud to be their 2nd Battalion. In time of peace, in 
camp, or on parade, when you see the Colours floating in the breeze ‘ Emblems 
of loyalty and glory,’ you will rejoice that they are yours. In war time, if 
called upon to fight, you will give the enemy a taste of what the 2nd Battalion 
can do, which they will never forget—and we shall never permit any stranger 
to put his hand on them with impunity, but will defend them with our lives, 
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and whether in time of peace or war we shall protect these ‘ sacred Colours’ and 
they will be for ever t 1e pride of the 2nd Battalion of the Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Militia.’ 


Col. the Marquis of Excter then addressed the battalion as 
follows: 


‘¢ Lieutenant Colonel, Lord Brownlow Cecil, Officers Non-commissioned, 
and Men of the 2nd Battalion, I congratulate you most sincerely on the happy 
resentation of the new Colours to-day, and upon the fine appearance of the 
attalion§ It is now, I think, twenty-six years since those old Colours there 
(pointing to the Colours of the Ist Battalion) were presented to the whole 
Regiment, and though my Brother has been kind enough to say that you 
descended from the old Regiment, and that you will do well to emulate its 
example, which is no doubt true in one respect, in other respects he flatters us 
too much, and detracts too much from many of yourselves, for I can see among 
the ranks of the 2nd Battalion, and I know there are many men present who 
were also present at the presentation of the old Colours to the old Regiment. 
These old Colours have been respected by the Regiment for twenty-six years, 
and I am sure these new Colours will be equally respected and defended, if 
necessary, by yourselves. The old soldiers will tell the young ones how they 
have honoured and respected those Colours for twenty-six years, and the 
young soldiers listening to the old soldiers will realise how sacred are the 
Colours that have just been confided to your care. I won’t detain you any 
longer. I congratulate you all again on the happy termination of this cere- 
mony, and hope and trust, that for many years to come the two Battalions will 
work together as harmoniously as they have done up to the present moment. 
Though we are formed into two Battalions, yet we are one Regiment, and I 
am convinced that the two Battalions will alw: avs work well together, recollect- 
ing whether first or second battalion, all are equally concerned in keeping up 
the honour and credit of the Regiment.” 


After the conclusions of the speeches, the band struck up and 
the regiment marched past. Subscquently, with colours flying, the 
battalions paraded the town, and assembled on the Market Place, 
where the colours were saluted. 

A luncheon was given at the Judges’ Lodging afterwards, when 
a presentation was made to Lieut.-Col. Rose, on his oe from 
the adjutancy of the regiment, the onerous duties of which he had 
so ably performed for a period of upwards of thirty years. 

On May 28 the regiment was inspected by Maj.-Gen. Sir Garnet 
Wolseley on the racecourse, the first battalion being under the com- 
mand of Col. the Marquis of Exeter, and the second of Lieut.-Col. 
Lord Brownlow Cecil. The General also inspected the Stores, and 
expressed himself highly satished with all he had seen. 

The annual ball was held at the County Hall, May 31. The 
colours of the first battalion were draped over the mantelpiece, and 
the newly presented colours of the second battalion were arranged 
on the wall opposite, surmounted by a wreath of flowers. A large 
number of county people were present at the ball, which passed off 
in a most satisfactory manner. 

The annual inspection was made on the racecourse, June I, by 
Col. I. G. R. Aplin. The two battalions were formed into line, and 
then marched past, and were then inspected singly, the kits were laid 
out, and the stores and quarters visited. The inspecting officer stated 
that he was quite satisfied with his inspection. 

The following report was issued : 
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CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND 
RUTLAND MILITIA. 
1st and 2nd Battalions, 1876. 


War Office, Pall Mall, S.W. 
26th August, 1876. 
lst Battalion—The steadiness under arms, conduct, drill and discipline of 
this battalion, is everything that can be desired. 
2nd Battalion—The report of this battalion is equally satisfactory as to 
its conduct, drill, discipline and interior economy. oe 
His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief has re- 
ceived with much satisfaction the very favourable report on the inspection of 


the Regiment. 
E. G. Bulwer, Colonel 
for I.G. of A.F. 


= 18L) = 


The training began April 23. 

The inspection was made on the racecourse by Col. Aplin on 
May 18. The battalions were formed in line, and subsequently 
marched past. Each battalion was then inspected singly, after 
which the kits were laid out, and the stores and quarters inspected 
by Col. Aplin, who expressed himself highly satisfied with his 
inspection. 

The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
¢&: RUTLAND MILITIA, 1877. 


War Office 
Pall Mall, S. W. 
22nd August 1877, 
With the She Was that the number wanting to complete establishment 


is very large, His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal Commarding-in-Chief is 
leased to observe that the report of the inspecting Officer on both battalions 


is highly satisfactory. 
E. Bulwer, Colonel 
for I.G. of A.F. 


— 1878 — 


In consequence of the official report of 1877, strenuous efforts 
were made to bring the regiment up to its full establishment, and 
between May 109, 1877, and April 15, 1878, no fewer than 767 recruits 
were obtained. 

This year the training of the recruits commenced April 15, and 
the regular training a month later. 

During the training, however, Northampton witnessed some 
most disgraceful scenes, and the Militia riots of 1878 were long re- 
membered by Northampton folk in general, and by those then serv- 
ing with the regiment in particular. 

The disturbance arose from a simple affair in the Market Square 
in Northampton, on Saturday evening, June. Private Henry Wright, 
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of the Third Company, First Battalion, picked up half-a-crown 
from the stall of the proprietor of a galvanic battery, named Fern- 
side, belonging to a lad with whom Wright said he had a bet. P.-C. 
Willet came up, and Fernside gave Wright into custody for theft. 
Willet accordingly proceeded to take Wright to the police station; 
he was, however, most violent, threw himself on the ground, and 
kicked out savagely, whereupon Willet drew his staff, and struck 
him on the head, inflicting a scalp wound from which the blood 
streamed. The crowd at once took the prisoner’s part, and attacked 
the constable, but Detective Sergeant Rogers went to his assistance, 
and ultimately the prisoner was lodged in the police station. 

Next day (Sunday) a rumour was circulated that Wright was 
dead, and the other Militia men resolved to avenge him. They ac- 
cordingly lay in wait, and hustled several police constables round 
the Judges’ Lodgings, then the headquarters of the officers of the 
regiment, and although the men were informed that Wright was 
only slightly injured, the mob threw stones at the windows of the 
Lodgings, and several of the officers were struck. 

As matters began to assume a serious aspect, the following 
memorandum was immediately printed : 


‘ NOTICE ”’ 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 


‘‘There is no truth in the report that the Militiaman apprehended by the 
lice last night is dead. The man is but slightly injured. We have seen 


im within the last hour. 
‘‘ Brownlow Cecil, Lieut. Col. 
‘*Thomas Tebbutt, Mayor.”’ 


This document was at once circulated, but the populace took 
no notice, and a most turbulent crowd of townsmen and Militia men 
gathered in St. Giles’s Square, stones being freely thrown in all 
directions. 

The Mayor then swore in upwards of one hundred special con- 
stables, who were armed with truncheons, and the Riot Act was read. 
After this there were free fights in the streets, until eleven o’clock, 
when quiet was restored. 

On Monday morning following, Henry Wright was brought 
before the Borough Magistrates, and charged with stealing the half- 
crown and assaulting the police. After a careful hearing thc pris- 
oner was fourd guilty, and fined £2 and gs. 6d. costs; the money 
being at once paid by Lieutenant Smyth; whereupon the prisoner 
was discharged. 

In the evening the special constables again assembled, and were 
reinforced by two hundred volunteers, under Capt. Hollis. The 
whole force was stationed at the Town Hall, where the Town Council 
was sitting. At half past eight o’clock, word was brought into the 
Council Chamber that violence was being used in the streets, and 
that it was necessary to read the Riot Act. His Worship at once 
left the chair, when Mr. H. P. Markham said, “ We must not let the 
Mayor go alone, gentlemen,” and the Council was accordingly broken 
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up, and the Mayor proceeded to read the Riot Act in the vestibule. 
The police then left the Town Hall, and set to werk to clear the 
streets, and arrest the ringleaders, and ultimately fourteen prisoners 
were taken to gaol. 

Next morning, Tuesday, a special court was held for the trial 
of these prisoners, who were all committed to quarter sessions. 

The rowdyism began again early the same day, and became 
worse towards the evening, when both townsmen and Militia men 
were very unruly. After the regiment had been dismissed in the 
afternoon, it seems that a number, stated to be one hundred, fell in 
again, and marched down Abington Street, where they broke sundry 
windows. The Riot Act was again read. The Militia men were, 
however, reinforced, and marched bravely along, swinging their belts 
over their heads, and battle was joined near the Judges’ Lodgings. 
It was soon apparent that the police and special constables were the 
victors; for at close quarters a military belt is but a poor weapon 
against a civilian baton. In short, the Militia turned and fied, 
leaving their wounded on the ground. 

Next day, Wednesday, ancther special court was held for the 
trial of the second batch of seven prisoners; and these again were 
all committed to the quarter sessions. 

In the evening several companies of the Militia were called out, 
under their officers, and posted at the Town Hall, the George Hotel 
and the Corn Exchange, where they were visited by Col. the Honble. 
W. H. Herbert and Col. the Marquis of Exeter. From these com- 
panies patrols were sent out, at intervals until eleven o’clock, and 
the evening passed off without much damage. 

The prisoners were in due course tried at the borough quarter 
sessions, when they were all defended by Capt. E. P. Monckton. 
Some were only boys, and had to be placed on chairs before they 
could be seen in the dock, Captain Monckton pleaded guilty on 
behalf of all the prisoners, and the recorder released them on enter- 
ing into recognisances to come up for judgment when called upon 
to do so. 

On May 25 the regiment kept the Queen’s birthday by firing a 
feu de joie on the racecourse, and afterwards marching through the 
town. 

The following Wednesday the Colonel invited the officers and 
their friends to Burghley House, near Stamford Town, where rook 
and rabbit shooting and other sports were indulged in. After din- 
ner in the Great Hall, the party returned to Northampton by special 
train, arriving early next morning. 

The first ball took place in May at the County Hall, over three 
hundred invitations being issued. 

Col. the Honble. W. H. Herbert, commanding the 29th, Sub-Dis- 
trict, reviewed the two battalions on the racecourse, June 6, and 1n- 
spected the kits the following day, a second ball being given the 
same evening. 

The following report was issued : 
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CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AND RUTLAND MILITIA, 1878. 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W. 
27th, September 1878. 


His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief is pleased 
to observe that the inspection report on both battalions is very satisfactory. 
The Regiment appears to be in very good order, both in the field and in its 
interior economy. 

Much credit is due to Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, who is ably sup- 
ported by his officers. 

The number absent without leave is very large. 


J. W. Armstrong 
Lieut-General I.G.,A.F. 


By Royal proclamation, dated April 2, 1878, the Militia Re- 
serves were called out upon army service. Out of 223 of the Reserve 
belonging to this Militia 216 responded to the order, and 204 of 
these were posted to the depdt at Northampton. 

The demobilisation was fixed for July 24, when the following 
General Order was issued : 


J. The period fixed by Royal Proclamation for the mobilisation of the 
Reserve Forces having now expired, His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal 
Commander-in-Chief has received the guens commands to convey to the offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of Her Majesty’s army the ex- 
pression of her high ae of the very satisfactory manner in which the men 
compos By the Army Militia Reserves have responded to the call made upon 
them. 

II. The Queen is well aware of the fact that the men had in many cases to 
give up their engagements, and to leave their homes and their families at short 
notice, and feels sure that the army and the nation at large will appreciate as 
fully as Her Majesty the patriotic and soldier-like spirit displayed on this 
occasion. 

By command, 


C. H. Ellice, A.G. 
General Order No. 35 of 1878. 


The following General Order was issued July 29, 1878. I. His Royal 
Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief has received the Queen’s 
commands to convey to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
of the Army and Militia Reserves, who are now about to return to their homes, 
Her Majesty’s entire approbation of the manner in which they have per- 
formed their duties whilst serving with the Colours. 

II. The cheerfulness and alacrity with which they responded to the call 
made upon them at a period of national emergency, bas made a deep and 
most favourable impression upon her Majesty. ; 

IlI. The Queen trusts that the men, who must in many cases have left 
avocations in civil life to fulfil their duty to the country, will soon find re-em- 
ployment, and Her Meo feels assured that many emporers of labour will 
gladly avail themselves of the services of those who have displayed so loyal and 
patriotic a spirit. 

By command, 


C. H. Ellice, A.G. 
General Order No. 71 of 1878. 


The men having received their line pay and allowances up to 
July 31, were dismissed to their homes. 
Second lieutenants were first appointed in 1878, and disappear 
from the Army Lists in 1882. : 
I 
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— 1879 — 


The usual training began April 28, and annual inspection was 
made on the racecourse on May 22 by Col. the Honble. W. H. Her- 
bert; each battalion was minutely inspected and put through a 
variety of field movements, and light infantry drill, after which the 
Colonel expressed himself highly satisfied with his inspection. 

The kit inspection took place on the next day, and was followed 
by a ball at the County Hall. “ 

The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND 
RUTLAND MILITIA. 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, 8.W. 
2nd August 1879. 
His Royal Highness the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief is pleased 
to observe that the report on the Regiment is Satisfactory and is gratified to 
learn that, owing to the good feeling existing in the Regiment, and the exer- 


tions of the Officers, there has been no recurrence of disturbance at Northamp- 
ton this year during the training. 


J. W. Armstrong, 
Lieut.-General I.G., A.F. 


— 1880 — 


The training commenced the last day of May; and the annual 
inspection took place on the racecourse, on June 24, by Col. E. M. 
Manningham Bulwer, commanding the 19th and 20th Sub-Districts, 
at Lichfield. 

After the review of the fourteen companies the officers enter- 
tained a large party of friends to lunch in a marquee pitched on 
the parade ground. 

The kit inspection followed the next day; and the men were 
dismissed on the Saturday. 

The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, NORTHAMPTON AND 
RUTLAND MILITIA, 1880. 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W. 
6th September 1880. 


His Royal Highness the Feild-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief is gratified 
to observe that the Report on this Regiment is very satisfactory. 


Jno. Elkington, 
Major General, D.A.G., A.F. 
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— 1881 — 


- The regiment trained at Northampton as usual, assembling 
ay 9. 

On May 27 the first ball was given at the Town Hall, which 
was beautifully decorated. 

The field inspection by Maj.-Gen. Cameron took place on the 
racecourse, June 2, the battalions being reviewed separately. The 
General stated that he was satisfied with the regiment as a whole, 
but found fault with certain details, especially the words of 
command. 

The second ball took place at the Town Hall the last night of 
the training. 

The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, 3rd AND 4th BATTALIONS THE 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT 
Training 1881 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W. 
6th August 1881. 
The Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief is pleased to observe that the 
Report of the inspecting Officer is satisfactory. 
JOHN ELKINGTON, 
Major General, D.A.G., A.F. 


This year the regiment was armed with the Martini-Henry rifle, 
and the uniform was altered from silver to gold appointments, and 
the regiment as from July I, assumed the title of “The 3rd and 4th 
Battalions Northamptonshire Regiment.” 


— 1882 — 


The men came up for training May 6. 

On May 15 the Mayor (Mr. W. J. Peirce) gave a complimentary 
banquet at the George Hotel to the ofhcers of the Militia, the officers 
of the Weedon Garrison, and the officers of the Northampton Rifle 
Voluntecrs. The dining room was elaborately decorated, the regi- 
mental colours and the Corporation regalia being conspicuous 
amongst the adornments. 

The same week Capt. H. W. K. Markham gave a dinner to the 
officers of the “Old Guard” at the County Hall, at which the Mayor 
was present. This was followed by a ball at the Town Hall, given 
by the officers of the regiment, to which a large number of visitors 
were invited. 

Maj.-Gen. Cameron again inspected the regiment, May 24, and 
expressed himself well satisfied with the general appearance of the 
men, and considered that there was a marked improvement in the 
drill since his inspection the previous year. 

It appears that this was the first year that the Militia used the 
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racecourse for ordinary drill every day, as the Colonel wrote to the 
Mayor, thanking the Town Council for the use of this ground, and 
saying that General Cameron greatly attributed the increased steadi- 
ness of the two battalions to the fact that the regiment had room 
to move when at daily drill. 

The Town Council requested the Mayor to answer this letter, 
which he did in the following words: 


‘‘Town Clerk’s Office, NORTHAMPTON, 
“6th June 1882. 

‘‘My Lord Marquis, 

_ Your letter of the 27th ult., was read by me at the Town Council meet- 
ing last night, and the Council were gratified at the expressions contained 
in it. 
‘* For myself and the Magistrates of Northampton, I am desired to express 
our great satisfaction with the sobriety, peaceable conduct, and general good 
behaviour of the Militia during the present period ot training. 


‘*J am, my Lord Marquis, 
‘¢ Your faithful Servant, 


“W. J. PEIRCE, 
** Mayor.” 


The following report was received : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT, 8rd AND 4th BATTALIONS, 
THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRNE REGIMENT. 
Training, 1882. 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W. 
29th July 1882. 


His Royal Highness is pleased to consider the report on these battalions 
very satisfactory, and to find improvement was noticeable in the general state 
of the battalions, that the officers have been well instructed, and that the 


drill generally is good. 
JOHN ELKINGTON, 
Major General, D.A.G., A.F. 


— 1883 — 


The men assembled for the annual training at the Stores in 
May, and on May 26 a review was held on the racecourse, where a 
feu de jote was fired in honour of the Queen’s birthday. 

Next week the officers played a cricket match at Althorp, against 
the officers of the Northampton Depét and the Weedon Garrison, 
at which the Militia men scored 337 runs against 88 scored by the 
Linesmen. 

The regiment was inspected in June by Col. R. C. Whitehead, 
C.B., commanding the 48th Regimental District, who was attended 
by Maj. Cartwright and Capt. Liebenrood. The men showed great 
steadiness, and their behaviour was a credit both to themselves and 
their officers. 

The annual ball took place on June 8. 

The following report was received : 
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CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT ON THE 3rd AND 4th BAT- 
TALIONS, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT, 1888. 
War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W. 
5th October 1883. 
His Royal Highness considers the report on these battalions very satis- 
factory, and very creditable to the commanding Officers. : 
The large number to complete establishment (393) is much to be regretted, 
but His Royal Highness feels sure that the commanding officers will continue 
to use their best endeavours to stimulate recruiting. 
JOHN ELKINGTON, 
Major General, D.A.G., A.F. 


The falling off in the number of recruits had been mainly owing 
to the discontinuance of the payment of the ten shillings half Lounty 
upon enlistment which had been always the rule in former days, 
when the regiment kept up its strength to 1,000. 


— 1884 — 


The training commenced this year on May 5. 

Towards the end of the month a Militia ball was given by Capt. 
Sir Herewald and Lady Wake at Courteenhall. 

Regimental sports were organised for the first time in the Militia 
field, there being events for both officers and men, on May 28. 

The inspection was made by Maj.-Gen. F. A. Willis, C.B., com- 
manding the Northern District, on the two following days, and 
the training terminated on May 31. 

The following report was made: 


“War Office, Pall Mall, S.W. 
14th October 1884.”’ 


‘‘ His Royal Highness considers the report of these Battalions very satis- 


factory. 
JOHN ELKINGTON, 
Major General, D.A.G., A.F.” 


— 1885 — 


Early this year the Commandant of the Militia offered the ser- 
vices of the regiment for garrison duty, in connection with the mili- 
tary position in the Soudan, and the following communication was 
received from the War Office: 


‘Horse Guards, 
War Office, 
24th February 1885. 
‘« Sir, | 
‘¢T have the honour, by desire of the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, 


to request that you will have the goodness to convey to the officer commandin 
8rd and 4th Battalions Northamptonshire Regiment the thanks of His Roya 
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Highness for the offer of the services of the officers and men of the battalions 
for garrison (or other) duty should they be required. 


‘*1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


‘‘G. B. Harman, D.A.G.”’ 


In consequence of the falling off of recruits it was decided to 
reduce the strength of the Militia. 
The following order was therefore received from the War 
Office : 
‘* Horse Guards, 
War Office, 


4th March 1885. 
Sir :— 

I have it in command to acquaint vou that the Secretary of State for War 
has had under consideration the establishments to be assigned to the Militia 
Battalions, shewn in the margin for the ensuing financial year, and has de- 
cided that they be severally reduced from their present establishments to the 
extent specified. 


Regiment. Compxinies. 
From. To. 
3rd and 4th Battalions 
Northamptonshire Regiment 14 12 


‘“‘The permanent staff of the battalions should therefore be gradually re- 
duced, and the number generally brought into accordance with the amended 
establishment. 

‘‘ These changes will have effect from the Ist April next, and be duly pro- 
mulgated in the Tables of Establishments for the Regular and Auxilliary 
Forces for 1885 and 1886. 


‘IT have the honour to be, Sir, 
‘‘ Your obedient servant, 
“ John Elkington, D.A.G.”’ 


The two battalions came up for the annual training, on the 
reduced establishment, on April 27, and the musketry course was 
shot at Stratford-on-Avon. 

The old theatre in Marefair was opened as a recreation room 
for the men. 

The annual ball was at the Town Hall on May 15, and three 
days later Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Markham invited the officers to a ball 
at Sedgebrook. 

The inspection took place on May 22 and 23 by Col. R. C. 
Whitehead, C.B., and the training came to an end the following day. 

The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT ON THE 3rd AND 4th BAT- 
TALIONS, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT. 
1885. 
War Office, 
Pall Mall, 
[Ist February 1886. 


The state and efficiency of these battalions seem from the report to be 
satisfactory, but the number of men wanting to complete is to be regretted. 


T. C. Dormer, 
Major-General, 


D.AG., A.F. 
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— 1886 — 


The training commenced May 17, and the regimental sports 
again took place on June 9. 

The annual ball was given on June II. 

The regiment was inspected June Io and 11 by Col. Charles Ball. 
Acton, C.B., commanding the 48th Regimental District. 

The following report was issued from the War Office: 


“War Office, 
Pall Mall, 
Ist December 1886. 


‘Tho annual Inspection Report of the 3rd and 4th Battalions, Northamp- 
tonshire Regiment, satisfactory, and His Royal Highness notes with approval 
that 722 men have received some instruction in muskctry, though they have 
had to go a long way to obtain it. 


‘* Your remarks upon the recruiting of the Regiment should be communi- 
cated to the commanding officer. a ee 
.S. M. Fremantle, 


““D.A.G., A.F.”’ 


Remarks by the Major-General commanding on the recruiting 
of the regiment. 


‘““The battalion, a double one, is 2 sergeants, 1 corporal and 155 men 
under its establishment. The recruiting should be stirred up both as to quan- 
tity and quality. 

‘°O. Daniell, 


** Major-General.’’ 


== 1067: = 


The training commenced Saturday, May 7, and was the last 
commanded by Lord Exeter. On May 24, both battalions paraded 
on the racecourse, under the respective commands of Col. the Mar- 
quis of Exeter and Lieut.-Col. Lord Brownlow Cecil; and the fez 
de joie and royal salutes were fired. The regiment, headed by the 
band, marched through Sheep Street, The Drapery, George Row, 
and Wood Hill, to the north side of the Market Square. Here the 
colour was trooped, Major Fludyer’s company forming the escort 
party. 

The musketry training was carried out at a range near Staf- 
ford, the various companies shooting being under canvas. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Markham gave a garden party at Dalling- 
ton Gardens. 

The inspection by General Daniell took place May 26, when 
the regiment paraded on the racecourse, and after marching past the 
old colours were trooped. 

The new cclours, in charge of Colour-Sergts. Jarrett and Tilley, 
were then laid on a pile of drums, and consecrated by the chaplain, 
the Rev. F. S. Thornton. Subsequently, the senior Major, Lord 
Burghley, delivered the Queen’s colour to the Marchioness of Exeter, 
who gave it to the senior Lieut. H. F. J. Eaton; the junior Major, 
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Fk. P. Monckton, also delivered the regimental colour to the Mar- 
chioness, who gave it to the junior Lieut., G. C. Noel; each subaltern 
receiving his sacred charge kneeling. 


This part of the ceremony being concluded, Lady Exeter made 
the following speech: 


‘‘Lord Excter, Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Men of the 8rd 
Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment, It is with pleasure that I find myself 
again commissioned to present you with your Colours, I believe that to-day 
there are present a few who remember the last occasion when I was thue 
privileged ; and I shall therefore be forgiven if I briefly allude to the presenta- 
tion of their Colours to the Northamptonshire Militia, as it was then called, 
at the time of the Crimean War. I remember that moment to have been 
rather an anxious one, as the Regiment was then under orders for Gibraltar, 
the volunteering fervour was at ite height, and many then present were, as 
I knew, anxious that duty might call the Regiment to serve in the Crimea 
itself. Since that time it has, as you know, been thought well for military 
reasons to divide the Regiment into two Battalions, and although from the 
friendship which has always prevailed, it would. seem as if the happy motto 
‘one heart, one way,’* which belongs jointly to the Colonel and Lieut. Colone 
of the 3rd and 4th Battalions, had exercised a happy influence on the entire 
Regiment, yet the change limits my duties to-day to presenting new Colours 
to the 3rd Battalion alone. To your keeping I now commit this trust, feeling 
sure that, as the emblem of the honour of your Gueen and of your Regiment, 
no efforts will be wanting on your part to keep these new Colours, both liter- 
ally and figuratively untarnished.”? 


Colonel Lord Exeter then replied: 


‘‘Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Men of the 3rd Battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment,—It now becomes my duty to say a few words to 
thank Lady Exeter on our behalf for having been so good as to present our 
Battalion with new Oolours, and for the kind expressions she has used towards 
the 3rd Battalion. But more especially will I thank her for what she said 
with reference to the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, which includes 
the 4th Battalion, with ourselves. Lady Exeter has reminded us of the time 
when at Devonport in 1854 she committed the old Colours, which you have 
trooped to-day, to the care of the Northamptonshire Militia, saying at the 
time that she hoped that the Regiment would use unceasing exertions to pre- 
serve the fair fame of both banners unsullied. I trust that I may eay with 
confidence that the Regiment has done so: and though we have not had the 
privilege and horour of carrying those Colours into action, vet for many 

ears the Northamptonshire and afterwards the Northamptonshire and Rut- 
and Militia have done their utmost, whether when embodied at Devonport, 
Gibraltar and Plymouth, or disembodied here at their own pescduertert: to 
preserve the fair fame of those old Colours unsullied and untarnished. Those 
old Colours have been honoured and respected for thirty-three years, and the 
time has arrived when, according to the regulations of the service, they should 
be replaced by others of a more modern pattern, just as the new service 
orders of some years ago rendered it necessary to divide the Northampton- 
shire and Rutland Militia into two battalions. As this partitioning of the old 
Regiment has not interfered with the friendly—I may also say brotherly— 
feeling which has always existed between the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men of the two battalions, so I feel sure that all of you, whether belonging 
to the 3rd or 4th Battalion, will wish for thoee old Colours that a suitable rest- 
ing place be found, where they will hang unfurled, calling to our remembrance 
the honour, the friendship, and the difficulties of former days. And now, 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of the 3rd Battalion, these new 
Colours, which Lady Exeter has presented to us to-day, seem to me to have 
been presented upon a specially auspicious occasion, as it is the Jubilee year 
of Her Majesty’s reign. I say that such a year, when all classes are rejoicing 
and looking back with thankfulness to the glory and prosperity which the 


British Empire has enjoyed under Her Majesty’s fifty years of beneficent 


* The motto of the Cecil family is Cor unum, via una. 
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reign, is especially appropriate for reminding you how sacred are these em- 
blems of royalty, loyalty, and honour ag represented in those two Colours so 
happily consecrated to-day by Mr. Thornton. I will not detain you further 
than again to impress upon every man in the 3rd Battalion of the Northampton- 
shire Regiment—be he officer, non-commissioned officer, drummer, or private 
—how imperative is the duty placed upon us all, to honour and to guard them 
from all insult or injury, the Queen’s Colour reminding us of our duty to the 
Queen and the other of the honour of our Battalion and the defence of our 
Country.”’ 


The new colours were then trooped, and General Daniell ad- 
dressed the battalion saying that: He had that morning seen the 
men on parade, and he considered he had been most fortunate in 
having been permitted to inspect them and to witness the pleasing 
ceremony performed by Lady Exeter. The battalion had done good 
service in former years. After being abroad it came home with a 
first-rate character, and he had often heard of it, and had desired 
to have the opportunity to inspect it. He was glad to hear the con- 
duct of the battalion had been good during the training, and said 
he should like to see both battalions under canvas next year instead 
of in billets. He understood that there were only a few absentees, 
but hoped there would be still less. 

The 4th Battalion under Colonel Brownlow Cecil was then in- 
spected and dismissed; after being addressed by General Daniell 
in somewhat similar words to those he had spoken to the 3rd Bat- 
talion. 

The kit inspection took place the next day; and the same even- 
ing the annual ball was given by the officers at the County Hall. 

Col. Lord Exeter, anticipating that this would be his last train- 
ing as Commandant, issued the following special order on May 27: 


‘‘The Commanding Officer, before the Regiment is dismissed at the end 
of the training, desires to say to the officers, non-commissioned officers and 
men of the 3rd and 4th Battalions of the Northamptonshire Regiment how 
satisfied he has been with the expressions of approval with which the Major- 
General commanding the Northern District was able to speak of both bat- 
talions. Colonel Lord Exeter wishes to say to the officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men of the 3rd Battalion, that he himself has been highly pleased 
with the manner in which all ranks have performed their duties during the 
training, and the good conduct of the men in the Town. The Men have been 
particularly steady under arms, they marched past very well, and went through 
their batcalion and other movements to the entire satisfaction of Major-Gen-. 
eral Daniell and your Commanding Officer. 

‘‘The Major-General also directed the Commanding Officer to correct an 
omission in the few words he addressed to the Battalion after the Inspection, 
which was, that he was very well pleased with the way in which the Officers 
showed that they knew their duties, and that it was through this prover per- 
formance of their duties that the Battalion turned out so well. otwith- 
standing the disadvantage and interruptions caused by the Companies having 
been obliged to go to Stafford for musketry instruction, it was remarked upon 
specially by the Inspector-General, who said that it told greatly to the credit 
of a battalion when it could go through the prescribed course of musketry, 
and yet show that it was 60 steady at drill and in the field, as the 3rd Bat- 
talion had proved itself to be that day. 

‘‘The Commanding Officer wishes also to mention that the trooping of the 
old Colours and manceuvres necessary for carrying out the ceremony on the 
presentation of the new Colours to the 38rd Battalion were very well performed 
by all; and it will be a long time before the imposing spectacle of yesterday 
on the Race course will be forgotten. 

17 
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‘‘The musketry (notwithstanding the difficulties caused by being obliged to 
send out to Stafford several Companies at a time from the two Battalions 
during the greater part of the Training, and the wet and stormy weather 
towards the latter part of the shooting), has been upon the whole far more 
satisfactory than the last Training, and special thanks are due to Mr. Walter 
Lieutenant of the Ist Lancashire Fusiliers, from Lord Exeter, for having 
volunteered to act as Musketry Instructors to the 3rd and 4th Battalions. 
The Commanding Officer must not allow the satisfactory remarks on the part 
of Major-General Daniell to pass without giving due credit to the exertions 
of the Adjutant, Sergeant-majors and the Non-commissioned Officers of the 
permanent staff 3rd and 4th Battalions, without which the turning out of 
the Battalions on the Inspection Day, in so satisfactory a manner, would 
have been comparatively oe and the Commanding Officer congratu- 
lates them on the success of their labours. While upon this subject, the Com- 
manding Officer has to announce to the two Battalions, and he does so with 
the very deepest regret, that the term of years for Major Orde Powlett’s ser- 
vices as Adjutant expires next September. Lord Exeter is sure that the loss 
of so good an officer from the adjutancy will be greatly felt by all the ranke 
in the 3rd Battalion, and he cannot allow these comments on the Inspection 
to conclude, without thanking Major Orde Powlectt for the untiring zeal, the 
efficient manner, and the able and pleasant way in which he has invariably 
conducted the orderly room duties, together with the other duties of an ad- 
jutant, whether in the field or elsewhere. To Major Orde Powlett’s exertions 
during the past five years the Commanding Officer attributes mainly the suc- 
cess of the inspections of the last two or three years, culminating in yesterday’s 
review, and while all regret that the regulations of the service compel his re- 
tirement from the adjutancy so shortly, the Commanding Officer can with 
confidence assure Major Orde Powlett, on the part of all in the two Battalions, 
that every good wish for success and happiness will follow in his future career. 

‘In conclusion the Commanding Officer hopes that all will return to their 
homes satisfied with the results of this Jubilee year’s Training, and that the 
Men will, in their several Towns and Villages throughout the County, show by 
their conduct and by the good example they set to others throughout the vear, 
that they do not forget that they belong to the Northamptonshire and Rut- 
land Militia, whether they are soldiers in the 3rd or 4th Battalion.” 


Thus the training concluded this year May 28. 
The following report was issued : 


CONFIDENTIAL INSPECTION REPORT ON THE 8rd AND 4th BAT- 
TALIONS, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT, 1887. 


War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.E. 
28th September 1887. 


1. His Royal Highness is very well satisfied with the Confidential re- 
port on the 3rd and 4th Battalions, Northamptonshire Regiment, and the high 
terms in which the Commanding officer, the Marquis of Exeter, is alluded to 
by the inspecting officer and by the general officer commanding, Colonel Lord 
B. Cecil also appears to be an excellent commanding officer. 

2. The officers are stated to be generally good, and His Royal Highness 
notes the special commendation passed on Captains Salmon, Markham, Lord 
Burghersh, and Lieutenant Stockdale. 

3. The men are described as clean, soldier-like, well-drilled and steady 
under arms. 

4. The musketry instruction seems to have been well conducted, but His 
Royal Highness hopes these Battalions will be enabled to provide a qualified 
subaltern for musketry instruction next year. 

5. Captains St. Paul and Sir Herewald Wake have been absent during the 
last two trainings, and it is hoped that these officers will not again be pre- 
vented from attending the trainings of these battalions. 

6. The clothing question should form the subject of a separate corres- 
pondence. 
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7. Colonel Acton’s letter on the failure of recruiting will be considered, 
and General Daniell’s remarks as to Lord Exeter’s tenure of command have 
been duly noted. 


8. Lord Loughborough must become efficient by next training. 
Arth. Geo. Freemantle, 
Major-General D.A.G.A.F. 


The following communication was received relating to the re- 
tirement cf Colonel Lord Exeter: 


LETTER RELATIVE TO MINUTE 7, OBSERVATION— 
TRAINING, 1887. 


Officer commanding 48th Regimental District. 


The following extract from Horse Guards letter No. S—Mil- 
itia—3,170, A—20th October 1887, is forwarded for informa- 
tion and for notification to the officer concerned. 


A. J. L. Freemantle. 


As regards Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, commanding 3rd and 4th Bat- 
talions, Northamptonshire Regiment, whom you recommend for an extension 
of two years, both His Royal Highness and Mr. Secretary Stanhope regret ex- 
tremely that the Militia Regulations will not allow of any extension in his 
Lordship’s case. 

I ain desired, however, to convey Sonn you to Lord Exeter the deep 
appreciation of Lord Exeter’s long and faithful and valuable service in this 
distinguished Regiment, felt by the Commander-in-Chief and the Secretary of 
State; and I am to inform you that with a view of continuing Lord Exeter’s 
long and honourable connection with the Regiment, the Secretary of State, 
with his Royal Highness’s full concurrence, had advised Her Majesty to ap- 

oint his lordship Honorary Colonel, believing that this mark of Her Majesty’s 
avour will be gratifying to him. 
By order, 
H. Knollys, Major, 


D.A. Quartermaster-General. 
York, 21.10.87. 


In consequence of this decision the Marquis of Exeter retired 
under the provisions of the Militia Regulations, October 25, 1887, 
and was appointed Honorary Colonel of the regiment. 

Second lieutenants were again appointed in 1887. 


— 1888 — 


The annual training commenced May 28, and the Honorary 
Colonel the same day issued the following farewell to his old 
regiment. 


Address. 


‘‘On retirement from the active command of the Northampton Militia, 
to the officers, staff, non-commissioned Officers and men of the Regiment, both 
past and present. ; 

‘¢ Colonel the Marquis of Exeter embraces the opportunity afforded him 
by the commencement of another Training, to express his great regret that 
ie regulations of the Service compel his retirement from the active comma 
of the Northampton Militia, with which Regiment he has served continuously 
since the year 1852. : ; 

‘‘The pain which the compulsory retirement naturally occasions him, has 
to some extent teen modified by the kind words of the Secretary of State for 
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War, and His Royal Highness the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, when 
conveying to Lord Exeter Her Mayjesty’s gracious command that he should 
not sever his cornection with his old Regiment, but occupy the position of 
Honorary Colonel, Lord Exeter, therefore has the pleasure of feeling that he 
is still closely associated with the Regiment, and thus retains the privilege of 
serving the interests of the 3rd and 4th Battalions of the Northamptonshire 
Regiment, whenever circumstances might justify such endeavour. 

‘*Colonel thea Marquis of Exeter cannot conclude without conveying to 
the Officers, the Staff, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the Northampton 
Militia, both past and present, his grateful acknowledgments for the able and 
willing assistance invariably afforded him during his long period of command, 
whether at home or abroad. This hearty co-operation enabled the Command- 
ing Officer to maintain the high name for good conduct and discipline which 
with rare exceptions, have for the space of thirty-five vears reflected great 
credit upon all under his command, and has also obtained the approval of the 
authorities, of the Horse Guards, the War Office, and of numerous Inspecting 
Officers. Looking to the future, Lord Exeter knows that the command of the 
two Battalions falls unon those who have the best interests of the Regiment 
at heart, and under the able command of Lord Brownlow Cecil and Lord Burgh- 
ley the Honorary Colonel feels assured that the 3rd and 4th Battalions will 
not fail to take the same pride as hitherto in maintaining the high standard 
of efficiency and devotion to duty which has marked the career of the North- 
amptonshire Militia, whether serving at home or on garrison duty abroad. 

E-reter, Colonel 
Honorary Colonel 
3/4 Northampton Regiment.”’ 
Burghley, 
28th May 1888. 


In consequence of the retirement of Lord Exeter, the command 
of the 3rd Battalion was given to Lord Brownlow Cecil, and that 
of the 4th to Lord Burghley. | 

This year the musketry course was carried out at the range near 
Huntingdon, the musketry instructor of both battalions being Lieut. 
C. A. Markham. 

The Queen’s birthday was kept early in June by the firing of a 
feu de jote on the racecourse, and by a march through the town. 

During the second week in June, Col. Lord Exeter visited the 
regiment and was received with a salute, after which he addressed 
both battalions, saying how pleased he was to come and see them 
again for a short time. 

The same evening, after mess, Lord Exeter presented six hand- 
some silver-plated lamp-stands to the mess, particulars of which 
are given in Appendix C. 

In consequence of the death of the German Emperor there was 
no ball this year. 

The inspection took place June 21, by Colonel C. Ball-Acton, 
Lieut. C. A. Markham acting as his aide-de-camp. 

After seeing both battalions Colonel Ball-Acton said that he 
should have pleasure in making a favourable report. 


— 1889 — 


The annual training commenced at Northampton May 13, and 
the first party proceeded to Stratford-on-Avon the same week for 
musketry. 

The inspection of both battalions, by Col. C. E. Foster, com- 
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manding the 48th Regimental District, took place on the race- 
course June 6 and 7. After which Col. Foster addressed both bat- 
talions, saying he was exceedingly pleased with the general ap- 
pearance and great steadiness of the men. 

The same day a pleasing ceremony took place at the close of 
the luncheon, when a beautiful silver statuette of the Marquis of 
Exeter was presented to him. 

This represents the Colonel in full uniform seated on his char- 
ger, and was modelled by Mr. C. B. Birch, A.R.A,, and is a life-like 
representation of the Marquis. It stands on an ebony base, on 
which is a silver plate bearing the legend: 


Presented to 
William Alleyne Cecil, Marquis of Exeter, 
A.D.C., ete. 
on his appointment 
to the 
Honorary Colonelcy 
of the 
3rd and 4th Battalions Northamptonshire Regiment 
(late Northamptonshire & Rutland Militia) 
by Past and Present Officers of the Regiment, 
in token of their esteem and affection 
and in recognition of his valuable services during an active 
command of 4! years. 
AD. 1888. 


With the statuette was a parchment scroll with the inscription: 

“To Colonel the Marquis of Exeter, A.D.C., etc. We, the 
undersigned past and present Officers of the 3rd and 4th Battalions 
of the Northamptonshire Regiment (late Northampton and Rut- 
land Militia) beg your acceptance of this statuette of yourself in 
uniform on your charger, and request it may be preserved as an heir- 
loom in your family, and follow the title.” 

The following are the names of the subscribers to this 
testimonial : 

Present officers: Lieut.-Cols. Lord Burghley, M.P., S. G. Stop- 
ford Sackville, E. P. Monckton and H. T. Salmon; Majs. A. J. 
Fludyer, J. Hill, O. L. Stephen, J. E. Dryden, F. A. White; Capts. 
H. W. K. Markham, E. St. F. Moore, J. H. Phillips, Lord Bertie W. 
Rhodes, H. Eaton and G. C. Noel; Lieuts. H. M. Stockdale, H. 
Smith, L. H. Peacock, J. A. S. Bouverie, C. A. Markham, P. Allan, 
Lord Loughborough, Hon. J. Powys, C. Hunt, R. Tryon, C. P. Phil- 
lips; Capt. and Adjutant A. H. Hill, V.C.; Acting Adjutant, J. A. C. 
Wetherall; Surgeon-Majyor H. B. Spurgin; and a large number of 
past officers. 

Lt.-Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville, in making the presentation, 
after saying that it was his pleasure and privilege on behalf of his 
brother officers, present and past, to make this presentation, turned 
to the Marquis and continued: “I beg to hand you this statuette, 
modelled by one of the most distinguished artists, Mr. Birch, an 
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Associate of the Royal Academy, and I hope that those here will 
recognise in it a faithful likeness of our Honorary Colonel.” 

Col. T. Rose, on behalf of former officers, assured Lord Exeter 
of the pleasure they had in joining in the presentation. 

The Marquis of Exeter responded, saying that he had never 
addressed his brother officers with so much difficulty, as after the 
kind words of Col. Sackville, but that he accepted the present with 
much pleasure, and that it would be one of the most valued posses- 
sions at Burghley. 

The same year Lord Brownlow Cecil retired, and issued the fol- 
lowing address on leaving : 


‘* Colonel] Lord Brownlow Cecil cannot leave the Regiment without express- 
ing to the Officers, N.C. Officers and Men of the 3rd and 4th Battalions of the 
Regiment, his sense of the great assistance he has invariably received from 
them during his command, without which candid co-operation he could not 
have efficiently carried on the duties of the Regiment, nor maintained its dis- 
cipline. He very much regrets, owing to failing health, having been obliged 
to ask to be permitted to resign his commission. He felt his duty was to sur- 
render the command into abler hands. He will always feel proud of having 
had the honour of having served from the year 1854 until 1889, in one of the 
most efficient Regiments of Militia in Her Majesty’s Service, and in wishing 
his old comrades farewell, he is confident in the future prosperity of so distin- 
guished a regiment.” 


The ball was held in the County Hall on June 7, and was well 
attended. The training came to an end the next day. 


— 1890 — 


The training commenced June 1, and three weeks later the Hon. 
Col., Lord Exeter, reviewed the regiment. Musketry was performed 
on the range at Horton. 

Col. C. E. Foster inspected both battalions June 25. Next day 
the regimental sports were held. 

Maj.-Gen. H. J. Buchanan also inspected the regiment on June 
27, and it was dismissed the following day. 


== 109) = 


The regiment assembled May 25. The Queen’s birthday was 
kept on May 30, when there was a review on the racecourse, and a 
feu de joie was fired. The 4th Battalion trooped the colour a few 
days later. Col. C. E. Foster inspected both battalions June 18, 
and the regimental sports followed in the afternoon. 

The musketry course was again shot at Horton. 

The annual ball took place on June 19, and the training ended 
the next day. 


— 1892 — 


The training commenced May 30. On June 18 the colour was 
trooped on the racecourse by the 3rd Battalion. Col. C. E. Foste 
inspected the regiment on June 24. : 

The training concluded June 25. 


oL. BrowxLow Henry Greorce Cecit, Lorp BurGHLey. 
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== 1893: 


The annual training commenced on May 22, but was clouded 
by a very tragic event. On June 13 a cricket match was arranged 
between the Militia officers and the Weedon Garrison. One of the 
Northampton team was Sec. Lieut. H. G. Watson, and he, with the 
other officers, dined at Weedon, and was lost sight of after mess. 
A long search proved fruitless, and the party left for Northampton 
about midnight. Soon afterwards one of the Weedon officers found 
the body of Licut. Watson lying in the area, outside the back door 
of the officers’ mess. The medical evidence showed that his skull 
had been fractured and his death instantaneous. It appears that 
after mess Watson went into the ante-room, and going to the win- 
dow, which was wide open, leaned against a flower-box, which gave 
way, and he was precipitated into the area. Lieut. Watson was 
buried in the churchyard at Rockingham, many of the officers at- 
tending the funeral. 

In consequence of this sad accident the following notice was 
issued : 


‘In consequence of a fatal accident which has occurred to an Officer of the 
4th Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment, the Ball announced for the 16th 
inst., will not take place. 


‘‘ Judges Lodgings, 
NORTHAMPTON, 
June 14th 1893.”’ 


The musketry course was shot on the range near Millbrook 
station, the companies under training being under canvas in Bed- 
ford Barracks. 

Both battalions were inspected on June 15 and 16, by Col. C. E. 
Foster, and dismissed June 17. 


— 1894 — 


The 3rd and 4th Battalions assembled on May 14, and were 
inspected on June 2 by Maj.-Gen. Carr Glyn, commanding the East- 
ern District, and again on June 7 and 8 by Col. Allan Maclean com- 
manding the 48th Regimental District. 

A The musketry training took place again on the range at Mill- 
rook. 

The ball was at the Masonic Hall. 


==. [$95 


The training commenced May 13. On June J, the ceremony of 
trooping the colour was performed by the 4th Battalion, on the race- 
course, the escort company being under the command of Capt. the 
Honble. J. Powys. | 


The annual inspection was on June 6, by Col. Allan Maclean. 
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Next day the ball was held at the County Hall, the Petty Ses- 
sional Court forming the ball-room, and about one hundred and 
twenty guests were present. 


— 1896 — 


To the deep regret of all ranks of the regiment, the Marquis of 
Exeter, Hon. Col., and late Col. of this Militia, died at his residence, 
Burghley House, Stamford, on May 15. The funeral took place at 
St. Martin’s Church, Stamford Baron, three days later, and was at- 
tended by the officers and non-commissioned officers of the regiment. 

The regiment trained at Aldershot this year, the first time 
they had been quartered out of the county town, since they served 
at Gibraltar during the Crimean War. 

The 3rd and 4th Battalions assembled on August Io and left 
Northampton the same day, going into camp at Rushmoor, where 
they were attached to the 3rd Infantry (Regular) Brigade, com- 
manded by Mayj.-Gen. H. M. Bengough, C.B. The 4th Battalion 
returned to headquarters on Saturday, September 5, leaving Alder- 
shot by spccial train about 10.45 a.m., and arriving at the Midland 
Station, Northampton, about two o'clock. They detrained and 
marched to the Militia Stores, where Col. Stopford Sackville ad- 
dressed the officers and men saying how pleased he had been at the 
result of the training and the good conduct of the men. 

Both battalions were inspected by Maj.-Gen. H. M. Bengough on 
August 27. 

The 3rd Battalion trained for thirty-four days, and during the 
last week took part in the manceuvres forming part of the 5th Divi- 
sion under Lieut.-Gen. Lord William Seymour: together with the 
3rd Royal West Surrey and the 3/4 East Surrey, they formed the 
oth Brigade commanded by Col. A. Fitzroy Hart, C.B., by whom 
they were inspected on September 1. 

The battalion was much praised for its good discipline, conduct 
and efficiency in the field, as will be seen from the following order 
issued at the termination of the training. 


‘‘ 5th Infantry Brigade, 
‘¢ Special Order 
‘¢ 11-9-96. 


‘©On the termination of the training of the 5th Division the Lieut. Gen- 
eral Commanding cannot allow this fine body to separate without expressing 
his heartiest congratulations to the Brigadiers of the 9th and 10th Brigades 
as well as to Commanding and other officers and troops generally on the suc- 
cess that has attended this large assembly of the Militia Force. 

‘In spite of the abnormally bad weather all ranks have vied with each 
other in cheerfully proving that they are not unworthy to take their place 
along side their comrades of the Line. 

‘¢No more severe test could be found than the night operations on Sep- 
tember 8th and 9th and the 5th Division showed from the approval expressed 
by the Commander-in-Chief and the H.R.H. the General Officer Commanding 
Aldershot District that they possessed to a high degree the attributes of good 
soldiers viz; discipline and endurance; indeed their behaviour during the 
many hours of waiting for the assault exhibited a spirit not to be surpassed 


Camp ar ALDERSHOT. 
August, 1896. 


SENTRY Box By Orricers’ Mess, ALDERSHOT, 
August, 1896. 
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and the Lieut. General is glad to hear from H.R.H. the G-O-C that the celerity 
with which the ranks were formed in the two Brigades for pursuit after the 
assault had taken place attracted favourable note. 

‘In conclusion the Lieut. General thanks all ranks in the 5th Division 
for their hearty co-operation during the training and mancuvres of 1896, which 
he trusts may be remembered in spite of certain discomforts, as a year in which 
the excellent points of the Militia force have been fully recognised and ap- 
proved by the Highest Military Authority. 


‘‘ By order 
‘J. E. H. Prior Colonel 
‘‘A.A.G. 5th Infantry Division.”’ 


The 3rd Battalion returned to Northampton on September 12 
and were dismissed the same evening. 


— 1897 — 


The training commenced June 7. 

The inspection by Col. Allan Maclean and Ma)j.-Gen. Carr Glyn 
took place July 2, and the regiment was dismissed the following day. 

Capt. E. Osborne Smith was appointed adjutant on October 1, 


1897. 
— 1898 — 


To the deep regret of all who served under him, the Marquis 
of Exeter, Col. Com., died suddenly in London on April 9, 1898. 

Both battalions assembled for their annual training at North- 
ampton on May 16. Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville at once assumed 
command of the 3rd and Lieut.-Col. J. Hill of the 4th Battalion; 
and the following special Order appeared on May 18: 


‘‘In accordance with the terms of the notification in the London Gazette, 
Colonel Stopford Sackville assumes command of the 3rd and 4th Battalions 
Northamptonshire Regiment. 

‘He does so with a feeling of sorrow owing to the untimely death of the 
late commandant, The Marquis of Exeter, a name for two generations so hon- 
ourably connected with the Regiment, at the same time after serving with 
them 36 ears in every grade, from Lieutenant upwards, he is proud to have 
them under his command for the remainder of the period to which his active 
service may extend. 

‘‘The Regiment has always enjoyed a high reputation among Regiments 
of Militia, from the day when it earned the distinction of ‘Mediterranean,’ 
during the Russian War, this reputation it will be Colonel Sackville’s constant 
desire to maintain and he relies with confidence on the assistance of the Ofh- 
cers and Permanent Staff of Non-commissioned Officers to help him to promote 
the discipline and secure the efficiency of the Regiment.’’ 


The musketry course of both battalions was shot at Landguard, 
where Maj.-Gen Sir F. W. Gatacre visited. the drafts. 

The regiment was inspected by Col. Sir G. A. de Hochipied 
Larpent, Baronet, commanding the 16th Regimental District, on June 
10, and dismissed the following day. 

The strength of the battalions having fallen greatly below the 
establishment, it was decided that the 3rd and 4th Payee nour 

I 
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be amalgamated and known as the 3rd Battalion The Northampton- 
shire Regt., notice to this effect was received in the following War 
Office letter : 


‘“War Office, 
‘*‘LONDON, 8.W. 


‘‘14th December 18°98. 
“Sir, 

‘‘T am directed by the Secretary of the State for War to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of llth July last as to Militia 65/101/2 and to inform 
you in reply that Lord Landsdowne has now approved the amalgamation from 
the Ist April next of the 3rd and 4th Battalions Northamptonshire Regiment 
the establishment of each of which Battalions is at present six companies, into 
a Battalion to be designated the 3rd Battalion The Northamptonshire Regi- 
ment with an establishment of eight companies. 

‘‘The establishment of the Battalion from the above date will be shown 
in the margin: 

(i.e.) 1 Lieutenant Colonel 

2 Majors 
8 Captains 
8 Lieutenants 
4 2nd Lieutenants 
1 Adjutant 
1 Quarter Master 
1 Sergeant Major 
1 Quarter Master Sergeant 
1 Sergeant Instructor of Musketry 
1 Sergeant Drummer 
1 Colour Sergeant 
8 Permanent Staff Sergeants 
8 Permanent Staff Drummers 
16 Sergeants 
32 Corporals 
800 Privates 


and the change will be included in the memorandum of Regimental Establish- 
ments as published in due course with army Orders. 

‘‘T am therefore to request that you will forward a nominal list of the 
New Battalion as it will appear on amalgamation, together with a list of the 
Warrant or Non-Commissioned Officers of the Permanent Staff of the present 
8rd and 4th Battalions who will become supernumary to the establishment 
and how it is proposed to dispose of them. 

‘‘ Her Majesty’s sanction for the amalgamation of the 8rd and 4th Bat- 
talions Northamptonshire Regiment will be obtained in due course. 

‘‘T have the honour to be, etc. 
“J. Kelly Kenny, 


“1.G. of Aux. Forces.’ 


— 1899 — 


In accordance with this War Office letter the 3rd and 4th Bat- 
talions Northamptonshire Regiment were amalgamated and known 
as the 3rd Northamptonshire Regiment from April 1, 1899. 

The battalion consisted of eight companies. 

The present companies of the 3rd Battalion formed the first 
six companies of the new battalion, and “A” and “B” Companies 
4th Battalion formed “G” and “H” Companies of the 3rd 
Battalion. 
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The battalion assembled at Northampton on June 12, 1899, for 
annual training. 

Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville in command. 

Musketry as in 1898 was carried out at Landguard, where the 
battalion was seen by Maj.-Gen. W. F. Gatacre, commanding Eastern 
District. 

The regiment was inspected at Northampton by Colonel J. C. 
Orde-Powlett on July 6 and 7 and dismissed on the following day. 


THE BOER WAR. 


This war, which broke out on October 11, 1899, necessitated the 
dispatch of the greater number of the regular forces from England 
to South Africa; and in order to replace them various Militia units 
were embodied for active service. 

Accordingly an order was received from the War Office in 
November, for the battalion to assemble forthwith; but the actual 
embodiment was put off until the commencement of the next year, 
as appears by the following orders. 


‘Army Order 
** Special 
‘* War Office, 
‘* London, 3.11.99. 
‘The following Instructions are promulgated to the Army with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of State for War. 


‘‘ Embodiment of The Militia. 


‘‘Her Majesty the Queen having been graciously pleased by Royal Pro- 
clamation dated 26th Oct. 1899, to order the Secretary of State for War to give 
the necessary directions for embodying all or any part of the Militia, the fol- 
lowing instructions are promulgated for the information of all concerned :— 

‘‘The undermentioned Militia infantry units will be embodied at their 
respective head-quarters on dates to be hereafter notified, but not earlier than 
20th Nov., 1899, and they will remain there or proceed to other stations under 
such orders as may be hereafter issued :— 


‘‘3rd Bn. Northamptonshire Regiment. 
‘‘ Further instructions 


‘‘ will be issued later 
‘* By Order 


“FE. O. Smith, Captain 
** Adjutant 3/Northampton.”’ 
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After this General Order came the following orders: 


‘* Northampton 
‘25th November 1899. 
‘‘ Notice has been received that the Battalion will be embodied on the 


14th December 1899. 
‘It is believed that the Battalion will be stationed at Aldershot. 


‘‘ KE. O. Smith 
‘* Adjutant 3/Northampton Regt.”’ 
‘* Northamrton.”’ 


“28th November 1899. 


‘The following telegram has just been received from War Office: ‘ Date 
of Embodiment of your Battalion postponed from 14th December to 4th Janu- 
ary, Quarter Master General.’ 


‘““E. O. Smith Captain. 
‘* Adjutant 3/Northampton Regt.”’ 


‘8rd Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment 
‘Orders for Embodiment. 
‘1. In accordance with orders received, the Battalion will be embodied 
on Thursday, 4th January 1900, for garrison duty at Aldershot. 
fe “The general procedure will be the same as on assembly for Annual 
raining. 
‘*2. The distribution of Officers to Companies will be as under :— 


Company Captains Subalterns Colour Sergeants 

A. Capt. and Hon. Maj. 2 Lt. Loyd and 2 Lt. Cr. Sergt. A. Leverton 
H. M. Stockdale Hodge 

B. Capt. Lord Lilford Lt. H. Grant-Thorold Cr. Sergt. G. Scales 

©. Capt. and Hon. Maj. - Lt. G. J. Hamilton Cr. Sergt. R. Holloway 
G. H. O. H. de Crespigny 

D. Capt. G.S.H. Pearson Lt. F. E.G. Jackson Cr. Sergt. J. Baldwin 

KB. Capt. C. A. Markham = [t. H. M. Lutwyche Cr. Sergt. C. Morris 

F. Capt. B.C. L. M. Praed Lt. E. L. Thomson Cr. Sergt. J. Bettle 

G. Capt.C. P. Harve 2 Lt. H. E. Lavie Cr. Sergt. H. White 

H. Capt. Sir A. de Capcll- 2 Lt. N. B.C. B. Cr. Sergt. J. W. 
Brooke Grounds Grimason 


Supernumerary Captains:—Capt. H. Wickham, Capt. L. H. Martineau, 
Capt. The Marquis of Exeter. 

‘*3. The Mess President has made arrangements with T. White & Co. 
to furnish Officers’ Quarters with the usual Barrack Furniture, at a charge 
of about 10/- per month. Officers should take their own sheets and towels. 

‘4, Officers should send their heavy baggage by goods train direct to 
Aldershot. Light baggage can be taken by the Troop train. 

‘5. The Sam-Browne Belt being now regulation for home eervice, all 
Officers must provide themselves with this equipment. This can be done after 
Embodiment, an] arrangements are being made with the Army and at 
Stores to supply these belts at reduced rates, provided twenty sete are required. 

‘6. Officers’ Chargers.—Field Officers who intend to take chargers with 
them from Northampton are requested to notify the Adjutant. 

‘7, The Battalion will leave the Castle Station by special train about 
2.30 p.m. on day of Embodiment. The hour of parade will be notified later. 

‘Dress will be ‘Marching Order’ with helmets. 

‘* Officers to carry great coats ‘en banderole,’ instead of capes. 


By Order, 
KE. O. Smith, Captain 


Adjutant 3rd Batt. Northamptonshire Regt. 
‘* Northampton 


‘¢ 30th November 1899. 
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‘* NOTICE, 


‘‘The Officers of the Depot will be very plad if Officers of the Battalion 
will use their Mess as Honorary members for lunch on day of Assembly.”’ 


‘‘ NORTHAMPTON 
2nd January 1900. 


ORDERS. 


1. The Battalion will parade in the Depot Barracks at 12.45 p.m. on 
Thursday, 4th January, and proceed to Aldershot by special trains leaving the 
Castle Station at 2 p.m. The Battalion will be quartered in Barrosa Barracks 
(South Camp). 


2. Officers’ baggage which they wish to take with them should be at the 
Castle Station by 11.30 a.m. A baggage party will be there to receive it. 
3. Officers’ chargers should be at the Station by 1 p.m. 
By order 
E. O. Smith Captain 
Adjutant 3/Bn. Northampton Regt. 


The day of assembly duly arrived, and the men reported them- 
selves at the barracks, where they were passed by Surg. Lieut. Coll. 
Spurgin, and sent off in batches to the militia stores, to draw their 
clothing, arms and accoutrements. They returned to the barracks, 
where they paraded soon after one o'clock, under the command of 
S. G. Stopford Sackville, Commandant, and Col. J. Hill. The 
Adjutant Capt. E. O. Smith, Quarter Master J. Perrin, and all the 
ofhcers before enumerated being present. Leave of absence was 
granted to Major and Hon. Lieut. Col. H. W. K. Markham (through 
illness), Capt. C. P. Harvey and Lieut. S. A. G. Finch, Lieut. Col. 
Spurgin remained as medical officer of the depot, and Sec. Lieut. 
W. E. G. A. Weigall also stayed for instruction. 

The strength of the regiment on embodiment was twenty-nine 
officers and six hundred and eighty-six non-commissioned officers 
and men. 

Quarter sessions for the county was held the same morning, and 
Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville sat as chairman, and Capt. C. A. Mark- 
ham as deputy Clerk of the Peace for the trial of prisoners at the 
County Hall, Northampton, before leaving the town. 

The mayor (Councillor J. Jeffery), Councillor F. Tonsley, Alder- 
man, S. S. Campion and Mr. H. Butterfield were present at the depot, 
and drove down to the station to wish the regiment God speed, in the 
name of the borough. 

Thus, headed by the Militia Band under Bandmaster Ashton, 
and the Volunteer Band under Bandmaster Campbell, the battalion 
marched out of the barracks, and down to the station; through 
streets packed by the good people of Northampton, who were anxious 
to witness the departure of the old County Militia. 

After a slow and tedious railway journey Aldershot was 
reached soon after six o’clock, where the men detrained at a siding, 
and marched by a dark and muddy road to the Barrosa Barracks, in 
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the Stanhope Lines. Here a substantial tea was provided, after par- 
taking of which, the men shook down as best they could, for the 
night. 

Next day appeared the following inspiring 


‘* Orders by Colonel S. G. Stopford Sackville 
Commdg. Northamptonshire Regt. 
Aldershot 5th Jan. 1900. 
‘‘The commanding Officer wishes to make the following nctification to the 


8rd Battalion on Embodiment. 


“It will be read to each Company by the Captain on two successive 
parades. 


‘* The embodiment of the Militia by Royal Proclamation indicates that the 
war in South Africa constitutes an imminent danger. The Militia are a Home 
Force and except a voluntary offer to serve outside the limits of the United 
Kingdom be made and certified by the Commanding Officer, cannot be carried 
or ordered to go out of the United Kingdom, but the Commanding Officer de- 
sires to remind the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Men, that the 
word ‘ Mediterranean,’ is emblazoned on their Colours and he believes they 
will be as ready now to extend their service abroad, as the Regiment was 
during the Crimean War. The call for our services is as urgent now as it was 
then, an opportunity will therefore be given within a few days for the Bat- 
talion to baa he an offer similar to that which has already been accepted in the 
case of other Militia Battalions, but no compulsion ill be used, and it must 
be thoroughly understood that the offer to extend his service abroad, is on the 
part of every man purely voluntary and no discredit will attach to anyone 
who for family or private reasons is unable to extend his service beyond the 
limits of the United Kingdom. 


‘By Order 
“K.O. Smith, Captain. 
‘‘ Adjt. 3rd Northampton Regt.’’ 


In response to the above order, the whole battalion, with the ex- 
ception of Maj. W. Rhodes and twenty-nine men, volunteered for 
service outside the United Kingdom, and a letter notifying the same 
was forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief. On this occasion how- 
ever the offer was not accepted and the battalion settled down to 
garrison duties at Aldershot, with the line regiments stationed there. 

Early in March the same year, orders were received for the move 
of the battalion from Aldershot to Portland where they proceeded on 
March 7 and were quartered in the Verne Citadel. 

Both Lieut. Gen. Montgomery Moore commanding the Division 
Aldershot, and Major Gen. Murray commanding the Ist Brigade, 
conveyed to the officer commanding their high appreciation of the 
good behaviour and soldierlike bearing of the battalion during their 
stay in the Aldershot command. 

During the embodiment repeated calls were made on the Militia 
Reserve for men for active service in South Africa, and drafts were 
sent out to the Northamptonshire, Devonshire and Bedfordshire 
Regiments. A large number of men also joined the regular army, 
and proceeded to South Africa. The embodiment gave an excellent 
opportunity for improving the battalion in all military exercises. 
Companies were struck off duty in turn, each month, for a course of 
field training under their own officers, and much attention was also 
given to musketry. 
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The full line soldiers’ course was fired, and the battalion showed 
the best figure of merit for any militia regiment exercised in 1900; 
and the following remarks appeared in the annual musketry report 
issued from Hythe. 


‘‘The 3rd_Battalion Northamptonshire Regt. shot well for a Militia Bat- 
talion, doing Table B (line course) for the first time, and I am glad to observe 
that great pains are taken in musketry instruction in this Battalion.”’ 


The battalion was inspected by Lieut. Gen. Sir Baker Russell at 
Portland. 

Under an Army Order a certain proportion of men were allowed 
when thoroughly trained, to proceed on furlough (working) (without 
pay) in order to keep them in touch with their civil employment. 

Two hundred and eleven non-commissioned officers and men 
availed themselves of this order. 

Maj. and Hon. Lieut. Col. H. W. K. Markham resigned his com- 
mission on account of 11] health, and Maj. W. Rhodes and Capt. 
C. A. Markham also resigned on account of private affairs. 

The battalion remained at Portland for nine months, when 
orders were received for its disembodiment on December 5, on which 
day it returned to Northampton and handed in arms and equipment. 

The following was the state of the battalion on December 5, 
1QOO : 

Twenty-six officers; forty-nine sergeants; thirty-eight corporals ; 
sixteen drummers; three hundred and fifty-seven privates. 

The large decrease in the numbers between January and Decem- 
ber is due to the considerable number of Militia Reservists sent to 
South Africa, and also to the large numbers who joined the regular 
army. 


— 1901 — 


Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville, on account of the limit of age 
fixed for retirement, gave up the command in March, when he was 
appointed Honorary Colonel of the regiment. His successor was 
Col. J. Hill. 

In consequence of the lengthened period of embodiment the 
usual training for 1901 was dispensed with, but any officers and men 
who wished to train were allowed to do so, and for this purpose 
attached to the regimental depot, Northampton, for twenty-seven 
days. 

In June a shooting team of the permanent staff was taken by the 
Adjutant E. O. Smith to Colchester to compete in the Eastern Dis- 
trict Rifle Meeting and had considerable success. They won the 
United Service Team Challenge Cup, fifteen teams firing. The 
Eastern District Championship Challenge Cup was also won by 
Sergt. W. Wigley. 

‘ In November more militia regiments were invited to volunteer 
for active service in South Africa, but in spite of the efforts of Col. 
J. Hill to have the battalion included amongst these, the War Office 
decided that it was too weak in numbers to be accepted. 
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= 1902: 


On Sunday, March 2, however the following Army Order was 
received at Northampton, much to the surprise of everyone. 


‘War Office 
‘“ Ist March 1902. 


‘‘The following Instructions are promulgated to the Army with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of State for War. 


‘MILITIA. 


‘‘ Embodiment of the Militia Pursuant to Royal Proclamation, dated the 
26th October 1899, the Secretary of State for War has directed that the under- 
mentioned Militia battalion shall be embodied at its headquarters on a date to 
be hereafter notified, and, shall remain there or proceed to another etation 
under such orders as may be hereafter issued :— 

‘Unit 3rd Bn. The Northamptonshire Regt. Probable date of embodiment, 
but not before. 17th March.’’ 

‘* Roberts, F.M. 


Commander-in-Chief.”’ 


The state of the battalion on January I, 1902, was twenty-five 
officers, one warrant officer, forty-eight sergeants, thirty-six corporals, 
twelve drummers and five hundred and fifty privates. 

As soon as the order from the Commander-in-Chicf was received, 
every effort was made to augment the ranks with old soldiers and 
ex-militia men, with the satisfactory result that the strength of the 
battalion on March 17, was seven hundred and forty; the fourteen 
days’ recruiting having produced two hundred recruits, which is 
believed to be a record for a militia regiment. 

On Monday, March 17, the battalion was embodied at the militia 
stores, where arms, clothing and kit were served out, the scene being 
one of bustling activity. 

The men paraded at the barracks, at half past one, and were 
inspected by the commanding officer. A number of former offcers, 
including Col. Stopford Sackville, and ladies were present to wish 
the regiment God speed. 

The eight companies then marched to the Castle station, where 
they entrained amid cheers, and the strains of “ Auld Lang Syne,’ 
played by the Volunteer Band. 

The battalion arrived at Colchester about 7.30 p.m. and was 
quartered in Meeanee Barracks. Maj. Gen. Sir W. Gatacre, com- 
manding Eastern District, inspected the battalion at 8 am. on March 
18, and in his presence the battalion was asked to volunteer for 
active service in South Africa. The response was a capital one. The 
whole battalion with the exception of fifteen men offering to serve in 
that country. Notification was received the next day that the 
service of the Northamptons was accepted. The whole battalion was 
put through musketry and the work of getting the men clothed in 
the new service dress was quickly accomplished. “The London Gaz- 
ette” of April 4, 1902, contains the following announcement. “ His 
Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to accept the volun- 
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tary offer made by the undermentioned Militia Battalion to serve at 
a station out of the United Kingdom, viz. the 3rd Battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment.” 

Orders were received for the battalion to embark, twenty-two 
officers and six hundred men on the “ Harlech Castle” on April 8, 
the remainder of the battalion to follow in the “ Manilla” on April 
9g, both embarkations to take place from the Royal Albert Docks, 
London. 

The G.O.C. made his final inspection on April 4, the battalion 
being in marching order in the new service dress. 

The state of the battalion on embarkation was as follows: 
Twenty-five officers, forty-seven sergeants, sixteen drummers, rank 
and file, five hundred and ninety-seven. Total, six hundred and 
eighty-five. 

Non-volunteers, one officer, fifteen rank and file. Total, sixteen. 

On leave, two officers, two rank and file. Total, four. 

Medically unfit, sixty-two rank and file. 

Under eighteen years of age, ten rank and file. 

The officers embarking with the regiment were : 


Col. J. Hill. Sec. Lieut. B. H. Harrison. 
Maj. the Earl of Westmorland. ‘ G. C. Capell. 
» H. Wickham. ‘. H. De Wolf. 
Capt. H. de Crespigny. ‘3 Nash Wortham. 
» oir A. de Capell Brooke. ‘i H. Trefusis. 
» C. P. Harvey. . H. S. Benyon. 
» L. H. Martineau. Capt. and Adjutant E. O. Smith. 
» H. Grant Thorold. Capt. and Q.M. J. Perrin. 
» Hz. Panton. Capt. F. M. Maugin, R.A.M.C. 
Lieut. W. E. G. A. Weigall. The Non-Volunteers were 
»  G. F. Hodgson. Capt. and Hon. Major H. M. 
»  P.B. Allott. Stockdale. 
» Sir F. W. L. Robinson. Capt. Lord Lilford, who first 
Sec. Lieut. G. W. Hunt. volunteered and then claimed 
3 M. C. Smith. exemption on the ground of 
7 R. C. Fowler. Parliamentary duties, 


and Lieut. A. R. C. Cartwright. Capt. Praed, on the most (private) 
(urgent) affairs was granted leave without pay from the embodi- 
ment. Captain Jackson and 2nd Lieut. O’Brien were medically 
unfit. 

In accordance with orders the Northamptons embarked in “ The 
Harlech Castle,” which left the Albert Docks at noon on Tuesday, 
April 8. Col. Powlett and several old officers went down to the 
docks to see the battalion off. 

The following letter written by Sergt. W. Corby to Sergt. R. 
Mackinley gives so interesting an account of the life and doings 
of the battalion during the first month of embodiment that it is 
here reproduced. This letter is dated May 11 from Victoria West, 
Cape Colony. 

‘‘We reached Dover at dusk, about 7 p.m. and dropped our pilot, and 
mever saw any more Jand till we reached Cape Ushant, which we passed the 
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following evening. Reached Las Palmas on Monday I4th April, about 2 p.m., 
took coal on bord, sailed about 9 p.m., very calm in the bay, but just before 
we reached Las Palmas didn’t she roll! Very monotonous voyage till we 
reached Cape Town, nothing else but sea all round, and passing a mail steamer 
now and then. We reached Cape Town about 8 o'clock on the morning of Ist 
May, as we were getting into the harbour I could see Table mountain from my 
hammock through the port hole, and although it was dark you could see it 
quite plainly. 1 wished we could have stopped in Cape Town for about a week 
but we were ‘for it.’ Disembarked about three o’clock same day ; entrained 
about four o’clock. You should have seen us going along Dock Road, three 
parts of the Battalion in waggons, and a few proper carriages in between; it 
reminded me of Pickwick pictures. We started on our journey proper about 
6 p.m., journeyed all night, reached Worcester next morning at five, went on 
to De Doorns, halted, had a brush up, went on to Triangle, and had breakfast. 
A chap they call Dusty Edwards is second station master there, so a lot knew 
him. Stopped at Magetsfontein about 4 for dinner; stopped about 8 p.m. at 
Grost Fontein went right on to Victoria Road, which we reached the next day, 
Saturday, about 1 p.m. Detrained and had breakfast—no special times for 
meals en route—we bivouacked for the night. Marched next day to Victoria 
Road, and bivouacked for the night. ‘A’ Coy’s waggon broke down on the 
road. We pitched Camp next day close to the Staffords, and took over their 
camp when they Ieft on Saturday, so we are here to ourselves. ‘A’ Company 
and Head Quarters are in Block Houses defending the Town, which has a popu- 
lation of about 600, not many English mostly Dutch. Not a very loval towi: 
that is the reason this is Head Quarters, Plenty of firing the other night, 
sheue le we were going to have a skirmish, but it did not turn out very 
satisfactory. 

The Cape Boys are in some of the Block Houses, and there are two Basutos 
patrol between the Block Houses at night, so sometimes they fire at anything. 
All the posts are connected by telephone. I have taken over the Canteen here, 
also the supplies along the Block House line up to Canarvon, about 80 miles. 
There are one English Block House and one nigger in between. The Cold- 
stream Guards occupy some of them. I have to vo into Victoria Road about 
twice a week, for beer and supplies, and then send thy Corporal with a waggon 
to supply the Block Houses all along the line, so you see I have a nice httle 
job. hace got my spurs &c. I only want a horse, but the difficulty is to 
obtain food for them, though there are plenty knocking about on the veldt, tons 
of horses, mules and donkeys. The oxen are dying out, you don’t see so many 
now on the convoys, mostly donkeys and mules, about 8 mules or 12 donkeys to 
a team. The band are kept here for duty, so you see there are not many at 
Head Quarters. The Col., Adjt., Capt. Lord Westmorland; Sergts., Allen, 
Ashton, Everett, Grimason, Campling, Eustace and myself; A Company; The 
Band; and a few grooms &c. 

The weather here is something like India, but now the winter is beginning 
to set in; it is very cold at nights and just the reverse about 10 in the morning. 
One is not allowed out without one’s rifle and bandolier; as this town is di- 
loyal. One house that the Officers are using, I believe, belongs to a rebel, Now 
it is the rebels who are prolonging the War. They seem to think here that if 
the Boers give in, the rebels will not. The system of Block houses which 
Kitchener has adopted will soon close them in, so that there must be a big haul 
shortly, if the war dves not cease.”’ 


Going back to the War Diary, the adjutant records that the 
Northamptons relieved the 4th North Staffords, and occupied the 
Block House Line from Victoria Road to Carnarvon, a distance of 
about eighty-two miles. The headquarters of the battalion were at 
Victoria West. Each company being given a section extending 
from ten to fifteen miles, with numerous block houses in the Karoo. 
Desert to look after. The garrison of each block house is seven: 
men, and each company has a proportion of natives attached, who. 
occupy alternate block houses. 

The detachment from the steamship “ Manilla” arrived at Vic-- 
toria Road on May 7 and remained there. 


THoirp NorRTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT ON TREK DOWN TO CARNARVON. 
1902. 


Came AT STELLENBOSCH. 
1002. 
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All ranks soon settled down to daily routine, a certain portion 
of each day being devoted to digging trenches or building walls 
to strengthen the wire fences between the block houses. Musketry 
practice was carried out from the block houses. 

Two or three parties of the enemy were reported to have made 
attacks, and there was considerable firing at night. Attempts to 
cross the line were made, but the battalion had no opportunity of 
engaging the enemy, though there were some Commandos in the 
neighbourhood, and it was hoped that there would have been a 
“drive” on to our block house line. 

The following letter was issued by Mrs. Hill to past officers 
and others interested in the regiment, and mct with a good response : 


“Wollaston Hall, 
“Wellingborough, 
“May 22nd 1902. 
“ Dear Sir, 
‘Tho Northamptonshire Militia sailed for South Africa on April 8th, 650 


strong, and I have been aeked by many of the old Officers of the Regiment to 
try and collect enough to enable me to send to each man— 


One Pipe 

Half-pound of Tobacco 
One Pair of Socks 

One Cholera Belt 

Two Handkerchiefs. 


‘‘T shall Le very grateful if you care tu send me a subscription, or any of 
the articles required. 
‘‘ Yours truly, 


‘““K. Hill.” 


On May 31, 1902, peace was signed with the Boer leaders, 
which was honourable to the vanquished, and very generous on the 
part of the British. 

Immediately after this the work of disarmament commenced, 
and this was accomplished without any serious trouble. 

The Northamptons were withdrawn from the block house line, 
and all companies assembled at headquarters. Afterwards half 
battalions were formed. B.E.F. and H. Companics, under Mayor 
H. Wickham, at Pcmpoen Goort, the remainder at Victoria West. 

Then the whole battalion was concentrated at the latter sta- 
tion; and waited for ordcrs to return to England, which were 
eagerly expected. 

Instructions were issued for the battalion to move to Stellen- 
bosch on August 13; and, cn account of the floods which had de- 
stroyed many of the railway bridges, the journey took five days, 
instead of one, as in ordinary cases. Whilst at Stellenbosch, the 
men were employed in unloading trucks and storing forage for the 
large remcunt camp which had been established there. 

At last orders were received for the return home, and on Sep- 
tember 3, 1902, the regiment embarked on the Royal mail-ship 
“Scot” for England. After a splendid passage Southampton was 
reached at half-past seven in the morning of September 20. Two 
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special trains were in readiness, and the Northamptons entrained 
at once, and arrived at Northampton soon after three o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

The officers were Col. J. Hill in command, Majors The Earl of 
Westmorland, and H. Wickham, Capts. E. O. Smith, Sir A. de 
Capell Brooke, C. P. Harvey, L. H. Martineau, H. Grant Thorold, 
A. G. Weigall and G. F. Hodgson, Lieuts. P. B. Allott, W. A. De 
Gale and A. W. Hunt, and Sec. Lieuts. B. H. Harrison, C. R. D. 
Nash-Wortham, A. W. Trefusis, H. S. Benyon, H. de Wolff, M. C. 
Smith and R. C. Fowler. 

Maj.-Gen. Sir William Gatacre, Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville, 
and a number of old Militia officers, Councillor F. Tonsley, the 
Deputy Mayor, and members of the Corporation officials, Lady de 
Capell Brooke and other ladies were present at the Castle Station 
to welcome the regiment. 

The men formed up in the station yard and marched to the 
Militia Stores by way of Gold Street, the Drapery, Sheep Street, 
Regent Square, The Mounts, and Great Russell Street; receiving a 
most cordial reception from the vast crowds which lined the streets. 

They were headed by the band of the 2nd Battalion, under 
Band Serg. Piper, and the band of the 3rd Batt., under Bandmaster 
W. Ashton. The march, “ The Soldiers’ Welcome,” was first played 
by the band of the 2nd Battalion, and afterwards “Stars and 
Stripes for Ever” by the band of the 3rd Battalion. 

The men were formed up in companics on the parade ground 
and addressed by the Deputy Mayor, who said: It had fallen to 
his lot, in the absence of His Worship the Mayor (Councillor F. G. 
Adnitt) to offer them, on behalf of the inhabitants of Northampton, 
a very hearty and cordial welcome home. He delighted to recog- 
nise the true British spirit displayed by them in volunteering for 
active service. Although, happily, they were not called upon to 
take that active part in South Africa which some of their comrades 
had done, he was delighted to recognise the spirit they displayed 
in volunteering their services. He hoped the men would speedily 
find employment, and he strongly appealed to those who were in 
the position to do so, as far as possible, to find work for those who 
had been so active in their country’s cause. 

Colonel Hill replied that: He thanked the Deputy Mayor, the 
Corporation and the inhabitants of the borough for the hearty wel- 
come given to them on their return from South Africa. They were 
grateful to everybody for the kind manner in which they had been 
received, and heartily pleased at their welcome. 

Gen. Gatacre said: Before proceeding to distribute the medals 
to the men of the regiment he would like to say a few words to 
them. In common with the Deputy Mayor and inhabitants he and 
those associated with him were very pleased to see them back, and 
was glad to hear such a good account of them. He heard from 
Colonel Hill that the men did cheerfully and well all they were 
asked to do, and that thcir behaviour was above reproach. That 
was very satisfactory and what might be expected from such a regi- 
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ment. Now that they had come home to civil life most of them 
would shortly have a good deal of money in their pockets. His 
advice to them was to take care of that money, as they had the 
winter in front of them. The General was glad the Deputy Mayor 
had made an appeal to the townsmen and others to find employ- 
ment for them, if possible. The gallant General said his next pleas- 
ing duty was to present the ofhcers and men with the medals, which 
had been provided for them. He then distributed the South Afri- 
can medals (Queen’s Medal and Clasps, 1902, and Cape Colony), 
to all ranks. 

Arms and equipment were then handed in, and before six 
o'clock all the men had left for their homes and were once more 
civilians. 

During the six months’ embodiment the conduct of the men was 
all that could be desired, and there was only one court martial 
during the whole period—an excellent record. 

The casualties in South Africa were, one man died, two men 
accidentally wounded. 

It was decided by the Commander-in-Chief that the Militia 
Regiments who returned from South Africa after July, 1902, would 
not be asked to train in 1903, though all recruits would be called up 
for training and musketry. 


— 1903 — 


Capt. G. A. Bramwell succeeded Capt. E. O. Smith as adjutant 
April 1. 

There was a voluntary training this year. The recruits came up 
and entrained for Colchester April 27, where they were encamped 
at Middlewick, being attached to the sth Battalion King’s Royal 
Rifles (Huntingdon Militia). 

The weather was bad, and the shooting only fair. General 
Gatacre visited the camp several times. After the musketry course 
the men doing the voluntary training and recruits remained, and 
the rest returned to Northampton May Io. 

There was no inspection. 


—1904 — 


The recruits assembled at Northampton May 2, and entrained 
for Felixstowe the same day, for the musketry course. The weather 
was stormy, and the men did not do as well as they might have done, 
they returned to headquarters on May 14. 

The battalion assembled two days later, the men being billeted 
in Northampton. 

A pleasing incident occurred on Friday, May 13, when the bars 
(South Africa, 1902, and Cape Colony, 1902) were presented to the 
officers and men of the regiment by the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county. 
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The regiment paraded in the field behind the Militia Stores, 
some of the men were in red and some in khaki, Col. J. Hill being 
in command. 

Lord Spencer, who was in mufti, inspected the companies, and 
distributed the bars. 

His Lordship then addressed the regiment, in the following 
words: 


‘Colonel Hill, Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Men of the North- 
amptonshire Militia; I have had very great pleasure to-day as His Majesty’s 
Lieutenant of this County, to come here and present the clasps which you have 
earned by your services in South Africa. I need not say that I have always 
held in high esteem the Militia of this County. I remember its services for many 
years, and its services abroad at Gibraltar under Lord Exeter, and have 
watched with great interest its services in South Africa. I am all the more 
pleased to come here this day, because I was unfortunately unable to give you 
God speed when you went to South Africa, or to welcome vou when you came 
home. I see here a fine, strong battalion, a credit to the County, which I know 
is proud of its officers and men of the Militia, You in this County can boast of 
a large number of military auxiliary. forces. First there is the old Militia 
whom I hold in high honour. I have not had the pleasure of serving in the 
Militia, but have served in the volunteers, a large force, and you have another 
large force, in the Imperial Yeomanry. As Lord Lieutenant, I have followed 
your work in South Africa, and I am proud to find that the conduct of your 
Battalion has been admirable. You did not go out when the war was at its 
worst, but you went before peace was proclaimed, and your services were 
greatly valued. The fact of having bcen there will be a pride to the Officers 
and Men of the Militia, and the clasps you have obtained will be undoubtedly 
prized among the most valuable things you possess. I heartily thank Colonel 
Hill for giving me this opportunity of presenting the clasps.’’ 


Lord Spencer then presented Quartermaster Sergt. W. G. Grim- 
son with a long service medal for ten and a half years in the Royal 
Lancashire Militia, and ten and a half years in the Northampton- 
shire Militia. 

After a brief response from Colonel Hill on behalf of the 
recipients of the clasps, the companies formed into quarter column, 
and saluted the Lord Lieutenant as he rode off the field. 

On May 28, the Battalion went to Felixtowe in two special 
trains, for musketry; and returned June 5. The shooting was not 
good, cwing to the stormy weather. 

On June 7 and 8 the inspection by Col. H. C. Denny, C.B., 
commanding the 48th Reg. District took place. 

The training came to an end June 11. 

The Assizes held June 20, were known as the “ Militia Assizes," 
from the large number of Militia officers present and past who were 
there. 

The Sheriff was Capt. C. P. Harvey, and the following were on 
the grand jury. Col. J. Hill, Lieut. Cols. J. Rawlins and E. P. 
Monckton, and Capts. Sir Herewald Wake, Sir A. R. de Capel 
Brooke, Bart., H. Grant Thorold, B. C. L. M. Praed, A. H. Sartoris, 
H. E. Courage and J. H. Smith. The Under-sheriff was Lieut. Col. 
H. W. K. Markham and the Deputy and acting Clerk of the Peace 
Capt. C. A. Markham. 
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— 1905 — 


The battalion trained this year near Little Brington, a village 
about seven miles from Northampton, and marched out to their 
camp on July 3 under Col. J. Hill, C.B. 

On July 19, Earl Spencer inspected the regiment, and presented 
the long-service medals. The same day he handed to the officers a 
drum, which had been given to the old Militia by his great grand- 
father, and which bears the legend : — 


‘‘ Northampton Militia, Giv en by Lord Visct Althorp to The Northampton- 
shire Militia Septr lst 1779.” 


Gen. Ramsay inspected the regiment on July 25, the sports were 
held two days later, and on the 29th the return to Northampton was 
accomplished. 

The same afternoon the tablet in the vestibule of the Town 
Hall, which commemorates the war services of the regiment in South 
Africa was unveiled ; the Mayor making a speech, to which Col. Hill 
replied. 


— 1906 — 


Capt. C. R. J. Mowatt assumed the duties of adjutant on June 
21, in place of Capt. G. A. Bramwell. 

The training again took place near Little Brington, commencing 
July 2. The inspection by Brig. Gen. pairs took place July 26, 
and the camp was struck next day. 


1907-3 


Capt. R. C. Coldwell was appointed Instructor of Musketry on 
April 22. 

Arrangements were made for the battalion to train again at 
Little Brington, and approved by Eastern Command. At the last 
minute, however, it was considered that the rifle range was unsafe 
for use with the present rifle, and orders were received for the 
training to take place at Landguard. 

The battalion accordingly assembled July 1, and entrained for 
Felixstowe the same day. In July 18, Brig.-Gen. J. Campbell, Com- 
manding grouped Regimental District, Eastern Command, inspected 
the regiment, which returned to Northampton three days later. 

Lieut. Col. and Hon. Col. J. Hill, C.B., resigned July 31, and 
the same day Major and Hon. Lieut. Col. the Earl of Westmorland 
was appointed Lieut. Col. and to command the regiment. 

By “The Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 1907,” it was pro- 
vided that His Majesty might by Order in Council, transfer to the 
Army Reserve, such battalions of the Militia as might be specified in 
the order; and that every battalion so transferred should, from the 
date of such order be decmed to have been lawfully formed as a 
battalion of Special Reservists. 
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In conformity with this act an Order in Council was made con- 
stituting “The Northampton and Rutland Militia” the “Third” or 
“Special Reserve Battalion” of the Northamptonshire Regiment. 


— 1908 — 


In consequence of the act passed in 1907, the regiment trained 
this year for the last time under the title of “ The Northampton and 
Rutland Militia.” 

The regiment was embodied June 30 and entrained the same 
day for Felixstowe, where the usual Landguard Camp was occupied. 
The recruits went a fortnight earlier. The Commandant was Lieut.- 
Col. the Earl of Westmorland and the Adjutant was Capt. Mowatt. 
The training ended July 25, when the Militia returned to head- 
quarters and was disbanded. 

Curiously enough there is no entry in the official records of the 
Militia of this change of name, nor of the training in 1908. 


— 1909 — 


The battalion assembled July 12, and entrained the same day 
for Landguard, under the command of Lieut. Col. the Earl of West- 
morland; the Adjutant being Capt. L. G. W. Dobbin. The inspec- 
tion by Col. T. C. Carey, Commanding No. g District, took place 
July 28. Three days later the regiment returned to headquarters and 
was disbanded. 
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The recruits’ musketry party proceeded to Landguard on June 
10, under the command of Capt. and Adjt. L. G. W. Dobbin. They 
were joined by the remainder of the battalion under Lieut. Col. the 
Earl of Westmorland. 

Col. H. E. Watts, Commanding No. 9g District, inspected the 
regiment on July 20, which returned to Northampton July 23. 

Lord Westmorland was appointed A.D.C. and Colonel, October 
22, 1910. 


S19 = 


The recruits went to Landguard June 9, under command of the 
Adjutant. 

The battalion assembled at Northampton July 3, and entrained 
the same day for Landguard Camp, Lord Westmorland being in 
command. 

The battalion was again inspected by Col. H. E. Watts July 
26, and returned to Northampton three days later. 

The musketry this year was very good, the battalion average 
being ten points over that of 1910. 

Lieut. H. W. Walker was appointed Quartermaster, December 2. 
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= 912 


Capt. J. A. Royston Piggott was appointed Adjutant in 
succession to Capt. L. G. W. Dobbin, April 22. 

The recruits went to Landguard, June 1, for musketry, under 
the Adjutant. 

The battalion assembled later and also trained at Landguard. . 

The inspection was on July 24, by Col. H. E. Watts. 
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The battalion entrained for Shorncliffe on June 30, Lord West- 
morland being in command, and returned to Northampton, July 25. 


— 1914 — 


The 3rd Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment 
assembled at the barracks and departed by two special trains for 
Felixstowe on July 6. 

The annual sports were held July 23, but owing to the rain 
they were not completed, indeed the officers’ races were abandoned. 

Lord Westmorland relinquished his command the last day of 
July, and on his departure from the camp, the whole battalion 
turned out and lined the roads, and to the hearty cheers of the men 
the Colonel bade farewell to the regiment he had so well com- 
manded. Lt. Col. G. H. Ch. de Crespigny assumed command, and 
the battalion returned to Northampton, and was disembodied; 
though, as it subsequently appeared, only for a very short time. 


— 19141918 — 
THE GREAT WAR. 


The month of August will ever be memorable as a turning 
point in the history of Europe, being the commencement of what 
will long be known as “The Great War.” 

On August 1 the German Government ordered the mobilisation 
of the whole of the German army, and declared war against Russia; 
on the same day France mobilised her army. The following day 
the Germans invaded Luxemburg. The British Government being 
anxious that peace should be preserved, declined to give any assur- 
ance of support either to France or Russia, and followed the pre- 
cedent of 1870 by asking the French and German Governments 
whether they would respect the neutrality of Belgium. Although 
all the three nations had undertaken to do so, Germany declined to 
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give any assurance to that effect, though France at once gave the 
required guarantee, and Germany decided to violate the territory of 
Belgium, and invaded that country on August 3, 1n violation of her 
former treaty. 

England at once intervened and decided to stand by Belgium 
and France. Therefore at midnight on Tuesday, August 4, “A 
night to be much observed unto the Lord,” Great Britain declared 
war against Germany. 

Every officer and man in any way connected with our armed 
forces, at once fell into his allotted place. 

From this time a veil was drawn over the movements of our 
navy and army. It is true that in the local press there is an account 
of the embodiment of the Territorials and of the Yeomanry, but 
hardly a word can be found about the line regiments or the special 
reserve. No one knew how or when our first Expeditionary Army 
crossed to France; and no information could be obtained as to the 
movements of troop trains. 

The only way in which the record of the service of the 3rd Bat- 
talion of the Northamptonshire Regiment could be written, was 
to go carefully through the War Diary of the regiment, as 
made up day by day by the adjutant. It has been the privilege of 
the author to have had this valuable document placed in his hands, 
and from this he has been able to write a more or less connected 
account of the part played by the old Northamptonshire and Rut- 
land Militia during the greatest war of all history. 

The Order from the War Office to mobilise appears to have an- 
ticipated the actual declaration of war by a few hours, for this 
Order was received at the Territorial headquarters during the after- 
noon of the same day, and was repeated to the Depot, Northamp- 
ton, at eight o’clock. About thirty men presented themselves before 
midnight, and were quartered and rationed in the barracks. 

The staff at the Depdt worked all night to carry out instructions 
as set down in Mobilisation Order; and all the calling up notices 
to Special Reservists, to join for permanent service, were at once 
posted. 

Early in the morning of August 5, Reservists began to come in 
at the rate of about fifty an hour. The medical inspection was 
carried out by Lieut.-Col. Thompson and two civilian doctors. The 
orderly room staff could not keep up with the medical staff, delays 
being caused by many of the men giving wrong regimental num- 
bers, and by other difficulties. The quartermaster’s department 
kept pace very well. 

During the afternoon Capt. G. Ward Hunt and a conducting 
party arrived from the Ist Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment, 
stationed at Blackdown, a village about twelve miles from 
Aldershot. 

By eleven o'clock at night 832 Reservists had answered their 
names; and these men were all accommodated in barracks—many 
of them slept without blankets or suppers, but a very good spirit 
was evident—fortunately the night was fine. 
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The draft of Reservists, 262 strong, paraded at 2 am. next 
morning, and were marched to the station, where they entrained for 
Blackdown. 

The men came into the barracks slowly all day, but after five 
o'clock there was a rush, and everyone was kept busy until 9 p.m 

The same afternocn an advance party, under Lt. and Qr. Mast. 
Walker, was dispatched to Weymouth, to make all necessary ar- 
rangements at that town for the Spécial Reserve. 

At three o’clock in the morning of August 7 302 Army Reserv- 
ists were marched to the station and entrained to join the Ist 
Battalion. 

All the Special Reservists in the barracks were paraded and 
told off to different companies of the 3rd Battalion. The right half 
battalion was quartered in the barracks, and the left half in St. 
George’s School adjoining, much difficulty was experienced in 
feeding the men. 

A few Special Reservists reported themselves during the day. 
Next morning Lt.-Col. Thompson and Dr. Cairns arrived at the 
barracks at 8 am. to begin the medical inspection of these men, who 
arrived very slowly, only 100 having reported by one o'clock. Dur- 
ing the afternoon and evening things moved more briskly, and 
equipment was issued without a hitch. 

All arrangements were made for the regiment to leave North- 
ampton during the night. 

One cannot but contrast the departure of the battalion from the 
county town this year, silently and at midnight, with the previous 
occasions, cheered and at mid-day, when this regiment has been 
embodied for active service. 

The first time the Militia was embcdied for active service was 
on April 10, 1778; when the two divisions marched out of North- 
ampton for Warley Common on June 11 and 12; and when it is 
recorded that, 

“The whole Corps left the Town with repeated Huzzars.”* 

On this occasion the regiment served continuously until April, 
1802, when it was disbanded. 

The second time the Militia was embodied was March 24, 1803; 
and marched out of the town on May 16, 1803, for Dover; and con- 
tinued on active service until July, 1814.T 

For the third time the Militia was called up for active service 
early in August, 1854; and, for the first time, departed by train for 
Dublin August 24 and 25, 1854. 

“They were accompanied to the station by crowds of spectators 
increasing in numbers at every step.’ 

The regiment returned to Northampton in June, and was dis- 
embodied July 18, 1856. 


* Pace 17. 
+ Page 72. 
t Page 91. 
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The next year, for the fourth time, the Militia was embodied 
October 27, 1857, and left for Plymouth early in December the same 
year.* On this occasion they did not serve long, as they returned 
to Northampton April 30, 1858, and. were dismissed a few days 
later. 

On January 4, 1900, for the fifth time, the Militia was em- 
bodied and left for Aldershot, great crowds accompanying them to 
the station. t 

They served until December 5, 1900, when they returned to 
Northampton and were disembodied. 

Little more than one year elapsed ere the regiment was ordered, 
for the sixth time, to assemble for active Service, and left North- 
ampton March 17, 1902, for Colchester.f Theq returned September 
20, 1902. 

For the seventh and last time the Militia was embodied and 
left Northampton, as far as could be possibly arranged in silence, 
and in the middle of the night, comparatively few persons being 
aware of the movement. 

The following were the officers who marched out of the Depot: 

Lt.-Col. G. H. Champion de Crespigny, Majs. G. Trent and 
R. W. Rawlins, Capts. H. Grant Thorold, H. H. S. O’Brien, R. C. 
Coldwell, B. W. Piggott, E. A. B. Alston, W. R. Russell, Sir F. V. L. 
Robinson, Bart. F. Goddard Jackson; and the following: Capts. 
M. O. N. Rees Webbe, H. Knatchbull-Hugessen, and Darwell, all 
reserve of officers; Lieuts. E. C. Elston and E. C. Mylne, and Sec. 
Lieut. W. W. Benyon; Adj. and Capt. G. A. Royston Piggott. 

On the Saturday evening (August 8) the first party were given 
teas at 10.15 p.m., paraded at 10.30 in the barrack rooms, and moved 
off square at 11.30. They entrained at the Castle Station at 12.30 
a.m. on the Sunday morning, and arrived at Weymouth at ten min- 
utes past six o'clock, where they were greeted by drizzling rain. The 
brigade major and the signalling officer (Capt. Allott) met the party 
and conducted them to a large cinema hall, where the men took off 
their equipment, and had tea, eating the rations they brought with 
them. The second party came by a later train. 

In the afternoon the whole battalion marched out and formed 
up on a field north of Cromwell Road, where Standing Orders were 
read, and it was impressed on the men that a state of war existed. 

A party of twenty-three Reservists were brought down “un- 
clothed,” as all spare stores were packed. 

Brigade headquarters, most of the officers, A and B Companies 
and details were quartered in the Secondary Schools; and C, D, E, 
F, G and H Companies in Cromwell Road Schools. 

An Engineers’ fatigue of 300 men was ordered each day for 
work at the trenches, which were well and carefully constructed, 
with good solid head cover. 


a ee, A -e 


+ Page 133. 
I Page 13%. 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 149 


A day or two later a party of forty-four men, under 2nd Lieut. 
Cowley, arrived unexpectedly about one o'clock in the morning, no 
clothing—no rations—no blankets. They were put into one of the 
big class rooms, and the quartermaster and sergeant-major came 
down in their pyjamas, and cut up bread and opened bully beef for 
the men. 

Brigade Orders were issued directing observation of the trenches 
and works, by sentries both day and might. 

Drafts were continually arriving from Northampton, consisting 
of thirty or forty men each, generally at an unseasonable hour of 
the early morning and without warning. 

Information was received on August 13 that the ist Battalion 
of the Northamptonshire Regiment had sailed the day before, and 
it was thought that their destination was Havre. 

Next day Orders were received to prepare a reinforcement draft 
of 200 men. 

On August 18 Brig.-Gen. Currie, D.A.A.G. visited the lines, 
and called at headquarters. The following day Brig.-Gen. Pink 
went round the trenches with the commanding officer; and it was 
decided to construct additional trenches in more advanced positions. 

A draft arrived from Northampton, under command of Lieut. 
Beattie; they slept on the floor in the Secondary School—no blan- 
kets were available for them—and they had only been issued with 
the clothes they were wearing. 

About this time there were several interesting and theatrical 
notifications of spies. One was that a lady, a foreign countess, with 
thrce aliases, is masquerading in a big car as an agent for the Navy 
League! Another that a bogus scoutmastcr, who sells drugs to 
sentries, and, fully armed, scours the country on a motor bicycle. 

There was a concentration of private and commercial motors 
on the sea front, about 150 in number being present, which it was 
thought might have taken 600 men. 

The battalion increased in strength daily, and all companies in 
the right half stand at over 160 men each. 

On August 23 there was a practice alarm at ten o'clock in the 
evening by sounding the fall in and the regimental call, and all 
companies were in position in twenty minutes. 

On August 27 a notification was received that the battalion had 
been selected for duty, on lines of communication, and it was quite 
hoped that the Northamptons would have a chance of serving abroad 
as a unit. The same evening a telegram was received from the 
War Office at 11.15 for the dispatch of the first reinforcement, under 
Lieut. Milne; and the draft accordingly departed at two o’clock in 
the morning for Southampton. 

Two days later the Brig.-Gen. inspected a draft of 200 men, 
under Capt. Watts Russell. 

On the last day of August the General Officer commanding 
visited the camp, and, much to the joy of everyone, stated that there 
was a confirmation of the Orders for the regiment to serve on the 
lines of communication in France. 
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The adjutant accordingly at once started getting together staff 
for the new depot for details, and for those to be left behind. The 
detachment from Small Mouth was also called in. 

On September 1 Orders were received from Depot Northamp- 
ton that the regiment should form a seventh battalion of i,000. 

The adjutant made the following appreciative entry in the 
War Diary: 


‘The Salvation Army people really have played the game and been most 
useful in providing unexpected meals and sleeping accommodation in their 
tent.’ 


So the days passed by, the regiments constantly finding drafts 
for the Ist, 2nd, 5th, 6th and 7th Battalions of the Northamptonshire 
Regiment, and also sending men to the depot as drill instzuctors. 

Arrangements were made for the Royal Scots and Northamp- 
tons to share Bincombe rifle range, and Capt. Watts Russell took 
100 Reservists to the range, where they fired twenty-five rounds. 

On October 5, Orders were received to supply a guard of three 
officers and 150 men to escort German prisoners from Dorchester 
to the Isle of Man, via Fleetwood. The escort returned five days 
later, early in the morning. 

On October 21 Capt. Ward Hunt, who had been wounded in 
France, reported. He was able to give some very interesting in- 
formation on outposts, sentry groups, and formation for attack. 

Early in November a colour party arrived with the colours of 
the 2nd Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment from Egypt, cn their 
way to the front. 

On November 8 it was reported that a German submarine had 
been seen about the boom in the harbour, and had been sunk by 
gunfire at two o'clock in the morning. 

Orders were then received to hold in readiness a draft of 400 
for the 1st Battalion. Preparations were at once made to complete 
this draft. 

On November 10, both “Timolcon” and “ Packsaddle” tele- 
graphed instructions at eleven in the evening for the battalion to 
leave at four o'clock next morning. The commanding officer and 
everybody downwards was at once aroused. Soon after midnight, 
however, information was received that the railway company had 
orders to cancel the special train. The men behaved very well in 
all this turmoil, and, barring small kit, the battalion could have 
moved, 1f required, in accordance with the order. 

During the day “Packsaddle” again telegraphed “Leave at 

p.m.” The General Officer commanding ordered that a reply 
should be sent, that there were no conducting officers for the draft, 
and that they should stand by. “Timoleon” replied that conduct- 
ing officers should be found by the battalion. Eventually, how- 
ever, four conducting officers arrived in time to go with the draft 
of 400 men. 

Since embodiment no less than 1,350 “other ranks” had been 
passed through the battalion to the expeditionary force. 
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On Tuesday, November 17, definite orders were received about 
9.30 am. from brigade headquarters, for the three battalions, 3rd 
Northamptonshire Regiment, Royal Scots and King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers, to leave Weymouth at 4 pm. To make matters more 
complicated, a party of 240, under Capt. Vernon, were at Wool, 
fourteen miles away, half through their recruit musketry, and they 
were at once ordered in, and joined the battalion a few days later. 
Reserve rations for two days were served out to the men, who also 
took a blanket each. Headquarters and 419 other ranks, with S.A.A. 
and improvised transport, accordingly entrained in due course for 
an unknown destination, though they understood that it was 
Banbury. 

Next morning, however, about 8.40, the battalion arrived at 
Pallion Station, Sunderland, and marched to Simpson Street Schools. 
The adjutant records that “the whole shift was a most hurried and 
unprepared affair. Beyond clearing the schools of the children, no 
sort of arrangements were made in advance. The transport was 
left parked in the road outside and the horses tied to the railings 
in the school yard. It was bitterly cold for them on the way up, 
as they came in open trucks.” 

The following day a consultation with Gen. Pink was held, and 
as a result a general move round of units and billets took place. 

The battalion had a certain amount of defensive work to pre- 
pare, but nothing beyond sandbag walls in the docks, and near the 
lifeboat station one mile south of the same. Duties consisted mainly 
of guards, route marches, handling of arms, lectures, classes of in- 
structions in bayonet fighting, signalling, machine gun and musketry 
training. Company work was limited and cramped owing to lack 
of good ground, and bad weather; and both officers and men were 
practically confined to barracks all the time. 

The role of the battalion was twofold. First, in case of at- 
tempted landing in their own area, to hold on and drive back all 
parties. And secondly, in case of a landing in strength, further 
south, to evacuate the south side of the river and the docks and to 
fall back on a prepared position at “ Red House,” and form a third 
line of defence to the rest of the brigade north of the river. 

On November 30, a small scheme was carried out, in which all 
troops occupied their positions as detailed. 

Standing to arms was discontinued early in December. Up to 
this time all men had to be armed and equipped, and inspected by 
their officers at 6 am., and stand to until 7.30, or later, on a dark 
morning. 

On December 15 a confidential memorandum was received from 
brigade headquarters saying that extreme watchfulness was to be 
observed, all sentries and guards doubled, and every one to stand 
to arms at 6.30 a.m. 

Next day the brigade major rang up the adjutant at 3.15 to 
inform him that Yarmouth was being bombarded; and the flashes 
of the guns from the ships bombarding Hartlepool were seen from 
Seaham Post. 
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The tide was unfortunately low, but the two submarines in 
Sunderland Harbour were out early in the morning, though they 
had no opportunity of going into action before the enemy ships ran 
away. People in Sunderland were excited, as many of them had 
friends and relatives both in Hartlepool and Scarborough. At a 
girls’ school in Scarborough one of the first shells fell in the tennis 
court belonging to the school, whilst the girls were at breakfast, and 
they at once “fell in” and did a cross country run of about two 
miles, leaving their breakfasts untouched. 


19 [3 = 


On January 7 Brigade Headquarters, Battalion Headquarters, 
and “A” and “D” Companies left Pallion Station about 5.45 p.m. 
in pouring rain, and arrived at Weymouth about 6.30 next morning. 
“C” and “B” Companies came by the second train about an hour 
and a half later. 

So the time passed, with route marches, bayonet work over 
trenches, musketry, and lectures on various subjects, drafts of re- 
cruits constantly joining, and drafts of partially trained men con- 
stantly being sent to the Expeditionary Forces, and second lieuten- 
ants came and went. 

On February 2, for instance, a draft of 100 men, under a second 
licutenant, left at 8.10 a.m. from the town station. “ Men marched 
down very well and much better than the big drafts of two or three 
months ago.” 

Towards the end of the month Capt. George Ward Hunt took 
out ancther draft of 100 men. “One of the waiting men wept 
because he couldn't go.” 

At the same time Brig.-Gen. Pink brought round an officer from 
the War Office who was on the general staff, to hear any complaints 
or suggestions. He was informed that the battalion required: first, 
a hundred recruits a week, secondly, rifles for them, and thirdly, 
equipment for them. It was also suggested that the recruits might 
be kept at the depot for a few weeks, to learn a little drill. 

On March 5 Brig.-Gen. Vizard, Inspector General of Infantry 
Southern Command, inspected the battalion at training; and, 
amongst other things, saw the men bayoneting sacks. He said that 
we had found our bayonets too long—nine inches quite enough—as 
the men hate putting their foot on a wounded man to pull out their 
bayonet. 

Towards the end of March the medical authorities began to 
get anxious about the spread of cerebro-spinal meningitis. In the 
battalion there were about fifty men who were suspected of bemg 
infected and who were isolated. Two Canadian officers, Lt. Kir- 
connell and Lt. Major, who had been attached to the regiment, were 
suspected and were carefully watched. The disease seems to have 
spread to many districts, and to have appeared simultaneously, both 
at Weymouth and Northampten. A child of Pt. Hayes, who was 
on furlough at Northampton, died from this disease at his house. 
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On April 5 the band played at the sports of the Royal Gar- 
rison Artillery; and next day there was a concert in aid of Sidney 
Hall. 

A letter from the War Office was received stating that all units 
in the 4th Army are turned into 2nd Special Reserve Battalion 
Brigades, and from them the men are to be used to reinforce other 
battalions of the line and of the new army. The function of these 
reserve battalions was therefore changed, and they became training 
centres, pure and simple, for drafts. 

Capt. G. A. Piggott resigned the adjutancy on April 16, and 
two days later Capt. R. C. Coldwell was appointed adjutant of 
the battalion. 

Between August 27, 1914, and April 22, 1915, no less than 2,784 
men have passed through this regiment, and of these 1,447 have 
been drafted to the Ist, and 1,337 to the 2nd Battalion Northamp- 
tonshire Regiment. ‘ 

Before the regiment left Weymouth, the following Brigade 
Order, by the General Officer Commanding Land Defences, dated 
16th May, 1915, was published : 


‘It is with great regret that the Brigadier General learns that three bat- 
talions:—The Royal Scots, K.0.S.Bs., and the Northamptonshire Regiment 
are to be transferred to other commands. The Line Battalions of all these corps 
have done magnificent service and covered themselves with glory both in France 
and Flanders and the Dardanelles and more than upheld their reputations. The 
Reserve Battalions have fed them lavishly with drafts of splendid physical 
material and imbued with the hest soldier like fighting spirit. The resulta 
gained in the comparatively short period of training have been remarkable, 
and are entirely due to the high sense of duty displayed by Officers, Warrant 
and N.C.Q.’s in the monotonous work of shaping raw recruits into effective 
fighting men, and the keenness of the men themselven to learn. The Brigadier 
begs to thank the three Commanding Officers for the loyal support he has always 
received from them, and wishes them and all ranks in the Battalions, God’s 
Speed wherever the call of duty may take them.”’ 


On May 21, the battalion left Weymouth and proceeded to 
Gillingham, in Kent, where the men were accommodated in billets 
until May 29, when they went under canvas at Twydell Camp, 
Gillingham. 

This camp was pleasantly situated about a mile to the east of 
Gillingham Station, with an extensive view towards the north, over 
River Medway. 

On June 3 there was a Zeppelin raid, and a bomb was dropped 
five hundred yards east of the camp. 

After remaining in this camp for nearly six months, the bat- 
talion moved into billets at Strood, on November 1, a pouring wet 
day. 


— 1916 — 


The work of training the recruits was very exacting and mono- 
tonous, and this is reflected in the War Diary. For instance, the 
complete entries for the first month of this year are as follows: 

21 
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“Oth Draft of 300 N.C.O.’6 and men to 10th Queens R.W. Surrey Regt. 
19th Draft of 24 M.G.rs and Sigre to lst Battn. 
2th ,, 20 N.C.O’s and men ,, 
28th Capt. 'H. “D. O’Brien Ex. Force—near East. 
», Draft of 60 N.C.O.’s and men 1/4 Battn. 


The battalion left Strood on March 20, and moved to Twydell 
Camp, on the same site as last year. The move was made a few 
weeks earlier than was expected, owing to several cases of “spotted 
fever” having broken out at Chatham. The weather was extremely 
bad about this time, with snow, heavy rains, and strong winds. 

On May 27 the Commander-in-Chief Eastern Command in- 
spected the regiment at training. 


== 1917 


So the days, weeks and months passed by, both officers and 
men constantly coming and going. For example, Major Wyndowe, 
who had served with the 6th Battalion both in England and over- 
seas, returned and was ordered to join the 3rd Cheshire Regiment, 
on February 12. 

The following Special Order, dated September 1, 1917, was 
published in Battalion Orders: 


‘‘In handing over the Eastern Command to his successor, Lieut. General 
Sir James Wolfe Murray desires to express to all those who have served with 
him during tho past 16 months his heartfelt thanks for their constant and 
Joyal assistance in their common task the successful prosecution of the War to a 
victorious conclusion, 


‘‘In bidding them a regretful farewell he does so in the confident belief 
that they will by that patient continuance in well doing which they have dis- 
played in the past ultimately reach their well won goal.’’ 


This was followed by another Special Order of the same date: 


‘‘ Lieut. General Sir H. H. Wilson, K.C.B., D.S.O., assumes command of 
the Eastern Command this day in succession to Lieutenant-General Sir James 
Wolfe Murray, K.C.B.’ 


An air raid took place on September 3 over Chatham, several 
bombs being dropped at random, two of these fell in the Naval 
Barracks, inflicting heavy casualties amongst the sailors. 

Three days later the victims of the air raid were buried, and a 
party attended the funeral to represent the regiment. 

During the evening of September 24 the air raiders again ap- 
peared, and all the anti-aircraft guns in the area came into action, 
and succeeded in driving the raiders off before they did much dam- 
age. One of the men in the battalion was wounded by a piece of 
falling shell. 

Next evening hostile aircraft again crossed over the camp, and 
all the guns came into action, but nothing happened. 

Three days later the Hun again visited the district, and dropped 
two bombs in Barnsdle Road, the aircraft guns however drove him 
off without further damage. 

During the early hours of the following evening hostile aircraft 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 155 


crossed three different times, no bombs were heard to fall, but our 
aircraft guns opened each time, with a heavy drum fre. 

Next night another air raid took place, but no bombs were 
dropped in the area. 

In October 1 and 2, air raid warnings were received, but nothing 
was seen or heard of the raiders, who took a different route. 

On October 19, 20, 21, 27, 28, 31, and November 1, hostile air- 
craft invaded the Chatham area; and on each occasion a heavy fire 
was opened by the anti-aircraft guns in the district. A particularly 
determined attempt to reach Lcndon was made on the last night of 
October, and many bombs were dropped, doing little material dam- 
age. Owing to danger from falling shrapnel from the air guns, the 
battalion was accommodated during raids in the bomb-proof pas- 
sage and casemates of Fort Darland. 

On October 31, 2nd Lieut. G. B. Cake and Sergt.-Maj. G. Lee 
were invested with the Military Cross by H.M. the King, at Buck- 
ingham Palace; and on November 12, Sergt.-Maj. G. Lee was pre- 
sented with the Distinguished Conduct Medal by the General, on 
parade, for: 


‘‘ Conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He took charge of all the 
ammunition dumps and supervised the distribution and sending up of stores 
throughout the action. These dumps were in the open and under very heavy 
fire all day.”’ 


Capt. E. Campling was appointed assistant adjutant to the 
battalion on November 18. 

Towards the end of the mcnth seven men were sent to the Egyp- 
tian Expeditionary Force. “These men were ‘Czechs’ who had 
joined the British Army, but who had an objection to fighting in 
France owing to the treatment of their prisoners of war when 
captured by Germans.” 


== 1918 = 


Early in this year the 3rd Northamptons, in common with the 
other battalions of the brigade, assisted in the preparation for the 
attacks on Zeebrugge and Ostend, although their work was only 
spade labour. For some months before this famous attack the best 
brains of the British navy had been concentrated for rehearsing on 
a small scale operations for throttling the submarine bases on the 
Belgian coast. It was ultimately decided to build the model of the 
Zeebrugge mole in an old disused clay pit near Borstal and close 
to Fort Darland. Each battalion of the Thames and Medway Re- 
serve Brigade sent a contingent of about one hundred men to demon- 
strate. Thus the rehearsals proceeded, certain naval officers in uni- 
form being present to supervise the plans made for the storming 
parties, who wondered what was the meaning of it all. Great secrecy 
was observed and no one was told that it was the preface to the 
most gallant and wonderfully conceived operation recorded in the 
whole history of the British navy. Needless to say, no word of 
these operations appears in the official War Diary. 
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Air raids by the Germans took place on January 28 and 29. 

Capt. R. C. Coldwell relinquished appointment as adjutant 
March 24, on his appointment as Commandant of the N.C.O.’s 
School of Instructions at Bordon; and Capt. E. Campling took over 
the duties of adjutant. 

The following report was issued in March: 


‘Garrison Commander, CHATHAM. 
‘The following extracts from a report by the Inspector on Units under 
your command are forwarded for your information :— 


3. 8rd Northamptonshire—seen at all forms of training, and as usual with 
this particularly good battalion, everything was most satisfactory. 


‘* A. Hinde, Colonel, 


General Staff E.C.”’ 
‘*50 Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


15th March, 1918.”’ 


In April the companies were organised for training and admin- 
istration as follows: 


“A”? Coy. Headquarters, Band and Drums, Signellers and men attached 
from the 600th (N.S.) Employment Coy. Labour Corps. 

‘“B”’ Coy. All R.E.F. men of Category ‘‘ A.” 

ne ran All men of Category lower than ‘‘ A.” 

6c ’ y. 

“G@”’ Coy. Training Companies. 

(sé H ») Coy. } 


The following notice appeared in Orders at this time: 


‘*The G.O.C. desires to be made known the excellent work done by the 
(‘Smokes for Wounded Soldiers and Sailors Society’) for the period, let 
March, 1916, to 3lst October, 1917, a sum of £67,0U0 was expended.”’ 


On April 27, the battalion moved from Fort Darland, Chatham, 
to Scarpsgate Camp, Minster, Isle of Sheppey. An advance party 
proceeded four days earlier to take over site of new camp, and erect 
the marquees and tents. The move was effected in two parties; the 
first entraining at 8 a.m. and the second at mid-day. 

On Sunday morning, June 23, a practice mobilization took place. 
The order to mobilize was received from brigade headquarters at 
5.15 a.m. The battalion was reported as in position at 6.30 am. 
The Signallers were very late arriving from Brigade Signalling 
School, and were not in position until 7.30 a.m., but immediately on 
their arrival at stations telephonic communication was found to be 
good. The battalion was ordered back to camp at 9.15 a.m. 

Lt.-Col. G. H. Champion de Crespigny retired from command 
of the regiment on August 1, and Major R. J. Bentinck assumed 
command temporarily. 

On August 21 the following Special Order was published: 


‘*On vacating command of the Sheppey Section, I wish to tender very 
hearty thanks to all ranks, for their loyal co-operation and support during the 
period I have been on the Island. 


-— ~~ = 
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‘‘ Owing to the good feeling existing between the Brigade Head Quarters 
and the various ranks, I feel certain that the training general work has pro- 
gressed on satisfactory lines and I wish you all the best of luck and good fortune 
for the future. 


‘*M. Turner, Brig. Gen.’’ 


On October 24 the following letter was received from the staff 
officer for musketry : 


‘¢The G.O.C. has noticed the systematic excellence of the musketry train- 
ing and results of the 3rd Bn Northamptonshire Regt. during the past few 
months and desires that you will convey to the Officer commanding and all con- 
cerned, his appreciation of the excellent work done.’’ 


Lieut.-Col. H. C. Metcalfe, D.S.O., assumed command of the 
battalion November 2. 

Four days later the battalion was inspected by the garrison 
commander, training being carried on as usual. 

On November 11, 1918, the adjutant made the following joyful 
entry in the War Diary: 


‘‘ Armistice signed Commanding Officer read out telegram on Parade about 
lla.m. Troops given remainder of day Holiday. Congratulation.”’ 


Truly the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month ! 
The same day a Special Garrison Order was published : 


‘On the conclusion of the Armistice to-day the General Officer Command- 
ing desires to convey his most grateful thanks to all ranks in the Thames and 
Medway Garrison for all they have done throughout the whole of this War. 
From first to last they have displayed undaunted Devotion to Duty and have 
cheerfully surmounted all difficulties, and have by their fine soldierly spirit, 
discipline, and efficiency in all respecta thoroughly maintained the traditions 
of the British Army.’’ 


Capt. F. R. Berridge, two lieuts. and ten sec. licuts. proceeded 
to the Expeditionary Force in France the same day, but the depar- 
ture of a draft of ninety-four other ranks due to leave was cancelled. 

The following “Order of the Day” by the General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief commanding the forces in Great Britain, was 
republished for information November 14: “ Now that an Armistice 
has been signed by the last of the Enemy Powers, I desire to express 
my deep appreciation of the valuable work done throughout the 
War by all ranks and all services of the Forces in Great Britain. 
The training of Officers and Men for employment in the Field 
Armies, and the measures for defence against attack from the air 
and the sea, which were initiated by Field-Marshal Jord French, 
have, during my tenure of Command been unremittingly and loy- 
ally carried out. Service in the Home Forces has been laborious, 
and without those special compensations attaching to service at the 
Front, and its consistent and efficient performance was an essential 
preliminary condition to success in the field, and all ranks may feel 
area with the know!edge that they have faithfully done their 

uty.” 
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Notwithstanding the actual ending of the war, the rédle of the 
regiment was by no means completed, and the War Diary continues 
until the end of the following July. 

On November 20 a draft of fifteen was sent to the Expedition- 
ary Forces in France, and another draft of 130 three days later. 
Several officers also procecded overseas. 

From this time entries are of officers and men who joined from 
the various battalions of the Northamptonshire Regiment, serving 
in France and elsewhere. Of these some were discharged, some sent 
to Duston War Hospital and other hospitals, some allowed sick 
furlough, and some sent to other units. 


2 1919 = 


An Order was received early in January from Eastern Com- 
mand to the effect that demobilisation should not be compulsory. 

On January 4 instructions were received for the battalion to 
be in readiness to go to Folkestone, but eventually this move was 
not carried out. 

So the time passed, ofhcers and men joining as repatriated pris- 
oners of war, and from the expeditionary forces in France and 
Salonica, and being demobilised. 

Early in the month educational classes were started. 

Towards the end of January a colour party was sent to the 
depot for the regimental colours, which were first placed under 
escort in the men’s dining hall, and next day removed to the offcers’ 
mess. 

There was an inspection on January 29, by Lieut.-Gen. Sir E. L. 
Woolcombe, K.C.B., Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Command, who 
made the following observations, which were published in Orders: 


‘It was a real pleasure to see your Battalion. I wish the March Past of 
the Northamptons could have taken place in London, or where it could have 
been seen. It was splendid.’’ 


The regiment was indeed always great at a march past! 

On February 7 the battalion moved from Scarpsgate Camp 
to Sunbury-on-Thames, at half-an-hour’s notice, and encamped in 
Kempton Park. 

Towards the end of the month, details from Tile Works and 
Potteries, Queenborough, were sent to Holm Place Camp, Halfway, 
Sheerness. 

On March 1, 1919, Brig.-Genl. A. E. Irving wrote to Lt.-Col. 
Metcalfe, that he was vacating command of the Sheppey Section 
to take over command of the new Western Brigade at Chatham. 
That orders had been received for the move of the sth K RRC, 
and the sth R.B., to Cannock Chase; but that no orders had yet 
been received for the move of the Northamptons. And he said: 
“I am sorry not to have had the opportunity of saying good-bye 
to you in person. I would take this opportunity of thanking you 
and through you your splendid Battalion for all their help and 
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loyal co-operation. Wishing you the best of good luck and hoping 
that you will not find Cannock Chase as black as it has been 
painted.” 


Three days later Lt.-Col. H. C. Metcalfe issued the following 
Special Order : 


‘‘The following letter from Major Gen. Sir H. Mullaly, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
C.S.I., is published for information: 


‘‘ T had hoped to have been able once again to eee you all after your return 
from ag ee Park and before you left m Command. But you returned and 
left while I was on leave, and since then I have unfortunately been ill and not 
able to write to you. 

‘* But I feel that I must take the earliest opportunity of writing to tell you 
how greatly I regret that you have left, and to thank you and all in your splen- 
did Battalion for the magnificent work you have done ever since you first came 
to Chatham. 

‘* T shall never forget how immensely I was struck when I first inspected the 
3rd Bn Northamptonshire Regiment at Woodlands Camp on your arrival here. 
The battalion then was some three thousand strong, and ite steadiness, disci 
line, and fine soldierly bearing impressed me immensely. And, ever since, the 
Battalion has consistently maintained throughout the same high standard. 

‘* Ae I recall these past years, I remember al] the great difficulties and hard- 
ships you have had to encounter, and I have a vivid recollection of how splen- 
didly every officer and man rose to the occasion and did their utmost best 
throughout. I also have watched and seen crowds of brave and gallant men 
returning again and again to the Front with barely healed wounds, whilst 
other so called Englishmen shirked their duty. 

ue My very last impression on the last occasion J saw you, completely con- 
firmed all that had gone before, and elicited high praise from the Commander- 
in-Chief, who sent the following commendation: 

‘¢<Tt was a real pleasure to see the Northants. I wish the march past of 
the Battalion could have taken place in London or where it could have been 
seen. It was splendid.’ 

‘* As a simple matter of fact, I can state unresitatingly that, from first to 
last your Battalion, by its loyalty and devotion to duty, and excellent discip- 
line, and high standard of training and efficiency in all respects, has had a high 
place of honour in this Command and has thoroughly maintained the great 
traditions of the Northamptonshire Regiment. 

‘‘It has been an intense pleasure and honour to me to have had you s0 
long in my Command during these momentous years. And I know and I am 
assuredly convinced that, in the coming days, whatever else may happen your 
great Regiment will go on from Honour to Honour and ensure that our dear 
old country is maintained in safety so long as there is a man of the Northants 
left to guard it. 

‘*T shall never forget the great pleasure it has been to have had you with 
me 60 long. I shall always watch for any news of you. And I can only repeat 
that I thank you all greatly, and wish every one of you from my heart - 
speed and the very best of good fortune always.”’ 


On March 9g the battalion left Kempton Park, and joined the 
Details at Holm Place Camp, Sheerness. Two days later an ad- 
vance party of four officers and forty-nine other ranks proceeded 
to Rugeley, Cannock Chase; and on March 13 the remainder of the 
battalion paraded at 10.45, and left Queenborough by train at 11.30 
for Rugeley, arriving there late the same day. 

On March 17 the battalion left Rugeley at 11.30 in the morn- 
ing and proceeded by route march to Brocton Camp, near Stafford. 

Next day an Order was issued that in future the company ofh- 
cers would be responsible for all training of their companies. 

On April 3 the General Officer Commanding Cannock Chase 
inspected the Northamptons. 
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A few days later Orders were received for the battalion to hold 
itself in readiness to move to Ireland at twelve hours’ notice. This 
move was effected on April 13. The parade was at 2.30 am., and 
the band of the Leicestershire Regiment turned out and played the 
battalion to Brocton station. The journey was via Holyhead and 
Kingstown, and the Curragh was reached about 1.30 am. on the 
following morning. 

Capt. H. R. Phipps, M.C., was appointed adjutant May 8. 

On May 29, Lieut.-Col. H. C. Metcalfe, D.S.O., was demobil- 
ised, and Lieut.-Col. L. G. W. Dobbin assumed command of the 
battalion. 

On June 3 there was a ceremonial parade for the birthday of 
His Majesty the King. The Royal salute and march past, before 
Brig.-Gen. C. K. Burnett, C.B., C.M.G, Commanding Midland 
District, Ireland. 

The following telegrams were published in Orders, for general 
information : 


“To :— 
‘* Equerry-in- Waiting, 
‘‘ Buckingham Palace. 
‘The Commander-in-Chief Coast of Ireland and the General Officer Com- 
manding-in-Chief the Forces in Ireland desire their humble duty to His Majesty 
and in the namo of the officers and men serving under their command offer 


their best wishss for many happy and peaceful returns of His Majesty’s 
birthday.’’ 


“To:— 
‘* General Officer, 
‘* Commanding-in-Chief the Forces in Ireland. 


_ ‘7 thank you and all ranks in your command for the dutiful congratula- 
tions you have sent me on the occasion of my birthday. 


“George R. I.”’ 


It appears that the colours had been returned to the Depot, 
Northampton; for on June 16, two officers and three N.C.O.’s were 
sent to Northampton for them; and four days later the colour party 
returned from headquarters, bringing the colours with them. 

On July 1 an advance party, consisting of three officers two 
warrant officers, seven N.C.O.’s, and nineteen men proceeded to 
Templemore, Co. Tipperary. 

Three days later the Battalion, consisting of about three 
hundred men, left the Curragh at 10.45 a.m., for Templemore, where - 
they took over Richmond Barracks. A Rear Party of two officers, 
two warrant officers, four N.C.O.’s and nineteen men remained at the 
Curragh, and joined the main body later at Templemore. 

Detachments were sent out to Menagh, Cashel, Thurles and Birr, 
and were engaged in assisting the RIC. in their civil duties. 

Lieut.-Col. L. G. W. Dobbin handed over command of the 
Battalion to Major Bentinck on July 2. 

The Official War Diary ends in an abrupt manner on July 25, 
1919, the last entries being mainly of various officers demobilized. 
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From this time the records of the Battalion become still more 
fragmentary and but few particulars can be obtained. 

Capt. H. R. Phipps, M.C., handed over the duties of Adjutant 
to Lieut. Goddard about August 1o. 

The Cadre of the 1st Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regi- 
ment left the Depdét at Northampton about August 19, and pro- 
ceeded to Templemore, where they absorbed all those members of 
the 3rd Battalion who were not for immediate demobilisation. 

The Cadre of the 3rd Battalion, under the command of Major 
R. J. Bentinck, arrived at the Depét, Northampton, with the regi- 
mental colours, on September 7, 1919. 

The party only consisted of the adjutant, Lieut. Goddard, 
R.S.M. Holmes, R.S.M. Church, R-Q.M.S. Tripp, C.S.M. Day, Sergt. 
Fairweather and Dr. Eyles. 

Strange as was the departure of the regiment at the outbreak 
of the great war from the county town, the return was still more 
strange. 

On August 8, 1914, a strong regiment of eight companies 
marched out of the barracks; and on September 7, 1919, two officers, 
‘three warrant officers, two non-commissioned officers and one 
drummer marched back into the barracks. 

How different from the previous occasions when the Militia 

came back from active service, and were received with acclamation 
and honour. But this time no civic reception, no welcome, and no 
notice in the local press of the Cadre of this fine regiment having 
once more reported at the depdt for demobilisation. 
. Both officers and men of this battalion of the Special Reserve 
felt very great disappointment at the decision of the Army Council 
which prevented them from serving overseas as a unit, as they had 
done on previous occasions. But in this respect they only shared 
the feelings of every other battalion of the Special Reserve which 
was not allowed to take its place in the fighting line. 

Nevertheless the Special Reserve of the British Army played 
a notable part in the war. 

Lieut.-Col. Sir Arthur Lectham, C.M.G.,, F.S.A., who presided 
at a meeting of the officers of the Special Reserve and Militia held 
on January 15, 1920, stated that: 


‘“The whole of the Special Reserve units were mobilized in 1914 and took 
over the training of oflicers and men for the supplying of drafts. We have 
been able to ascertain from the returns available that the average number of 
officers and men trained and despatched to the battalions in the field per Special 
Reserve unit was: officers, 667; other ranks, 17,458. This gives a total of: 
officers, 67,307 and other ranks, 1,763,258. This is a rough estimate, but it 
will be found to be generally correct; indeed it is a low estimate, as it only 
includes the Infantry units ; of the Cavalry, Artillery and Engineers no records 
are available. These figures speak for themselves. 

‘‘Taking the total number of men raised in the British Empire at about 
8,000,000 the Special Reserve trained and despatched to the field approximately 
a quarter of the whole.’’ 


In addition to these numbers very many old Militia officers 
and men joined the new service battalions or were employed at 
depots. 
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= 192) = 


In 1921, by virtue of “The Territorial Army and Militia Act, 
1921,” this regiment ceased to be a Special Reserve Battalion and 
once more reverted to its ancient and honourable title of “ Militia.” 

At the present time the Militia is in much the same position 
that it was in after the battle of Waterloo. As previously recorded, 
no training of the Militia took place for several years after that 
decisive event; all the Militia regiments being marked in the Army 
List at that time as being “ Disembodied.”* 


= .1924:— 


The Militia is represented in the Army List for April, 1924, as 
follows: 


3RD BATTALION (MILITIA). 


Hon. Colonel. 


Stopford Sackville, S. G. 28 July 08. 
2 Jan. Ol. 
Lt.-Colonel. 
x Metcalf, H. C., D.S.O., Capt., ret. pay. 2 Nov. 18. 
Majors. 
Captains. 
% Robinson, Sir Frederick, V.L., M.C., Bt, Capt. ret. pay. 
30 April 12. 
YG Allott, P. B., Capt. ret. pay 7 May 12. 
4 June 13. 
bt. maj. 1 Jan. 19. 
Wall, C. E. 18 Jan. 15. 
% Marshall, K. H. I Jan. 17. 


* Page 86. 
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THE RUTLAND MILITIA. 


HE little Rutland regiment of Militia was first raised in the 

year 1750, four years before the first training of the North- 

amptonshire Militia. It consisted of only two companies, the head- 
quarters being at the county town of Oakham. 


= 11/99 = 


The earliest record of this regiment appears in the Militia 
Marching Book, and is as follows: 


It is His Majesty’s Pleasure that you cause the Militia of the County of 
Rutland to a/fsemble with all convenient speed at Oakham and march from 
thence by such Routes and in such divisions as you shall think most convenient 
to Bristol where they are to he quartered and follow such orders as they shall 
receive from Lieut. Genl. the Earl of Ancram. 

This 15th day of Dec*., 1759. . 

Barrington. 

The Earl of Exeter, 

His Majesty’s Lieut., 
for the County of Rutland.* 


This Order was, however, almost immediately revoked by 
znother, dated December 20, directing that the regiment should 
remain at Oakham until further order.t 

This alteration was probably made because the authorities con- 
sidered it advisable that the corps should be trained for a few 
months before being ordered to garrison another town. 

The state of the Militia a month later was as follows: 


* W.O. 5, No. 91, p. 74. 
t W.O. 5, No. 91, p. 75. 
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— 1760 — 


Return of his Majesty’s Rutland Battalion of Foot commanded by the 
Right Honble. The Earl of Exeter. 


Jan. 23, 1760. 


1 Colonel. 109 Rank and File. 
2 Captains. 3 Sick in Quarters. 
2 Lieutenants. 1 on Furlow. 

2 Ensigns. — 

1 Adjutant. 120 

6 Serjeants. —- 


4 Drummers. 
Robt. Hotchkin Lt. 


Two companies at 
Oakham and Uppingham.*® 


In May the same year the following marching order was 
received. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Rutlandshire Militia under your Com- 
mand at Oakham to march from their present Quarters by the shortest and 
most convenient Route to Bristol where they are to be quartered and remain 
until further orders. Wherein &c. Given &c. This 22nd day of May 1760. 


Barrington. 
To — 
The Officer Commanding the Rutlandshire Batts. 
of Militia at 


Oakham, 
Rutlandshire.f 


Soon after the arrival of the regiment at Bristol, a detachment 
was sent to Portishead, for the performance of some duty, which 
is not specified; as an Order was issued by the War Offce on July 
23, 1760, ordering this party to return to Bristol when relieved 
by a detachment from the Monmouthshire Militia. 

After doing duty at Bristol for five months, the regiment was 
ordered to return to the county of Rutland. 


It is H.M.P. that when relieved by the Monmouthshire Militia in the duty 
on the French Prisoners of War at Bristol you cause the Rutlandshire Militia 
under your command to march from thence by the shortest and most convenient 
Route to such place or places in the County of Rutland as you shall think 
proper provided they do not interfere with the quarters of any other of H.M. 
Forces (acquainting this Office of their desposition) where you are to remain 
and be quartered until further order. 

This 21st day of Octo. 1760. 

Barrington. 
M. Brudenell or Officer, 


Commanding the Rutlandshire Militia, 
at Bristol.§ 


* W.O. 17, No. 968. 
f W.O. 5, No. 91, p. 128. 
t W.O. 5, No. 91, p 167. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 91, p. 224. 
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= 1/6). = 


The regiment remained in quarters in Rutland for almost two 
years at Oakham and Uppingham, but we know nothing of their 
movements; except that they assisted, when ordered, in conducting 
prisoners of war. The first occasion seems to have been in Sep- 
tember, 1761, as appears by the following Order. 


The Rt. Hontle, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having repre- 
sented that there are Twenty Prisoners of War on Parole at Derby to be re- 
moved from thence to York in consequence of some of the same rank having 
Deserted, and their Lordships having desired that a proper Guard, may be 
ordered accordingly. Jt is His Majesty’s Pleasure that (when applied to for 
that puree) you cause a sufficient Detachment to be made from His Majesty’s 
Batt®. of Militia for the County of Rutland under your commands at Okeham, 
and march from thence to Derby and be afsisting in safely conducting the above 
Twenty Prisoners of War from thence to York, halting as often for the benefit 
of the said Prisoners as the Conductor shall think proper, and after perform- 
ance of this Service the said Detachment is to return to their present Gaarters: 

15th Sept. 1761 


Thos. Bradshaw. 


To the Officer Commanding, 
Hie Majestys Batt®. of Militia, 
for the County of Rutland, 
at Okeham.* 


A fortnight later another Order arrived for the regiment to 
furnish a guard for “two Prisoners of War who have been appre- 
hended at Nottingham as Deserters from their Parole,” and to escort 
them to York.t 


The monthly state of the Rutland Militia commanded by Major Brudenell, 
Head Quarters at Uppingham, October 29, 1761. 


George Brudenel]l Major. 


Charles Tryon Captain. 
1 Major. 6 Sergeants. 
1 Captain. 4 Drummers. 
2 Lieutenants. 104 Rank and File. 
2 Ensigns. 8 Sick in Quarters. 
1 Adjutant. 10 On Command. 
1 ae er maeter: 
1 Surgeon. 122f 
1 Mate. 
— 1762 — 


The following year the regiment was directed to march to Hull 
and Barton-on-Humber, by Order dated June 2, 1762, sent to Major 
Brudenell at Uppingham.§ 
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The War Office issued an Order dated July 6, 1762, for the bat- 
talion to return to Rutland, where they were to be quartered in such 
eae as might be judged expedient, and remain until further 
order. 

Early in December of the same year, an Order was sent to the 
officer commanding at Oakham for the regiment to be forthwith 
disembodied. Thus, after seeing active service for three years, the 
Rutlands were dismissed.t The like Order was sent to over thirty 
other Militia regiments. 

The following certificate of the Lord Lieutenant was probably 
given for the purpose of adjusting the pay of the Militia. It shows 
that the regiment was raised again in 1765, 1766, 1769, 1772 and 
1773, probably for a month’s training on each occasion. 


‘*To the Clerk of the Peace in and for the County of Rutland. To wit. 


‘*T Brownlow Earl of Exeter Baron of Burghley Lord Lieutenant of the 
said County of Rutland in pursuance of the Acts of Parliament for raising 
the Militia of in and for the several counties of that part of Great Britain 
called England, do hereby certify that the Militia of in and for the said County 
of Rutland hath been raised five several times first in the year 1759 secondly 
in the year 1762 thirdly in the year 1765 and 1766 and fourthly in the year 
1769 and fifth in the year 1772 and that the same consist of two independent 
companics and that the number and rank of officers and men consisted at 
completing the same in the year 1772 of two Captains one adjutant two lieu- 
tenants tivo ensigns, 6ix sergeants one of which 1s sergeant major four drum- 
mers one of whom is drum major and 120 men six of whom are Corporals. And 
I do further certify that in and for the said County of Rutland were trained 
and exercised on ihe llth day of October 1773 and the 27 days then next fol- 
lowing being the second time of their exercising since they were raised the 
fifth time. 

‘‘Given under my hand this 12th day of Dec. 1774. 


‘* Exeter.’’[ 


= 17/6: -= 


The regiment was raised again in 1776, and performed the 
special service recorded in the following paragraph. 


‘* A terrible fire occurred May 29, 1776, at Belton, Co. Rutland, which 
consumed twenty seven dwelling houses and caused great distress and suffering 
to the inhabitants of the village. The Rutland Militia, then assembled at 
Oakham, were at once sent to assist in stopping the flames, and were of great 
service for that purpose, and also in taking care of the goods of such of the 
inhabitants who could save anything from the fire.’’§ 


aoe WA ee 


The regiment was again embodied early in 1778, when the 
return was as follows: 


* W.O. 5, No. 94, p. 64. 
t W.O. 5, No. 94, p. 149. 
t ‘‘The Rutland Maegazine,’”’ Vol. II, p. 159. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,” June 8, 1776. 
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Con. Grorce Finca, Earn or WINcHILSEA AND NoTTINGHAM, W.G. 


From a painting by S. Woodforde, R.A. 
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Return of the Rutland Militia, Oakham, May Icet, 1778. 
Captain The Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham. 
Captain William Burton. 


1 Captain. 51 Rank and File 1st Company. 
2 Lieutenants. 49 ditto 2nd Company.* 

1 Adjutant. 

1 Quarter Master. 

6 Sergeants. 


4 Drummers. 


In June definite orders arrived at Uppingham with the route 
for Warley Camp; where the Rutlands for the first time met the 
Northamptons. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Rutlandshire Militia under your com- 
mand to march from their present Quarters according to the Route annexed 
to Warley Common, where they are to encamp and remain until further Order, 
8th June 1778. 

Barrington. 
Officer Command, 
The Rutlandshire Militia, 


Uppingham. 
Route for the Rutlandshire Militia from Uppingham. 

Friday 12th June. Oundle. 
Saturday 13th June. Stilton, Norman Cross, Huntingdon. 
Sunday 14th June. Halt. 
Monday 15th June. Huntingdon. 
Tuesday 16th June. Royston. 
Wednesday 17th June. Stortford & Hackerill. 
Thureday 18th June. Halt. 
Friday foth June. Epping. 
Saturday 20th June. - Encamp on Warley Common and Remain.t 


After spending five months in camp, an Order dated November 
4, 1778, was received by Lieut.-General Peirson, commanding at 
Warley Common, to cause the regiment to march, on November 6, 
through Chipping Ongar, Bishop’s Stortford and Hockerill, Roy- 
ston, Caxton, Huntingdon and Godmanchester, Oundle and 
Uppingham, to Oakham.f 

Two days after this Order, another was issued, which was 
sent down to Huntingdon, to await the arrival of the regiment at 
that town, directing the commanding officer to proceed by the 
shortest and most convenient route to Oakham.§ 

One day later, still another Order, directed to the same town, 
altered the route from Huntingdon to Oakham, through Wansford 
and Stibbington.|| 

It does not appear that the authorities at the War Office knew 
where Oakham was situated, or the most convenient road from there 


oe 


* W.O. 17, No. 968. 
O. 5, No. 95, p. 116. 


O. 5, No. 95, p. 249. 
.O. 5, No. 95, p. 251. 
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to London. Indeed, in the next Order the route to St. Neots is not 
specified, and the Commandant of the regiment was left to find 
his own way there. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Rutland Militia under Y.C. to March 
from their present Quarters by the S. & M.C.R. so as to arrive at St. Neots 
and Easton on Wednesday the 9th instant from whence they are to proceed, 
according to the annexed Route to Cox Heath and Camp and remain until 
further order. This 2nd day of June 1778. 


C. Jenkinson. 
Officer Commanding the Rutland Militia, 
Okeham. 


ROUTE FOR DO. FROM ST. NEOTS &c., TO COXHEATH. 


Friday llth June. Biggleswade. , 
12th _,, Stevenage & Baldock. 
13th i, Halt. 
14th _,, Hatfield. 
15th _,, Barnet & Wheston. 
16th _,, Lambeth, Vauxhall & Newington Butts. 
17th sez, Halt. 
18th __,, Bromley & Blackheath. 
19th _,, Seven Oaks & Riverhead. 
20th __i,, Halt. 
2lst ,, Wrotham, Wrotham Heath, & Mallings. 
22nd _is,, Coxheath & Encamp.* 


In October, an Order was issued for the newly balloted men 
to be quartered at such places in the county as might be considered 
most convenient, until ordered to join their corps.f 

After another five months at Coxheath Camp the Rutlands 
were ordered into quarters at Maidstone, and marched thither on 
November 22.f 


— 1780 — 


After wintering at Maidstone, the commanding officer received 
an Order, dated May 29, 1780, to march, on June 6, through 
Wrotham, Cray and Bexley to Dartford Camp.§ 

An Order dated October 16, 1780, was sent to Lieut.-General 
Peirson, at Dartford Camp, to cause the Rutland Militia to march 
on October 23, through Chatham, Rochester, Milton and Sitting- 
bourne, to Faversham and Ospringe, where they were to be 
quartered.|| 


* W.0. 5, No. 96, p. 135, 
+ W.O. 5, No. 96, p. 265. 
t W.O. 5, No. 96, p. 289. 
§ W.0. 5, No. 97, p. 250. 
| W.O. 5, No. 97, p. 384. 
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In 1780 the officers of the regiment were: 
Major Commandant. William Burton. 


Captain. Gerald Edwards. 
f William Nicks. 
Lieutenants. (Edmond Andrews. 

, Edward Welchman. 
Ensigns. {Richard Anthony Dilworth. 
Adjutant. Edmond Andrews. 
Quartermaster . Richard Anthony Dilworth. 
Surgeon. Edward Welchman. 
Agents. Messrs. Conway and Peart. 


— 1781 — 


RETURN OF THE RuTLaNp Miitia AT FAVERSHAM. 
March 4 1781. 


Major William Burton, one Ensign, and Quarter Master, the only Off- 
cers who were then present.* 


An Order of May 31, 1781, was directed to the officer com- 
manding the regiment at Faversham, to march, on June 6, through 
Milton and Sittingbourne to Coxheath and encamp there.t 


RetuRn or THE RcutTtanp MIitTI4 at CoxHEATH. 
July 14, 1781. 


Major William Burton, One Lieutenant, two Ensigns, Quarter Master, 
and Surgeon were the only Officers present. Captain Edwards was absent on 
leave; and Lieutenant and Adjutant Andrews was absent without leave.] 


After the summer in camp, the regiment returned to their native 
county, one company being posted at Oakham and the other at 
Uppingham. It will be noticed that the authorities at the War 
Office found out another route from London to Uppingham. 

Under this Order, which is dated October 20, 1781, the regi- 
ment was to march from Coxheath, on October 29, through Wrotham 
and Malling, Farningham and Aynsford, Eltham, Paddington and 
Kilburn, Watford, Dunstable, Woburn and Hockliffe, Olney, Wel- 
lingborough and Kettering to Uppingham, where one company was 
to remain, the other company proceeding to Oakham. § 


— 1782 — 


An Order of March 17, 1782, was directed to the officer com- 
manding at Oakham, for the regiment to assemble at Uppingham 
on April 25, 1782, and proceed through Kettering, Higham Ferrers 
and Bedford, to Biggleswade, where they were to be quartered.|| 


* W.0O. 17, No. 968. 
+ W.0. 5, No. 98, p. 285. 
1 W.O. 17, No. 968. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 98, p. 323. 
| W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 99. 
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The regiment only remained at Biggleswade until Saturday, 
May 11, when they marched to Hitchin, where they stayed a few 
days, and then moved on to Baldock and Stevenage.* 

In a few weeks the route arrived for Warley Camp, where the 
summer and autumn were passed.t 

After four months’ service at Warley Camp, an Order was 
made, dated November 7, 1782, for the Militia to march through 
Rumford, Lambeth and Vauxhall to Richmond Hill and Kew, 
“where they are to take the Duty upon their Majesties and remain.’ 

In December the quarters of the regiment were to be enlarged 
to take in Mortlake and Barnes.§ 


==11/63: = 


After performing duty at Richmond for three months, the Rut- 
lands were ordered to return to their own county. They were to 
march on February 28, 1783, through Edgeware and Stanmore, St. 
Albans, Dunstable, Woburn, Olney and Kettering, to Uppingham.|| 

By an Order issued six days later, the route previously given 
was varied, and the regiment was to proceed through Edgware, 
Stanmore, Hatfield, Stevenage, Biggleswade, Bugden and Oundle 
to Uppingham.{ 

After all these arrangements had been made, the authorities at 
the War Office changed their minds, and sent an Order by special 
messenger to the ofhcer commanding at Richmond that the Militia 
should remain there “and keep their duty until further Order.”** 

Another Order, dated March 4, 1783, was sent to Richmond for 
the regiment to march on Monday, March 10, to Edgeware and Stan- 
more, Hatfield, Stevenage, Eaton, Kimbolton and Oundle to 
Uppingham.tt 

This route was varied by another Order issued four days later 
and sent by express. directing that the route should be through 
Edgeware, Stanmore, St. Albans, Dunstable and Market Strect, 
Woburn and Hockliffe, Newport Pagnell, Olney and Kettering, 
to Uppingham, where they were to arrive on March 18.33 

An Order of March 10, 1783, to the ofhcer commanding the 
Militia at Uppingham, directed him to march the several companies 
to such places in the county as might be most convenient for their 
being disembodied.§ § 

* W.O. 5, No. 99, pp. 126 and 152. 
ft W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 196. 
t W.O. 5, No. 99, p. 241. 


§ W.0O. 5, No. 99, p. 348 
| W.0. 5, No, 100, p. 2. 
q W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 32. 
** W.0. 5, No. 100, p. 39. 
tt W.0O. 5, No. 100, p. 63. 
TI W.O. 5, No. 100, p. 72 
§§ W.0O. 5, No. 100, p. 74 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 173 


The two companies of the Rutland Militia were at Oakham 
March 14, 1783. The officers present were Major Burton, two lieu- 
tenants, two ensigns, one adjutant, one quartermaster and one sur- 
geon; Captain G. N. Edwards was attending to his duties at the 
House of Commons. There were 112 rank and file present.* 

The regiment was disembodied immediately after this date, 
and we have no further record of their movements for ten years, 
but we may presume that they were called up for training every 
few years. 


1793. = 


Early, however, in 1793, this Militia was again embodied, and 
received an Order to march to Hertford on April 8, the route being 
left to the discretion of the commandant.tf 

Another Order of April 9, 1793, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the regiment, on arrival at Buckden, to proceed to Hert- 
ford through Caxton, Royston and Buntingford and Puckeridge.} 

After staying a month at Hertford, Orders were received for 
the Rutlands to march to Waltham Abbey and Waltham Cross, 
where they were to be quartered.§ 

In accordance with an Order of May 7, 1793, the regiment 
marched two days later to Canterbury, through Greenwich, Dept- 
oe Hatcham, Dartford, Crayford, Gravesend, Sittingbourne and 

ilton.|| 

Towards the end of May an Order was sent to the officer com- 
manding the forces at Canterbury for the Rutland Militia to march 
to Margate and Ramsgate ;f and from a Return of June 14, 1793, we 
find that Major Burton’s company was at Margate and Captain 
Edward’s company at Ramsgate at that time.** 

An Order was next received for the regiment to march from 
Margate and Ramsgate on July 2, 1793, and return to Canterbury 
Barracks.t t 

On August 8 the Rutlands were at Dover, but there is no record 
as to when they marched to that place. 

They remained at Dover until October 25, when they left in 
accordance with an Order, which directed them to proceed in two 
detachments, on October 29 and 30, through Hythe, Romney, Lydd, 
Rye, Peasmarsh, Playden, Hastings, Eastbourne, Newhaven, Peven- 
sey, Seaford, Brighton and Shoreham; and one company was to 


* W.0. 17, No. 968. 
tf W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 161. 
t W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 178. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 196. 
|| W.0. 5, No. 101, p. 2C3. 
q W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 225, 
** W.0O. 17, No. 968. 
tt W.0O. 5, No. 101, p. 901. 
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remain at Angmering and Littlehampton, and the other at Tarring, 
Worthing and Goring.*® 

Towards the end of October, one company was at Hythe, from 
which town they marched to Dover, in accordance with an Order 
of October 29, 1793.t It does not appear when the second company 
marched to Dover, but it was probably about the same time; and 
we find both companies again quartered at Dover, March 6, 1794. 


— 1794 — . 


The regiment received Orders to march from Dover and Arch- 
liffe Fort on May 19, to Shorncliffe Fort;} and on June 14, 704» 
Major Burton’s company was at Sandgate Camp, and Captain Ed- 
ward’s company at Shorncliffe Fort.§ They were in the same quar- 
on August 4, but returned to Dover before the date of the next 

der. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Rutlandshire Militia under your Com- 
mand to march from their place of encampment at such time as Sir Wm. Howe 
shall judge expedient into Shorncliffe Fort Bks and Adjts to be quartered 
and remain until further order. 

380th Octr 1794. 


M. Lewes. 
Off. Commandg. 


H.M.’s Forces, 
Dover. ff 


On November 14, 1794, Major Burton’s company was at Shorn- 
cliffe Fort, and Captain Hicks’s company at Folkestone and 
Sandgate. 


S119) Se 


The regiment was still in the same quarters in March, but before 
July 14 the companies were divided between Shorncliffe, Fort 
Sutherland and Montcrief Fort, where they remained for the rest of 
this and well on into the following year. 


— 1796 — 


In accordance with an Order dated June 2, 1796, the companies 
marched on June 10 through Romney, Lydd, Rye, Winchelsea, 
Battle, Hailsham, Horsebridge, Southover, Arundel, Havant and 
Westbourne, to Forton Barracks.J 


* W.0. 5, No. 101, p. 409. 

t W.O. 5, No. 101, p. 416. 

1 W.O. 5, No. 102, p. 79. 
§ W.O. 17, No. 968. 

|] W.0O. 5, No. 102, p. 144. 

q W.O. 5, No. 103, p. 191. 
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== 1197 = 


It does not appear when the regiment left Forton and proceeded 
to Fareham Barracks, where they remained till the end of the year. 


== 1796 = 


In February, 1798, they marched to Hilsea Barracks, where 
they remained about a month.* 

On March 26, 1798, an Order was sent to the ofhcer command- 
ing the detachment of supplementary Militia at Oakham, for the 
men to march to Hilsea Barracks and join the old corps.f 

On May 14, 1798, the regiment was in the barracks at Elston, 
near Gosport. 

Another Order, dated May 12, 1798, was sent to the officer 
commanding the Supplementary Militia at Oakham, to cause a de- 
tachment to march through Rockingham, Kettering, Northampton, 
Towcester, Brackley, Bicester, Oxford, East Ilsley, Newbury, An- 
dover, Winchester, Bishop’s Waltham, to join the regiment at Elston 
Barracks. § 


= 1/99 = 


From Elston the Rutlands marched to Dover, where they were 
quartered the following autumn. Whilst at Dover, an Order, dated 
October 28, 1799, came for them to march on October 31 through 
Eltham, Charing and Maidstone, to Wrotham and Wrotham Heath.ll 

The regiment did not remain long at Wrotham, as they were 
stationed at Ampthill, near Bedford, early in December, though it 
is not recorded when they marched there. An Order, dated Decem- 
ber 14, 1799, was, however, sent to the officer commanding the Rut- 
land Militia at Ampthill, to march forthwith to Oakham.7 


— 1800 — 


After six months in headquarters at Oakham, an Order came 
for the regiment to march, June 26, 1800, through Stamford, Stilton, 
Norman Cross, New Inn and Yaxley, to Huntingdon and Godman- 
chester, where they were to be quartered and remain.** 

About this time the entries in the Marching Book are very ir- 
regular, and it is not possible to trace the movements of the regiment. 


* W.O. 17, No. 968. 
t W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 24. 
1 W.O. 17, No. 968. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 95. 
H W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 474. 
q W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 63. 
** W.0. 5, No. 105, p. 164. 
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— 1801 — 


From Huntingdon and Godmanchester the Rutlands moved on 
to Lynn, where they were stationed on August 27, 1801; for an 
Order of that date directed to the officer commanding the detach- 
ment at Oakham to cause the same “to march thence by the shortest 
and most convenient Route to Lynn to join their Regt.’* 


— 1803 — 


From this time until May, 1803, there is no record of the move- 
ments of the Rutland Militia, but some time before that date they 
had returned to Oakham. For, by an Order dated May 18, 1803, 
to the officer commanding at that town, they were directed to march 
three days later through Rockingham, Wellingborough, Olney, 
Stony Stratford, Bicester, Woodstock, Burford, Cirencester, Tet- 
bury and Sodbury, to Bristol, where they were to be quartered.f 

The newspaper records that “The Rutland Militia marched 
from Oakham on Saturday last for Bristol.”} 

An Order dated July 1, 1803, was sent to the officer command- 
ing the Rutland Militia at Bristol, to cause a party, consisting of a 
sergeant, a corporal, a drummer and four privates, to march to Oak- 
ham, and assist in collecting, and taking charge of the supplementary 
men at that town.§ | 

Another Order, dated July 19, 1803, was sent to the officer com- 
manding the detachment at Uppingham, to cause the same to march 
to Bristol, and join the corps.|l 


— 1804 — 


In 1804 the Lords Lieutenant drew lots for the numbers for 
their County Militia, as previously mentioned, and the number 
drawn for the Rutland Regiment of Militia was sixty-three. 


== 1805 = 


The regiment appears to have remained at Bristol for some 
time, as the local newspaper reports that “Tuesday the Rutland- 
shire Militia commenced their march from Bristol to Milford 
Haven.’9 


* W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 397. 
¢ W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 162. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 4, 1803. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 106, p. 225. 
|| W.0. 5, No. 106, p. 253. 
q ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ March 2, 1805. 
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— 1806 — 


A little later, however, they seem to have returned to Bristol, 
for an Order, dated April 30, 1806, was sent to Lieut.-General Tarle- 
ton, at Bath, that on the arrival of the Rutland Militia at Bristol, 
he should cause the companies of the Carmarthen Militia at that city 
to march to Haverford West.* 

An Order, dated November 18, 1806, was sent to Lieut.-General 
Porlton, commanding the Severn District, to cause the regiment to 
march, on November 24, to Deal Barracks, where they were to arrive 
on December 8. The route from Bristol being as follows: 

Bath, Devizes, Marford, Newbury, Reading, Maidenhead, 
Hounslow, Greenwich, Dartford, Chatham, Faversham and Can- 
terbury.t 


— 1807 — 


The regiment remained at Deal, or in that neighbourhood, at 
least a year, for an Order of September 26, 1807, was sent to the 
officer commanding the Southern District, to cause a detachment of 
the Militia to march to their own county, and receive a detachment 
of the newly balloted men} And another Order of November 11, 
1807, was sent to the officer commanding a party of the Militia at 
Oakham to cause the same party to conduct the newly balloted men 
to St. Margaret’s Bay Barracks, at Deal.§ 


— 1808 — 


This year the Rutlands volunteered to serve in Spain during 
the Peninsular War, and Major Pierrepoint, the Commandant, wrote 
the following letter to the Adjutant-General, from Dungeness, where 
the regiment was then stationed. 


DUNGENESS. 
8th August, 1808. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to request you will bo pleased to make it known to his 
Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief that officers, non commissioned offi- 
cers, and privates of the corps under my command, without exception, have in 
the handsomest manner, made an offer of their services to serve with me in 
Spain, should it be thought expedient to send a militia force into that coun- 
try. i indulge the hope this instance of their zeal will be acceptable to tho 
Commander-in-Chief, and have the 

honour to be, ah much respect, 
i 


3 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
M. PIERREPOINT. 
Major Commandant Rutland Militia. 
To the Adjutant-General of the Forces, &c., &c.|| 


* W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 166. 

+ W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 201. 

J W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 250. 

§ W.O. 5, No. 107, p. 282. 

} ‘‘ Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,’’ 
1873, p. 266. 
24 


178 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


This letter was apparently passed on by the Lord Lieutenant 
of the County of Rutland, as a few days later the Secretary of State 
sent His Lordship the following letter: 


Whitehall, 


15th August, 1808. 
My Lorp, 


I have had the honour to receive and lay before the King your lordship’s 
letter of the 14th instant, conveying an offer from the Rutlan rps of Militia 
to extend their services to Spain, and I am commanded to acquaint your lord- 
ship that His Majesty was pleased to express great Satisfaction at receiving 
the additional proof of the zeal and spirit which have been displayed by that 
corps upon all occasions. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient 
humble servant, 


HAWKESBURY.* 
The Earl of Winchilsea. 


The “ Mercury” prints the following paragraph: 


‘The Rutland Militia, to a man, have volunteered their services in 
Spain.’ f 


This offer was not, however, accepted by the War Office. 


— 1809 — 


An Order dated May 22, 1809, was sent for a detachment of 
the regiment to march to some place in the county of Rutland to 
receive recruits,; and we may presume that the regiment was still at, 
or near, Deal. 

From this time until May, 1813, the Militia Marching Books 
contain no records of Orders issued to the Rutland Militia, so that 
we are again dependent on casual references, in the local newspaper, 
and elsewhere. 


— 1810 — 


We have no information about the movements of the Rutlands 
at this time, but they were, no doubt, still in the neighbourhood of 
Deal. 


= TOL = 


The regiment being stationed at Sandown Fort in July, volun- 
teered to extend their services to Ireland, and the Lord Lieutenant 
wrote to the commandant of the regiment in reference to this offer. 


* “* Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,’’ 
1873, p. 256. 


¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 20. 1808. 
1 W.O. 5, No. 108, p. 33. 
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South Street. 


llth July 1811. 
Sir, 


_ iam much gratified by hearing from you that the Rutland Militia have 
in so handsome a manner volunteered their intended service. I must add, 
that ever since you have had the command of them I have never heard them 
mentioned but with praise. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


WINCHELSEA.* 
To Lieut.-Colonel Pierrepoint. 


The Home Secretary also wrote to the Commandant: 


Whitehall. 


12th July, 1811. 
Sir, 


I have laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent your letter of 
the 8th, instant, signifying the unanimous consent of the officers and men of 
the Rutland Militia to extend their services to Ireland, and stating that they 
have accordingly been sworn in and enrolled for the Militia of the United 
Kingdom, and i have it in command from His Royal Highness to express to 
you the high sense which His Royal Highness entertains of the alacrity with 
which they have been led to adopt a measure so materially connected with 
the general interests of the eae dt and to request that you will make known 
to the Corps the satisfaction which His Royal Highness derives from this ad- 
ditional proof of its regard for the welfare of the Country and its attachment 
to the service of His Majesty. 


I an, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
R. Ryrver.f 
Lieut. Colonel Pierrepoint, 
Rutland Militia, 
Deal. 


“The Mercury” thus records this offer of the regiment. 


The Rutland Militia’s extension of service to Ireland has been unanimous, 
and they are now under orders for immediate embarkation.] 


On September 6, 1811, an Order came for the Rutlands to march 
from Deal to Dover the following day, and embark on the 
“Reward” transport for Ireland 

This ship sailed the next day, and arrived at Cork Harbour on 
September 16, where the regiment disembarked, and marched into 
the town. 

Next day the route arrived, and the regiment left Cork for 


* ‘Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,’’ 
1878, p. 257. 


+ ‘‘Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,” 
1873, p. 257. 


1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ August 31, 1811. 
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Moates, Co. Westmeath, arriving there on September 28. On De- 
cember 6 the corps was inspected at Moates by Major-General 
George Murray, the Quartermaster General. 


1612 = 


Early in May the regiment marched to Wicklow, arriving there 
on May 12. An inspection by Major-General O’Loghlin took place 
on June 27, and another by Major-General Raymond on October 10. 


21613: == 


On April 4, 1813, Orders were received for the regiment to 
proceed to Cork on April 10, and where they arrived ten days later. 
We may presume that there was no transport ready at Cork, for 
on May 1 Orders were received for the Rutlands to march to Monks- 
town. They embarked on board the “Fox” transport, and sailed 
on May 15 for England, and disembarked at Portsmouth six days 
later. 

On reaching Portsmouth they found the following route await- 
ing them. 


It is H.M.P. that you cause the Rutland Militia to march by the follow- 
ing routes to Sevenoaks and Riverhead where it is to be quartered, and follow 
the orders of the Officer Commanding in Kent. 


Friday, May 21. Chichester and Suburbs. 

Saturday, 22. Petworth, Pulboro and Fittleworth. 
Sunday, 23. Halt. 

Monday, 24. Horsham and Slinfold. 

Tuesday, 25. Grinstead and Forest Row. 
Wednesday, 26. Sevenoaks and Riverhead. 


Officer Commanding the South West District. 
19th May 1813. 
W. Merry.* 


After staying two days at Sevenoaks and Riverhead, the regi- 
ment marched on to Canterbury, arriving there on May 31, and 
being inspected at that city on June 10 by Major-General de Grey. 

There appears to have been a party stationed at Highgate, as 
an Order was issued on June 14, 1813, to the officer commanding 
this party to march to Canterbury and join the regiment.t 

On June 15 the Rutlands marched on to Ramsgate, where they 
remained for a short time, and then moved on to Hythe. Whilst 
at this port the following pleasing testimonial was received from 
the Prebendary and other inhabitants of the town and neighbour- 
hood of Wicklow. 


* W.O. 5, No. 109, p. 2. 
+ W.O. 5, No. 109, p. 15. 
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TO Covongt Prerespoint OF THE RUTLAND REGIMENT OF MILITIA, 
QUARTERED AT HYTHE IN KENT. 


Deak Srp, 


Arrived, as the Rutland Militia are, at new quarters, we request you and 
your brother officers to accept this testimony of respect and regard from the 
vicinity of those whom you have pte left. 

To the officers of the Rutland Militia we wish all prosperity having con- 
stantly remarked, during eleven months observation, how invariably and how 
amply they deserved it. 

o the non-commissioned officers and privates we pay our acknowledg- 
ments for their conduct here, and for their social and friendly intercourse 
with the people around them of every denomination whatever. 

The wisdom of the measure of interchanging the Militia of England and 
Ireland, the behaviour of your regiment, Sir, highly tended to confirm, and 
we trust that their testimony at home will tone y conduce to the correction 
misstatements, the removal of prejudice and the establishment of brotherly 
ove. 

We will now, sir, with the sincerest affection, bid farewell to you and your 
brother officers, assuring you all that the memory of your being quartered here 
will long be cherished in the hearts of the undersigned inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood of Wicklow, who uniformly witnessed, in the deportment 
of the officers of the Rutland Militia, the soldier’s watchfulness and the gen- 
tleman’s urbanity. 


Robert Dealtry, LL.D., Prebendary Phillips Majoribanks, 


of Wicklow. Pep Governor.* 
Robert Truell, D.D. Alex. Carrol, J.P. 
Eaton Cotter. Abraham Coates, J.P. 
William Goodisson. Charles Tottenham, Junr. 
John Price, Deputy Governor.* Joeern Leigh. 
Thomas Acton, J.P. Charles Vigogne. : 
William Eccles, J.P. Michael McGuire, Parish Priest. 
Isaac Ambrose Eccles, J.P. Robert Porter, Clerk. 
James Corroran, Priest. Thomas Keoghe. 
George M. J. Drought, J.P. Captain Wicklow Infantry. 
Charles Tottenham, J.P George D. Ronan. 
Francis Synge, J.P. John Nolan, Deputy Governor.*® 
Joseph White. EB. P. N. Carrol. 
Willtam White John Revel, Deputy Governor.® 
Thos. Smith. William Revel, Deputy Governor.® 

Thos. Revel. 


This testimonial was accompanied by the following letter. 


Wicklow, 14th July 1818. 
My Dagar Sir, 

I am happy in being desired to transmit a testimony of respect and regard 
which the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood of Wicklow entertain 
for the officers and soldiers of the Rutland Militia. 

Allow me, at the same time, individually to assure you of my high sense 
of their worth while with us, and of my sincere regret at their departure. 

beg the favour of you to present my best regards to all your brother 
officers, and to believe me to be, with great esteem and attachment, 
2 My dear Sir 
Your very faithful, humble servant, 
Rosert Deattry.t 
To Colonel Pierrepoint, 
&c., &e. 


* Deputy Lieutenant. 


+ ‘‘ Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,”’ 
1878, p. 260. 
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_ On October 14, 1813, the regiment marched on to Margate, being 
inspected there by Maj.-Gen. Anson on October 19, and a month 
later they returned to Ramsgate. 


— 1814 — 


The Rutlands continued to do duty at Ramsgate until the 
middle of April, when they marched to Dover, arriving there on 


April 18. Early in May the following route for Norman Cross 
arrived at Dover. 


Horse Guards, 
5, May, 1814. 
Officer Commanding in Kent to cause the Rutland Militia at Dover to 
march by the following Route to Norman Cross Barracks. 


Mon. 9 May. Hythe. 
10 ,, Ashford. 
Lh. 3; Maidstone. 
12 ,, Dartford. 
13 ,, Deptford 
14 _,, Infield. 
1d ,, Halt. 
16 ,, Hertford. 
Le 5, Baldock. 
18 ,, St. Neots and Eaton. 
19° .;,; Norman Cross.* 


The regiment was inspected at Norman Cross on May 24 by 
Maj.-Gen. Clay. The following Order was issued from the War 
Office in June. 


Horse Guards, 18th June 1814. 


Officer Commanding the Troops at Norman Cross to cause the Rutland 
Militia to march on Monday the 2U Instant to Stamford, and on the following 
day to Oakham, where it is to be Quartered for the purpose of being dis- 


embodied. 
J. Haverfield, 
Lt. Col.f 


The regiment arrived at Oakham on June 22, and on July 14, 
1814, was disembodied. From this period nothing more 1s heard 
of the Rutland Militia until 1852, when it was again raised on the 
new basis. 


= 1602 == 


The Rutland Militia, having been in abeyance for nearly forty 
years, was again embodied under the Act passed that year. The 
quota of men for Rutland was fixed at one hundred and nine, of 
whom sixty-eight were to be enlisted that year, and forty-one in 


1853. 


* W.0. 5, No. 111, p. 61. 
+ W.O. 5, 


.O. 
.O. 5, No. 111, p. 184. 


THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 183 


The Lord Lieutenant for the County of Rutland, the Marquis 
of Exeter, K.G., appointed the Honble. Henry Lewis Noel Capt. 
Commandant on October 4, 1852, and Capt. Alexander Doria was 
appointed Lieut. and Edward Costall Ensign. 

The regiment, which consisted of one company, assembled at 
Oakham on November 9, 1852, for the twenty-one days’ training, 
sixty men being present, but no regular inspection was held during 
this training. 


— 1853 — 


The training commenced this year on May 17, when ninety-nine 
men appeared on parade. The inspection of Lieut.-Colonel Stoyte 
took place at Uppingham on June 4, when he expressed himself as 
being highly pleased with the appearance and discipline of the 
regiment. The Rutland District Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge presented each man with a Prayer Book of 
the Church of England. On June 13 the corps marched back to 
Oakham, and was dismissed the same day. 


— 1854 — 


The regiment assembled at Oakham on April 26, for the an- 
nual training, one hundred men being present. As the day had 
been appointed a day of fasting and humiliation throughout the 
country, in conscquence of the declaration of the war between Eng- 
land and Russia, the officers and men attended divine service. 

The Rutlands marched to Uppingham on May 10, where they 
were quartered in billets. On May 22 they were inspected by Col. 
Reed, C.B., who complimented them on their appearance and steadi- 
ness. The following day they marched back to the county town 
and were dismissed, each man was presented with a Bible subscribed 
for by the gentlemen of the county. 


— 1855 — 


Ensign Edward Costall was promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
on January I, on the death of Capt. Doria, and the company then 
ceased to have an ensign. 

The Northamptonshire Militia being under orders to proceed 
to the Mediterranean, the Captain Commandant of this regiment 
sanctioned his men volunteering for foreign service, and one cor- 
poral and ten privates at once came forward. The officer com- 
manding the recruiting party of the Northamptonshire Regiment 
wrote the following letter. 
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Oakham, 8th March, 1855. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you that I am directed by Lieut. Colonel Lord 
Burghley, commanding the 48th Northamptonshire Militia to convey to you 


his approval of the transfer of the men mentioned below from the Rutland 
Militia to the 48th Northamptonshire Militia. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obt. Servant, 
H. M. Srocxparg. 
Lieut. 48th N.M. 
Commanding Recruiting party of 48th N.M. at Northampton. 
To Captain the Hon. Henry Noel, 
Commanding Rutland Militia.* 


At the same time thirteen men volunteered for service in the 
line. 

The regiment, in somewhat diminished numbers, assembled at 
Oakham on June 5, and was inspected by Lieut.-Colonel Rainier, 
who eulogised the appearance and steadiness of the corps. 


— 1856 — 


No training of the regiment took place this year. 


— 1857 — 


The training this year commenced in September, when the num- 
ber of men had increased to ninety-nine, and the regiment was 
inspected by Lieut.-Col. Halliday, of the 36th Regiment. 


2 1858 = 


The training this year was again for twenty-one days, and 
commenced in September; and the inspection by May.-Gen. Sir 
George Robinson took place in October, when the General said that 
he highly approved of the appearance and efficiency of the regiment. 


== 1699 <= 


This year the training was for twenty-eight days, and it com- 
menced in June, and on the 30th the regiment was inspected by Maj. 
Graham, of the 2nd Battalion, 22nd Regiment. 


* “(Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,” 
1878, p. 265. 
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— 1860 — 


The regiment assembled at Oakham for the annual training on 
May 9, one hundred and four men being present. The inspection 
took place on June 2, by Lieut.-Col. Willis of the 84th Regiment, 
who expressed himself as much pleased with the condition of the 
corps. 

This year it was considered advisable that the Rutland should 
be joined to the Northamptonshire Militia. 

The following letter was accordingly sent by the Secretary at 
War to the Lord Lieutenant of the County of Rutland. 


78a. 
Militia. 
5th. 
138th August, 1860. 
My Lorp, 

In reply to your Lordship’s letter of the 7th of June last, I now have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that, with a view to the convenience of the 
service, Her Majesty has been peciously oder npe to direct that the quota of 
Militia now furnished by the County of Rutland shall be amalgamated with 
that of Northampton, and that the united establishment shall consist of the 
following numbers, viz. :— 


1 Lieut Colonel. 1 Quartermaster Serjeant. 

2 Majors. 1 Serjeant Instructor of Musketry. 
12 Captains. 1 Bugle Major. 
12 Lieutenants. 1 Orderly Room Clerk. 
12 Ensigns. 1 Paymaster Serjeant. 

1 Adjutant. . 1 Assistant Hospital Serjeant. 

1 Quarter Master. 36 Serjeants. 

1 Surgeon. 36 Corporals. 

1 Assistant Surgeon. 12 Drummers. 

1 Sergeant Major. 1083 Privates. 


This amalgamation will take effect from the let of October next, and your 
Lordship will have the goodness to take such steps as you may deem proper 
with a view to its being made known to the Officers and men of the two 
regiments. 

I shall also be prepared to consider any recommendations which your 
Lordship may have to offer as to the disposal of the Sergeant-Major, who may 
become supernumerary, as well as to the removal of the stores &c., to North- 
ampton, the Head quarters of the united Corps. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 


S. Henserr.° 
To the Marquis of Exeter, K.G. 


In order to carry out this Order of the War Office, the Quarter- 
master of the Northamptonshire Militia attended at Oakham in 
November, and took over the arms, clothing and accoutrements of 
the Rutland Militia. In February, 1861, the Capt. Commandant, 
the Honble. H. Noel, and Lieut. Edward Costall resigned their com- 
missions, and the Rutland Militia ceased to exist as an independent 
force. 


* “(Memoirs and Records of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia,’’ 
1878, p. 266. 
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HE following notes relate to the Supplementary Militia which 
was raised in 1797, and the Local Militia, which was raised 
twelve years later. 


THE SUPPLEMENTARY MILITIA. 


— 1796 — 


In October, 1796, England was threatened with an invasion 
from France, and an Act of Parliament was passed to augment the 
old constitutional force. This is intituled “An Act for providing 
an Augmentation to the Militia, to be trained and exercifed in the 
Manner therein directed; and for enabling Hif Maje/ty to cau/e 
the fame to be embodied, in cafe of Nece//ity, for the Defence of 
thefe Kingdoms” ;* and it was passed November 11, 1796. Under 
this Act the Lord Lieutenant and Deputy Lieutenants were em- 
powered to ballot for and enroll men for this Supplementary Militia, 
the number to be double that of the old Militia, in the case of North- 
amptonshire this was fixed at 1,128, and of Rutland at eighty men. 

There is an advertisement in the “ Mercury” booming this Act, 
beneath the Royal Arms, and “ Defence against Foreign Invasion,” 
and ending “God Save the King, and protect old England.”t 

Meetings were at once held to bring the Act into operation, 
which was, however, the cause of much ill feeling and trouble, as 
oar by the following account of meetings held to protest against 
the Act. 


Extract of a letter from Hamborough [Market Harborough], November 
" Last Sunday the inhabitants of Clipstone, a village in Northamptonshire, 
met and proceeded to the Church and forcibly took from the Constable his 


* 37th George III, C. 3. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ November 19, 26, 1796. 
189 


190 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


list of those who were eligible to serve in the Militia; likewise the warrant, 
which authorised him to take it; and solemnly protested to stand Ly each 
other, and, I believe, signed an agreement to that effect. 

‘‘ Next day a meeting of several parties was holden on the road half way 
between Harborough and Northampton, at which there were present near 
500 people, and similar resolutions were entered into. Tuesday there were 
several other Meetings in different places of a similar tendency; and Yester- 
day near 3,000 met at Wellingborough, who all expressed their detestation of 
the Act. Not the least symptom of rioting or disorder was observed ; and the 
people, after expressing their abhorrence of the measure and agreeing to sup- 
port each other retired very peaceably. The same spirit pervades almost every 
part of the county, particularly towards Daventry, Long Buckby, ete., where 
they have likewise met. 


To-morrow there is to be another mecting at Kettering, which will be very 
numerously attended. 


I cannot enumerate all the places at which there have been meetings, 
they are so numerous.’’* 


The same year there was a Militia Club at Hardingstone, near 
Northampton, as appears by the following extract from the church- 
wardens’ accounts for that parish: 1796. 


Decr. 3. Paid to Candles at the Time the Militia Clubb Mett. 2d.¢ 


It is not known for what purpose this club was formed, but one 
has a shrewd suspicion that its object was to exempt its members 
from serving in the Militia or the Supplementary Militia. This is 
in some measure borne out by the following advertisement in the 
local paper. 


‘‘ Wanted for the Parishes of Hardingstone and Wootton, Northampton- 
shire, An Active and Spirited Man to serve in the Army during the War, and 
one month after. Any person, by applying to the Overseers of the said Par- 
ishes, may receive a large Bounty, if approved.] 


Notwithstanding the ill feeling against this new Supplemen- 
tary Militia, all the necessary steps were taken to form it; and an 
advertisement was inserted in the local paper, signed by John Mark- 
ham, Clerk to the General Meetings, calling a meeting of the Deputy 
Lieutenants for December 30, 1796, for further putting into force 
the Acts for raising a provisional force of cavalry, and for aug- 
menting the Militia.§ 


AIOE = 


This meeting was probably held and adjourned, as another was 
summoned for February 2, 1797.|| This was followed by a further 
meeting on February 11, at which an Order was made appointing 


* Saunders’s ‘‘ News Letter and Daily Advertiser,’’ No. 12320, November 
15, 1796. 
+ ‘‘Northamptonshire Notes and Queries,” Vol. IV, p. 206. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ December 10, 1796. 
§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? December 24, 1796. 
|) ‘‘ Northamptonsh Mercury,’’ January 28, 1797. 
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Lt.-CoLt. Rospert WIL.Lis BLENCOWE. 


From a painting by F. Taylor. 
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the eight districts at which, and the time when, the various detach- 
ments should assemble for their first training; and this was duly 
advertised in the paper.* 

The following paragraph records the completion of the training 
of the first three divisions. 


NortrHampton, March 11, 1797. 


This day the Supplementary Militia of the Peterborough, Oundle, and 
Wellingborough divisions finifhed their twenty days exercife, according to the 
directions of the late act of Parliament; and it is vie bed pleafure and 
fatisfaction we /tate, from the be/t authority, that no body of men ever con- 
ducted them/elves with greater order, regularity and chearfulne/s or fhowed 
more zeal and activity in rendering themfelves as perfect in the Military ex- 
ercife as the fhort time allotted them permitted: and we have full confidence 
that the fame readine/s, the fame g behaviour, and the fame con/tant at- 
tention will be manifested by the other divifions, when they, in their turn, 
shall be called out on this important and truly patriotic fervice.f 


A similar notice appeared in the “ Northampton Mercury,” with 
respect to the training of the Northampton portion of the Supple- 
mentary Militia, on April 29, 1797, on which day they completed 
their twenty days’ training. 

It seems that the old Militia supplied officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers for training the Supplementary Militia, as an Order 
of May 4, 1797, directs that the detachment so employed should 
rejoin the regiment.} 


— 1798 — 


As appears by the following Order, the Northampton contin- 
gent was ordered to join the old corps. This Order was sent from 
the War Office on March 19, 1798, to the officer commanding the 
detachment of Supplementary Militia at Northampton, to cause the 
same to march in two divisions, on March 23 and 24. 

The route given was through Newport Pagnell, Dunstable, St. 
Albans, Hampstead and Highgate, Broiley and Beckenham, 
Sevenoaks and Riverhead to Tunbridge and Tunbridge Wells, with 
a view to joining the old regiment.§ 


NORTHAMPTON, 
March 24. 


One half of the Supplementary Militia of this county marched from hence 
yefterday and today with the greate/t sy and in the highe/t /pirits, on 
their Route to Tunbridge and Sevenoaks, in Kent, io join the regiment. || 


The remaining detachments of the Supplementary Militia were 
ordered to assemble on the Market Hill, Northampton, on Tuesday, 
May 22, 1798, by eleven o’clock in the forenoon, in order to be em- 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ February 11, 1797. 
+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ March 11, 1797. 
t W.O. 5, No. 103, p. 314. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 104. 
| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? March 24, 1798. 
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bodied.* At the date mentioned only four officers had been ap- 
pointed, but within a very short time sufficient gentlemen came for- 
ward to enable the Lord Lieutenant to fill all the commissions. 

At this time, and indeed until the corps was finally disbanded, 
it was known as the “Second Regiment of the Northamptonshire 
Militia.” 

The first officers of this regiment were: 

Lieut.-Col. Robert Willis Blencowe. September, 1797. 


Major George Robinson. May 8, 1708. 
Captain Charles Robinson. May 8, 1708. 
Captain John Leonard Knapp. May 20, 1708. 
e¢ Captain Sir William Dolben. May 23, 17098. 
Licutenant Edward Ellicott. May 8, 1708. 


William Somerset Dolben. May 23, 1708. 
John Lewis de Koven. May 25, 1708. 


ji George Clark. June 19, 17098. 
és Edward Orme. August 13, 1798. 
me Thomas Mundy. September 25, 1798. 
Ensign John Beaty. June 18, 17098. 
» Lhomas Beet. June 20, 17098. 
» John Bagshaw. November 22, 1798. 
» Hugh Graham. May 23, 1798. 


Adjutant James Beaty. 

Quartermaster John Lewis de Koven. 

The following paragraph shows that the men duly assembled 
in obedience to the before-mentioned Order. 


NorTHAMPTON, May 26. 


On Tuefday the remaining part of the Supplementary Militia of this 
county af/fembled here, where they are to be difciplined for the /pace of 20 
days, and then to be embodied.t 


After but a short training, the commanding officer received an 
Order dated June 13, 1798, to cause the regiment to march in two 
divisions on June 15 and 16, through Higham Ferrers, St. Neots, 
Cambridge and Newmarket to Bury St. Edmunds.f 

The officers present were one major, two captains, three lieu- 
tenants, and one ensign, and ten sergeants, eleven drummers, and 
three hundred and eighty-seven privates.§ 

The local newspaper thus records the departure of the 
regiment : 

NORTHAMPTON, June 16. 

The fecond Battalion of the Northamptonfhire Militia marched from 
hence ye/terday and today, in two divifions, on their Route for Bury St. 
Edmunds in Suffolk.|| 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’? May 12, 1798. 
¢ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 26, 1798. 
t W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 153. 

E § W.0. 17, No. 956. 
| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 16, 1798. 
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Return of His Majesty’s Second Battalion of Northamptonshire Militia 
Commanded by Lieut. Colonel Blencowe. 


August 3, 1798. 


Lieut. Colonel Blencowe’s. 
Major Robinson’s. 

Captain Robinson’s. 
Captain Knapp’s. 

Captain Sir Wm. Dolben’s. 


1 Lieut. Colonel 1 Surgeon. 

1 Major. 11 Serjeants. 

3 Captains. 9 Drummers and Fifers. 
4 Lieutenants. 360 Rank and File. 

3 Ensigns. 7 Sick in Quarters. 

1 Adjutant. 6 On Furlow.* 


1 Quarter Master. 


In September and November the regiment was at Norman Cross, 
taking duty in guarding the French prisoners there; and then moved 
on to Yaxley. 


The Northampton/fhire Supplementary Militia marched from Yaxley Bar- 
racks on Monday morning laft, on their route to Norwich.f 


== 1/99 


On May 1, 1799, the regiment was still at Norwich, and marched 
on early in the monthto Braintree and Maden, in Essex.} 

Shortly afterwards the Northamptons marched on to Bocking 
Barracks, where they were on June I, 1799. 

On October 28, 1799, an Order was sent to the officer command- 
ing the regiment at Bocking Barracks, to march on October 30 to 
Chelmsford, Springfield and Maulsham; on October 31 to Romford 
and Brentwood; on November 1 to Bow, Bromley and Stratford; 
and on November 2 to Hampstead and Highgate, and remain.§ 

Two days later another Order was sent to Bow, directing the 
officer commanding to march from Hampstead and Highgate on 
Novembcr 4, to Watford, Rickmansworth, Stanmore and Bushey.||| 

An Order of November 2, 1799, directed to the officer command- 
ing on arrival at Watford, directed him to cause the regiment to 
march in two divisions; the first to consist of two companies, on 
November 11, to Wycombe, and on November 12 to Thame and 
Tetsworth; and the second to consist of three companies, to 
Wycombe.1 

An Order dated December 3, 1799, was sent to the officer com- 
manding at High Wycombe, to cause this regiment to march in two 


* W.O. 17, No. 957. 
+ ‘Northampton Mercury,’? December 1, 1758. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 4, 1799. 
§ W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 467. 
| W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 489. 
q W.O. 5, No. 104, p. 491. 
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detachments on December 6 and 7, respectively, through Aylesbury, 
Buckingham and Towcester to Northampton, for the purpose of 
being disembodied.® 


The Supplementary Militia marched into Northampton on Tuefday and 
Wedne/day, 10th, and llth, Decr. 1799, and were reviewed by the Earl of 
Northampton on the 12th, previouf to being difmi/fed, when he addre/fed 
them and thanked them for their fervices.f 


Thus, after active service for a year and a half, this regiment 
was finally disbanded, and never again raised. 


LOCAL MILITIA. 


— 1808 — 


On June 30, 1808, a statute was passed, intituled “An Act for 
enabling His Maje/ty to e/tabli/h a permanent Local Militia Force, 
under certain Re/trictions, for the Defence of the Realm.”} 

Under this Act the number of men to be balloted for and en- 
rolled for any county was not to exceed such a number as would, 
with the effective Yeomenry and Volunteers, amount to six times 
the respective original quota for the county. 

Meetings for the Lieutenancy were at once held to make ar- 
rangements for balloting for and enrolling the men, dividing the 
county into districts, and forming the regiments. 


— 1809 — 


The Lord Lieutenant, having received His Majesty’s sanction 
for forming the Local Militia into three regiments, held a General 
Meeting of Lieutenancy, at the George Inn, Northampton, on May 
6, 1809, when the following Orders were made for the fourteen days’ 
training. 

The Eastern Regiment, under the command of Colonel the Ear! 
of Westmorland, was to assemble at Oundle on Monday, May 29; 
and the Western Regiment at Daventry, under the command of 
Lieut.-Colonel John Plomer Clarke, in two divisions, on May 23 and 
June 7.8 

No arrangements were, however, made for the Central Regiment. 

Curiously enough, no entries of these regiments, or their officers, 
appear in the Army Lists until the end of July, 1810, indeed, in 
“A List of the Officers of the Local Militia of Great Britain,” pub- 
lished early in July, 1810, one regiment only of ten companies 


* W.O. 5, No. 105, p. 37. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’? December 14, 1799. 
JY 48 Geo, ITI, Oap. 111. 
§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’ May 6, 1809. 
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is shown for Northamptonshire. In the next issue of the same List, 
dated July pie 1810, three regiments appear for Northamptonshire, 
named the Eastern, Central and Western. 

The following letter to the “ Mercury” speaks well of the be- 
haviour of the new Militia men, who were all new to the work; and 
who, it must be remembered, were all pressed men. 


To the Printers of the Northampton Mercury. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I have always observed your attention to gratify the public, by inserting 
in your extensively circulated Paper whatever might be supposed likely to 
excite pleasing reflections and encourage that hope which should support us 
during the awful contest in which, as a nation fighting for everything dear 
and valuable, we are at this moment engaged. 

The Local Militia have now nearly all completed the period of their ser- 
vices (as required by the Legislature) for the year 1810. Some slight disturb- 
ances which have happened among particular corps, have induced some de- 
sponding people to imagine that they have sprung from a spirit inimical to 
the security of the empire—but it certainly is not so. Wherever there has 
anything unpleasant occurred it has uniformly originated in ignorance of 
those laws and institutions which bind Armies together, and which in their 
operation, form, from a self-willed stubborn clown, an active, obedient sol- 
dier, only attentive to the voice of his Officer, and the calls of his country. 

The Local Militia (for the consolation of all real patriots) have shown by 
their general good conduct, and more especially by the great and surprising 
progress they have made in military discipline (which could never have been 
accomplished in so short a period had not the mind of every individual been 
employed in reflecting upon what he was instructed in, and the intention of 
it) that they are likely to become a most efficient force, and as much to be 
relied upon for the defence of the country as troops of any other description. 
And in the present times, when standing Armies more numerous than at any 
other former yeriod, are, and must be supported by all the European States, 
this force of a Local Militia, of all the various Mi itary rojects latter years 
have made us acquainted with, is that which an Eng ishinad: jealous of his 
liberties will contemplate with the greatest satisfaction—in fact, it is an 
increase of the constitutional force of the Country, and of course would act 
as a Counterpoise to forces of any other denomination... . 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your constant Reader, 


OBSRRVER.* 
June 20th, 1810. 


THE EASTERN REGIMENT. 


This regiment consisted of ten companies, the headquarters 
being at Oundle, and the commissions of the ten officers who first 
joined are dated March 24, 1809. 


Officers, July 31, 1810. 


Lieut.-Colonel Commandant the Right Honble. John, Earl of West- 
morland. March 24, 1809. 


* “Northampton Mercury,’ June 23, 1810. 
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Lieut.-Colonel Thomas Tryon. March 24, 18009. 
Major George Francis Lynn. March 24, 1809. 


Captain Stafford O’Brien. March 24, 18009. 
m William Meeke. March 24, 1809. 
‘5 Charles Berkly. March 24, 1809. 
i John Males. May 22, 1809. 
‘5 John Smith. May 22, 1809. 
‘5 John Yorke. May 22, 1809. 
Pe Caryer Sherard. May 22, 1800. 
- Joseph Ricketts. April 19, 1810. 
Samuel Hadley. May 31, 1810. 
Lieutenant Miles Berkeley. March 24, 1809. 
ie John Hicks. May 22, 1809. 
is B. Smith. May 25, 1809. 
ge W. G. Cole. May 25, 1809. 
‘ Francis Selby. June 3, 1809. 
5 Francis Beaumont. June 9, 1809. 
Stephen Bowles. June 9, 1809. 
Ensign John Balderston. June 6, 1809. 
Adjutant Edward Skelton. March 24, 18009. 
Quartermaster Joseph Fowler. June 27, 1809. 
Surgeon John Campion. May 22, 1809. 
— 1809 — 


The first training took place, in accordance with the Order of 
the Lord Lieutenant, on May 209, 1809, when the men assembled at 
Oundle, and were dismissed after serving for fourteen days. 


— 1810 — 


The regiment, nearly seven hundred strong, trained at Oundle, 
under the Earl of Westmorland. The inspection by Major-General 
the Ear] of Cork and Orrery, took place on Tuesday, June 12, 1810, 
and after the General had made a very minute inspection of every 
company separately, and also of the sergeants and corporals, he 
said he had never seen a regiment better provided with necessaries, 
or more completely equipped, during the whole circuit of his 
inspection. 

Every soldier had, in addition to his other appointments, a 
good grey regimental great-coat. 

On Thursday, June 14, the men were dismissed to their respec- 
tive homes, having completed the twenty days’ training.*® 


* “Northampton Mercury,’ June 23, 1810. 
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= 1611 = 


Next year the newspaper records the training in the following 
words : 


‘On Friday last the Eastern Regiment commanded by the Earl of West- 
morland was reviewed at Oundle by xeneral Layard, who expressed his high 
approbation at the manner in which they went through their mancuvres.’’ 


A 1GIZ == 


In 1812 the regiment was ordered to assemble under Colonel 
the Earl of Westmorland in the Market Place, Oundle, on May 15, 
for the twenty-one days’ training.t | 


= 1613 


This year the regiment assembled for training on the Market 
Place, Oundle, on Friday, May 28.t 


THE CENTRAL REGIMENT. 


This regiment consisted of twelve companies, the headquarters 
being at Northampton, and the first commission is dated June, 1809. 
Officers, July 31, 1810. 


Lieut.-Colonel Commandant, Thomas Samwell Watson Samwell. 


June 3, 1809. 
Lieut.-Colonel William Somerset Dolben. June 6, 1809. 


Major Edmund Major. ; June 15, 1809. 
Major John Nethercoat. : December 15, 1809. 
Captain Thomas Mercer. January 29, 1810. 

. John Hayes. January 29, 1810. 

? William James King. February 23, 1810. 

rm William Drage. April 24, 1810. 

a Britten Smith. May 15, 1810. 

- Thomas Wood. May 15, 1810. 

- William Brown. May 19, 1810. 
Lieutenant George Osborne. May 15, 1810. 

” Thomas Weston. May 15, 1810. 

John Marshall. May 15, 1810. 

z John Pell. . May 15, 1810. 

- James West. May 15, 1810. 
Ensigns. None. 
Adjutant William Hollis. January 20, 1810. 
Quartermaster John Gates. April 3, 1810. 
Surgeon Thomas Cook. March 3, 1810. 


* “Northampton Mercury,’”’ June 15, 1811. 
¢ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,” April 18, 1812. 
t ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 1, 1813. 
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It 1s not probable that the Central Regiment assembled for 
training at all in 1809, indeed, by the middle of June that year there 
were only three officers who held commissions in the corps. 


— 1810 — 


Next year, however, the training commenced on May 21, and 
the King’s birthday was celebrated on June 4, when the regiment 
assembled on the Market Square. 


The Central regiment of Militia under the command of Colonel Samwell, 
will have completed their 20 entire days of training and exercise to-morrow 
and on Monday they will be dismissed. This fine body of Men, upwards of 
1100, were yesterday inspected by Major General the Earl of Cork and Orrery, 
who was pleased to express his approbation in the most flattering manner at 
the Cleanliness and soldierly appearance of the Regiment, which went thro’ 
the various marching maneeuvres with @ precision that reflects the highest 
credit on their Officers. They have not this year been trained to the use of 
Arma, but there is no doubt, from the readiness which the men evince to 
attain a perfection of discipline, that they would soon become as efficient a 
corps as any in the Kingdom.* 


— 1811 — 


This year the training began in Northampton on May 6. 


Thursday being the day appointed for the Central Regiment of Northamp- 
tonshire Local Militia to receive their colours, the battalion was drawn up 
on the Market-square, about two o’clock. 

After the necessary arrangements, the Grenadier Company advanced to 
receive the colours, which were escorted to the parish church of All Saints, 
where they were deposited upon the Altar, and there consecrated by the Rev. 
C. H. Tuffnell. The performance of the ceremony being concluded the colours 
were escorted back to the Market Square, when the Lady of Colonel Samwell 
(attended by the Earl and Countess of Northampton, Lady Elizabeth Comp- 
ton, and several Ladies and Gentlemen of the Town and County) presented 
them to the Corps, accompanied by a stirring address, which was delivered 
by her in a peculiarly clear and impressive manner... . 

The colours were then delivered to two of the Junior Officers and carried 
to their proper station in the line, the drums and fifes playing ‘‘ God Save 
the King.’’ 

After which the Regiment marched to the Barrack ground where they 
went through their various mancuvres. 

Yesterday morning the Regiment mustered in the Market-square, previous 
to their being inspected by General Layard, and proceeded from thence to a 
spacious field near the town; between eleven and twelve o’clock the General 
appeared on the ground, and was received with the customary honours, after 
which the Regiment went through a variety of Military evolutions which 
were performed with such celerity and accuracy, that the General was pleased 
to express to their commanding Ofthcer Colonel Samwell, in terms the most 
flattering not merely his approbation of their clothing, appointments, and 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ Juna 9, 1810. 
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the soldier-like appearance of so fine a body of men, but his astonishment at 
the steadiness and discipline which was manifested by the Regiment.* 

On Monday the Regiment completed their fourteen days training, and 
were dismissed next day.t 


= ($12 — 


In 1812 the regiment was ordered to assemble under Lieut.- 
Col. T. S. W. Samwell, on the Market Place, Northampton, on May 
25, for the twenty-one days’ training.¢ 


= 18)3°= 


The regiment assembled this year on the Market Place, North- 
ampton, on Monday, June 7;§ and was inspected on the 21st by 
Major General Chester, who passed high encomiums upon their 
military discipline and soldier-like appearance. The following day 
the men delivered in their arms and were dismissed.|| 

A meeting of the officers of the regiment was held at the George 
Inn, Northampton, December 11, when they unanimously resolved 
to volunteer for service out of the country.4 


THE WESTERN REGIMENT. 


This regiment consisted also of ten companies, the head-quar- 
ters being at Daventry, and the first commissions are dated 
December 24, 1808. 


Officers, July 31, 1810. 
Lieut.-Col. Commandant, John Plomer Clarke. December 24, 1808. 


Lieut.-Col. Donatus O’Brien. May 24, 1809. 
Major Charles Rathray. June 2, 1809. 
Major William Ward. June 12, 1809. 
Captain George Armitt. December 24, 1808. 
‘3 John Hall. December 24, 1808. 
»  Lhomas Wyatt. March 29, 1809. 
‘ B. W. Palman. March 29, 1809. 
= Thomas Smith. May 19, 1809. 
» William White Winterton. May 31, 1809. 
= Samuel Cox. June 3, 1809. 
Lieutenant William Cave. December 24, 1809. 
is William Richard Denny. March 29, 1809. 
‘5 George Lathbury. March 29, 1809. 
: William Tebbitts. March 29, 1809. 


* ‘*Northampton Mercury,’’ May 18, 1811. 

+ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 25, 1811. 

1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’ April 18, 1812, 

§ ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 1, 1813. 

| ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ June 26, 1813. 
g ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ December 11, 1813. 
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Lieutenant Thomas Cooper. March 29, 1809. 
$5 Thomas Cave. March 29, 1809. 
" Theophilus Smith. March 29, 1809. 
PA George Marshall Shield. May 8, 1809. 
i Samuel Gees. May 8, 1809. 
‘i John Wilkins, May 4, 1810. 
‘3 William Sutton. May 4, 1810. 
‘3 Thomas Smith. May 4, 1810. 
Ensign David Atcheson. March 29, 18 

es James Britton Peck. June 6, 1810. 

» William Gudgeon. June 6, 1810. 
Adjutant John Marriott. January 24, 1809. 
Quarter Master William Litchfield. April 28, 1810. 
Surgeon Robert Wildegoose. December 24, 1808. 

==: 1809: = 


This regiment, which had assembled in two divisions at Daven- 
try, was dismissed on June 21, 1800, after the training. 


‘‘ It is but justice to them to say, that their exemplary conduct in quarters, 
and discipline in the field, were highly creditable to themselves, and reflect 
the greatest honour on their Officers.’’* 


— 1810 — 


On Wednesday, April 25, 1810, the Western Regiment of 
Militia assembled in the Market Place, Daventry, from whence they 
marched to the Parish Church; after service they marched down to 
an adjoining field, where Col. Clarke delivered the colours to the 
ensigns, shortly observing on the importance of the trust committed 
to their care. 

On the following two days the regiment marched in two divi- 
sions to Northampton for the twenty-one days’ training.t 


On Thursday and Friday mornings the Western regiment of Local Militia 
of this County, which has been on duty in this town for twenty entire days, 
was marched to Daventry previous to being dismissed. On Monday they were 
inspected by Lieutenant Colonel Delaval, who declared his approbation of the 
steady manner in which the regiment performed its various evolutions. The 
Earl of Northampton who was present was also pleased to exprese himself 
highly satisfied at the soldierly appearance of the men, and the proficiency 
they had made in their Military manewuvres.{ 


= IGS 


On Wednesday and Thursday the Western Regiment, under 
the command of Lieut.-Col. Clarke, marched into Northampton for 
the training. § 


* “Northampton Mercury,’’ June 24, 1809. 
¢ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’”’ April 28, 1810. 
¥ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 19, 1810. 
€ ‘Northampton Mercury,’’? May 25, 1811. 
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On Thursday and Friday the Western Regiment of Local Mil- 
itia of this county, under the command of Lieut.-Col. Clarke, com- 
pleted their fourteen days of training and exercise in this town, 
and was marched to Daventry to be dismissed. On Tuesday the 
above regiment, 1,200 strong, was reviewed by Gen. Layard, who 
very highly complimented them on the accuracy with which the 
performed their several evolutions, and on their steadiness and sol- 
dierly appearance in the ranks. The excellent line they preserved 
in marching he was pleased to say would have done credit to any 
old regular regiment, and reflected the highest credit on the atten- 
tion of the officers. The General said that his report of them would 
be of the most favourable kind, as he considered them one of the 
finest regiments he had reviewed. 

The Mayor and several other of the inhabitants of this place 
expressed to Col. Clarke their approbation of the conduct of the 
soldiers, which has been uniformly exemplary. It affords us great 
pleasure to state that on Sunday se’nnight this regiment, with a 
truly philanthropic spirit, voluntarily appropriated one day’s pay, 
amounting to about £50, towards the relief of the British prisoners 
in France.* 


— 1812 — 


In 1812 the regiment was ordered to assemble under Lieut.-Col. 
J. P. Clarke on the Market Place, Daventry, on April 20, for the 
twenty-one days’ training.t 

On Thursday the Regiment was reviewed by Maj. Gen. Rebow at North- 
ampton, who paid the Colonel the most flattering compliments on the appear- 
ance of the Regiment and the high state of the proficiency of the Men..... 


The First Division marched from hence yesterday morning and was followed 
by the second this morning to bo disbanded at Daventry.] 


— 1813 — 


The Western Regiment assembled on the Market Place, Daven- 
try, on May 18 and 19.§ Circumstances having rendered it neces- 
sary to train and exercise the Western Northamptonshire Militia, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Clarke, for the present year, in 
two divisions at Daventry, each division was reviewed at that place 
by Maj.-Gen. Chester.|l 

The last training of these three regiments of Local Militia took 
place in 1813, though the regiments were not actually disembodied. 


* “Northampton Mercury,” June 8, 1811. 
+t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’ April 18, 1812. 
1 ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 23, 1812. 

§ ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ May 1, 1818. 
] ‘‘ Northampton Mercury,’’ July 3, 18138. 
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The Local Militia (though not to be called out for training) 
will not be considered as extinct until the period of their service 1s 
expired.* 

Next year advertisements were inserted in the local newspaper 
on behalf of the Eastern, Central and Western Regiments of Local 
Militia, calling on the enrolled men whose time had expired to at- 
tend at Oundle, Northampton and Daventry, to receive their com- 
muted allowance in leu of clothing.t So three regiments also 
passed, and no further word concerning them can be found. 


* **Northampton Mercury,’’ May 21, 1814. 
t ‘‘Northampton Mercury,’’ May 27, 1815. 
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APPENDIX A. 


SUCCESSION OF COMMANDING OFFICERS. 


THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA, AFTERWARDS THE THIRD 
BATTALION NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT. 


Col. Henry Yelverton, 3rd Earl of 
Sussex. 

Col. Charles Compton, Lord Comp- 
ton, succeeded as gth Earl of 
Northampton, April 7, 1796. 

Col. Sir Richard de Capell Brooke, 
Bart. 

Col. Sir Justinian Isham, Bart. 


Col. Thomas Philip Maunsell. 


Col. William Alleyne Cecil, Lord 
Burghley, succeeded as 3rd Mar- 
quis of Exeter, January 16, 1867. 

Col. Lord Brownlow Thomas Mon- 
tagu Cecil. 

Col. Brownlow Henry George Cecil, 
Lord Burghley, succeeded as 4th 
Marquis of Exeter, July 14, 1895. 

Col. Sackville George Stopford 
Sackville. 


Col. Joseph Hill, C.B. 


Col. Anthony Mildmay Julian Fane, 
13th Earl of Westmorland. 


Lt.-Col. George Holden Champion 
de Crespigny. 


Lt.-Col. Herbert Charles Metcalf, 
D.S.O. 


Appointed January 10, 1763. 
Resigned March 18, 1784. 


Appointed March 24, 1784. 
Resigned in 1798. 
Appointed March 10, 1798. 
Resigned in 1809. 
Appointed in 1809. 
Resigned in 1831. 
Appointed April 2, 1845. 
Resigned January, 1854. 


Appointed January 7, 1854. 
Resigned October 25, 1887. 


Appointed October 26, 1887. 
Resigned April, 1889. 
Appointed April, 1889. 
Died April g, 1898. 


Appointed May 18, 1808. 
Resigned March 9, I9Qo!. 
Appointed May 9, Igol. 
Resigned July 31, 1907. 
Appointed July 31, 1907. 
Resigned July 31, 1914. 
Appointed July 31, 1914. 
Resigned August 1, 1918. 
Appointed November 2, 1918. 
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A second battalion was formed in 1874, being the 2nd Battalion 
of the Northamptonshire and Rutland Militia, afterwards the 4th 
Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment. 


Lt.-Col. Lord Brownlow Thomas Appointed July 22, 1874. 


Montagu Cecil. Promoted October 26, 1887. 
Lt.-Col. Brownlow Henry George Appointed December 3, 1887. 

Cecil, Lord Burghley. Promoted April, 1889. 
Lt.-Col. Sackville George Stopford Appointed April 13, 1889. 

Sackville. Promoted May 18, 1898. 
Lt.-Col. Joseph Hull. Appointed May 18, 1808. 


Promoted May g, Igol. 


The 4th Battalion was amalgamated with the 3rd Battalion in 
December, 1808. 


THE RUTLAND MILITIA. 


Col. Brownlow Cecil, oth Earl of Appointed 1759. 
Exeter. Resigned in 1760. 
Major George Brudenell. Appointed 1760. 
Resigned in 1778. 
Major George Finch, 3rd Earl of Appointed 1778. 
Winchelsea and Nottingham, K.G. Resigned July 31, 1779. 


Major William Burton. Appointed July 31, 1779. 
Resigned in 1801. 
Major Michael Pierrepoint. Appointed October 19, 1801. 


Resigned in 1852. 


Capt. the Honble. Henry Lewis Noel. Appointed October 4, 1852. 
Resigned February, 1861. 


SUPPLEMENTARY MILITIA, OR SECOND REGIMENT OF 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 


Lt.-Col. Robert Willis Blencowe. Appointed September, 1797. 
Resigned December 12, 1799. 
LOCAL MILITIA. 


EASTERN REGIMENT. 


Col. John Fane, roth Earl of West- Appointed March 24, 1809. 
morland. Resigned 1813. 


CENTRAL REGIMENT. 
Lt.-Col. Thomas Samwell Watson Appointed June 3, 1809. 


Samwell. Resigned 1813. 
WESTERN REGIMENT. 
Lt.-Col. John Plomer Clarke. Appointed December 24, 1808. 


Resigned 1813. 
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APPENDIX B. 


WAR MEMORIALS. 


There are only two memorials to the war services of the 
battalion. 

The first commemorates the services of the Militia in South 
Africa, and this is on the west side of the vestibule of the Town 
Hall, at Northampton. 

It is dignified in appearance, and consists of a slab of white 
marble, with cornice above and moulding below, supported by two 
small brackets, on a larger foundation of grey marble. Above the 
tablet, carved in high relief, is the triple towered castle and key, 
within garter bearing the words MONTIS INSIGNIA CALPE, sur- 
mounted by a royal crown. The following legend is cut on the 
marble tablet : 


3rpv (MILITIA) BATTALION NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT. 
Cotonet J. Hi, C.B. 


Major the Earl of Westmorland. Major H. Wickham. ; 

Capt. & Adjt. E. O. Smith. Qr. Master Capt. J. Perrin. 

Sergt. Major W. Everett. Qr. Master Sergt. W. Grimason. 

Band Master W. Ashton. Sergt. Instructor of Musketry, W. 
Corby. 

A. ComMPANy. B. Company. C. Company. 
Capt. H. Grant-Thorold. Capt. W. Panton (at- Capt. & Hon. Major H. 
Lieut. A. Capell. tached). Ch. de Crespigny. 

Cr. Sergt. H. Allen. 2nd Lieut. H. W. Tre- Lieut. P. B. Allott. 
fusis. 2nd Lieut. W. Nash- 
Cr. Sergt. W. Brawn. Wortham. 
Cr. Sergt. B. Bounds. 

D. Company. E. ComMPany. F. Company. 

Capt. L. H. Martineau. Capt. A.G. Weigall. Capt. G. F. Hodgson. 
Lieut. W. de Gale. Lieut. M. Castle Smith. Lieut. G. W. Ward Hunt. 


2nd Lieut. Harrison. Cr. Sergt. H. Hillson. Cr. Sergt. A. Fry. 
Cr. Sergt. A. McKinley is = 


GQ. Company. H. Compaxy. 
Capt. C. P. Harvey. apts Sir A. de Capell 
2nd Lieut. H. S. Benvon. rooke, Bart. 


2nd Lieut. H. de Wolf. 2nd Lieut. R. C. Fowler. 
Cr. Sergt. H. White. Cr. Sergt. T. Lucas. 


Rank and File 650. 


This Tablet is erected to commemorate the voluntary service of the 8rd 
(Militia) Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment in South Africa during the 
Campaign From 17th March 1902 to 20th September 1902. 


The tablet was unveiled July 29, 1905, as previously recorded.* 


* Page 143. 
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The memorial to commemorate those who fell in the great war 
was erected in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Northampton. It 
consists of a handsome oak screen, which separates the south chapel 
ses the south aisle. This bears the inscription on one side of the 

oor: 


THIS SCREEN IS ERECTED TO THE MEMORY OF THE 
OFFICERS, NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN 
OF THE IST, 2ND AND 3RD BATTALION. 


and on the other side of the door: 


OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT WHO FELL 

IN THE GREAT WAR OR DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE, 

1914-19, BY THEIR COMRADES, RELATIVES AND 
FRIENDS. 


A military service was held at the church on Sunday, May 29, 
1921, which was well attended by officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men who had served or were then serving in the regiment, every 
battalion being represented, and also by the relatives of the fallen 
men. General Lord Horne, G.C.B., K.C.M.G., A.D.C., unveiled the 
Memorial Chapel, and gave a touching address. The Venable. F. G. 
Sandford, Archdeacon of Doncaster, dedicated the memorial and 
gave a second address. The service concluded with “The Last 
Post,” “ Reveille” and “God Save the King.” 
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APPENDIX C. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE COLOURS OF THE REGIMENT. 


THE EARLIEST COLOURS. 


The first pair of colours belonging to the Militia were those 
presented to the regiment, on the Market Square, Northampton, on 
the King’s birthday, June 4, 1763. It does not, however, appear by 
whom these colours were presented, or whether they are still in 
existence. 

The earliest colours now known are at Thorp Malsor Hall, near 
Kettering, in the county of Northampton. It is not known when or 
by whom these were presented, but it is probable that these were 
the colours which were superseded by those of 1855, and that they 
were at that time given to Colonel Thomas Philip Maunsell, who 
resigned the previous year. 

The staves of these colours are nine feet four inches long, and 
they are surmounted by brass spear heads. The material of the 
flags is heavy silk, and they are quite perfect. 

The King’s colour is the Union Jack. 

It is quite plain, bearing no regimental device, and it is five 
feet six inches square. 

The regimental colour is slightly larger, measuring five feet 
nine inches square. The ground of this is buff, being the tincture of 
the facings of the uniform. In the centre of the flag, in painted 
scrolls, are the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 


Surrounded by a wreath composed of roses, thistles and sham- 
rock leaves; the sprays cross over at the bottom, where they are tied 
by a ribbon. 

In the dexter chief the Union Jack, one foot nine inches. This 
flag bears no honours. 

These colours were evidently made after January 1, 1801, as 
the Jack indicates the Second Union, when the Cross of Saint Patrick 
was added. 


THE COLOURS OF 1855. 


The colours which were presented to the regiment by Lady 
Burghley in June, 1855, were given to the Colonel, the Marquis of 
Exeter, on the presentation of the present colours in 1887, and they 
now hang in the Great Hall at Burghley House. 

The staves of these are nine feet nine inches in length, and are 
each surmounted by a brass spear head. The flags are of silk, with 
the usual cords and tassels also of brown silk. 

28 
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The Queen’s colour, which is six feet square, bears the Union 
Jack, on the upper arm of which is painted the crown; and on the 
horizontal arms on a golden scroll are the words in black letters: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 

The regimental! colour is of buff, with the Union Jack, one foot 
cleven inches square, in canton. It has a painted red centre, two 
feet in diameter, surmounted by a painted crown, and it 1s sur- 
rounded by a wreath composed of roses, thistles and shamrock 
leaves, tied together with a silver bow. In the centre, in golden 
letters, are the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 
Below, in a red scroll, is the word, also in gold: 
MEDITERRANEAN. 
And below that, in the same tints, the number of the regiment: 
“ 48.” 
With these colours there is a shield of oak, on which the fol- 
lowing legend is painted in gold: 
THESE COLOURS WERE PRESENTED 
TO THE 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA 


By Lady Burghley, now Marchione/s of EXETER, at Devonport, 
June, 1854, in the presence of Brownlow, MARQUIS of EXETER, K.G,, 
Lord Lt. of the County of Northampton & Major General EDEN, 
Commanding the Western District, when the Regiment was under 
orders for Gibraltar, during the Russian War. Since the dividing 
of the Regt. into two Battalions in consequence of the Afhliation 
Scheme of 1873 & 74, Colours were presented to the 4th Batt®. in 
1876 by Lady Brownlow Cecil & to the 3rd. by the Marchione/s of 
EXETER in 1887. After the last-named ceremony the Old Colours 
presented in 1854, were removed to Burghley House, and placed in 
the G‘. Hall as a remembrance of the Services of the Regt. & long 
connection of the present MARQUIS with the Northamptonshire & 
Northampton and Rutland Regt. of Militia. 


List of Officers who served with the Northamptonshire Militia 
at Dublin & at Gibraltar during the Russian War. 


Lt.-Col. Commandant Lord Burghley, M.P. 
Majors, Lord Brownlow Cecil, Charles Hill. 


Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 
William Christie Drury Wake R. T. D’Arcy 
E. Finch Hatton F. Loinsworth E. H. Hare 
j. B. Robinson T. Ferrers H. Linton 
W. Langham Christie William Kerr F. W. Whitehouse 
Chas. W. Watkins H. Wilson W. H. W. De Capell 
H. Smith W. Evans Brooke 


B. Whitworth 
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Capt. & Adj. Thomas Rose. 


Surgeon, T. Molloy. Assist. Surg", T. Mclean. Paymaster, 
J. R. Norton. 


Quartermaster, T. Collins. 


There is also with these colours a great drum, which was given 
by the Commandant to the regiment, when it was stationed in Dub- 
lin in 1854, and which is highly decorated. 

On the side is painted: 


PRESENTED BY 
LIEUT. COL. LORD BURGHLEY. 


With baron’s coronet, above an ornamental shield, on which 
are emblazoned the following arms: 


Per pale. Dexter. Barry of ten, argent and azure, stx es- 
cutcheons sable, each charged with a lion rampant of the first, for 
CECIL. Sinister. Quarterly. First, quarterly, or and gules, in the 
first quarter an eagle displayed vert. for PAKENHAM. Second, ar- 
gent, on a bend indented sable between two cotises azure, each 
charged with these bezants, as many fleur de lys of the first, for 
CuFFE. Third, ermine, a griffin segreant azure, for AUNGIER. 
Fourth, per bend embattled argent and gules, for BOYLE. 

The supporters are two lions ermine. 

Behind the shield is an achievement of draped colours; and 
beneath a spray with a rose, shamrock leaves, and a thistle. 

Below is the motto: 


COR UNUM VIA UNA. 


Then comes a crowned star, with a blue band on which is 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, enclosing a red cross, on which are the numer- 
als “48” and below in a semicircle the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA. 


This drum was made by H. Bussell and Co., of Dublin. 
With the drum, is the drummer’s cross-belt of red cloth with 
gold facings, and gold star crowned, having the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA, 
enclosing cross, on which is “ 48.” 


On the silver mountings of the drum sticks is 


NORTHAMPTON MILITIA. 
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THE COLOURS OF 1876. 


The colours which were presented to the 2nd Battalion by Lady 
Brownlow Cecil, on May 23, 1876, were, on the amalgamation of the 
3rd and 4th Battalions of the Northamptonshire Regiment, in 1899, 
entrusted to Colonel S. G. Stopford Sackville, Hon. Col., and are 
now at Drayton House. 

The staves of these are eight feet seven inches long, and are 
each surmounted by the Royal crest of England: On a crown, a 
golden lion statant guardant impertally crowned. 

The flags are of silk, with the usual cords and tassels, and are 
each three feet ten inches by three fcet in size. 

The Queen’s colour bears the Union Jack, on the upper arm 
of which is embroidered the CROWN; and on the horizontal arms 
on a golden scroll, in black letters, are the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE . AND . RUTLANDSHIRE . MILITIA, 


and below on a blue scroll in golden letters: 
II Bate. 


The fringe of this flag is gold and red. 

The regimental colour is of buff, with the Union Jack, one foot 
Square, in canton. It has a red centre, one foot four inches in dia- 
meter, surmounted by an embroidered crown, and surrounded by a 
wreath composed of roses, thistles and shamrock leaves, tied to- 
gcther with a bow of blue ribbon. On the centre, in silver wire 
letters edged with gold, are the words: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AND 
RUTLANDSHIRE 
MILITIA. 


Over the knot of ribbons, on a blue scroll, are the words, in 


yellow letters: 
II. Batt”. 


and beneath on a similar scroll: 


MEDITERRANEAN. 
The fringe of this flag is silver and buff. 


THE COLOURS OF 1887. 


The colours presented to the 3rd Battalion, by the Marchioness 
of Excter, in 1887, are the present colours of the regiment, and are 
housed in the mess rcom at the barracks at Northampton, when the 
regiment 1s not embodied. 

The staves of these flags are cight feet three inches in length, 
and are each surmounted by the Royal crest of England, as before. 


Cid ae 
{ TREN’s COLOUR. oak 


CoLours OF SECOND BATTALION. 
1876. 
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THE Cocours, 


PRESENTED BY THE MARCHIONESS OF EXETER, 


IN THE YEAR 1887, 


TO THE 


THirD BATTALION NoORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT, 
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The material of the flags is heavy silk, with gold and red 
fringe, and golden cords and tassels, and they are three feet by three 
feet nine inches in size. 

The King’s colour is the Union Jack, in the centre of which is 
the numeral : 


IIT. 


within the words, THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT, in a double 
circle, all embroidered in gold; and on the upper arm of the cross 
is the crown. 

The regimental colour has a white ground, bearing a Saint 
George’s cross in red, on the upper arm of which is the crown, and 
on the lower was the word MEDITERRANEAN beneath a crown, but 
these insignia have now been taken off the flag. 

In the centre of the cross is the numeral III, and THE NORTH- 
AMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT, embroidercd in gold, in a circle, as on the 
King’s colour. This circle is within wreath composed of roses, 
thistles and shamrock leaves, intertwined, and beautifully worked. 
This, again, 1s surrounded by a wreath of plain green leaves, which 
is crossed by short scrolls, bearing the honours of the Northampton- 
shire Regiment, as follows. In the upper quarter, next the staff, in 
six scrolls, are the words: 


Quebec, 1759. Albuhera. 
Havannah. Salamanca. 
Douro. Pyrenees. 
In the other upper quarter, in six scrolls, are the words: 
Loutsbur gh. Talavera. 
Martinique, 1762, 1794. Badajos. 
Maida. Vittoria. 
In the lower quarter, next the staff, in five scrolls, are the words: 
Orthes. Tirah. 
Peninsula. Modder River. 
New Zealand. 


And in the remaining lower quarter, in five scrolls, are the 
words : 


Nivelle. South Africa, 1879. 
Toulouse. South Africa, 1899, 1902. 
Sevastopol. 


In the corner of the lower quarter next the staff, is embroidered 
in gold: 
The Castle and Key, 
beneath the word and date: 
Gibraltar, 1779, 83, 


and above the legend: 
Montis Insignia Calpe. 
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In the corner of the other lower quarter is also embroidered 
in gold: 
The Sphinz, 
and beneath the word: 
EGyPT. 
No particulars are available respecting the colours of the Sup- 


plementary or Local Militia Battalions, or of those of the Rutland 
Militia Regiment. 
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APPENDIX D. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE MESS PLATE OF THE 
REGIMENT. 


Small Silver Mug, gilt inside. 


On the front are the figures “ 48,” within Garter, bearing the 
legend “Northamptonshire Militia,” the whole surmounted by 
a Crown. London Hall Marks for 1721. 


Similar Silver Mug. 
On the front are the same insignia.* London Hall Marks 
for 1753. 


Silver Snuff Box. 
Inscribed in front “Northamptonshire Militia.” London 
Hall Marks for 1797. 


Two Silver Snuffer Trays. 


Each inscribed in front with the monogram “G. R.” within 
Garter bearing the words, “ NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MILITIA.” Lon- 
don Hall Marks for 1803. 


Four Small Silver Muffineers. 
Each bearing in front the words, “ NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
MILITIA.” London Hall Marks for 1805. 


Tall Silver Cake Basket. 


This is supported by three female figures at the angles, bear- 
ing staves; which cross at the sides, and it stands on an ebony 


base. 
Inscribed : 


“Presented to the Northamptonshire Militia, 
by the Earl of Pomfret, their late 
Captain, 
as a marke of Respect and Esteem. 
1810.” 
London Hall Marks for 1789. 


This piece of plate is generally known as “The Pomfret Stand.” 


* These mugs were either presented at a much later date than appears 
by the hall marks, or the inscriptions were engraved at a much later date, 
than the presentation, as the regimental number of the regiment was ‘‘29’’ 
until all the Militia were renumbered in 1833, when the number ‘‘48’’ was 
assigned to the Northamptonshire Militia. 
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A very handsome Silver Centre Piece, standing on four feet, 
with open-work cake basket (now removed), beneath a canopy 
carried by four columns and surmounted by a pineapple; four 
dishes for sweets at the corners and a hanging basket at a higher 
level on each side. The whole stands on a sheet of looking- 
glass enclosed by plinth, and on the front of the stand 1s the 
legend : 

PRESENTED TO 
THE OFFICERS OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT OF MILITIA, 


under the command of Lt.-Col. The Lord Burgh- 
ley, M.P., by the Town and County of North- 
ampton, in Commemoration of their services in 
Dublin and Gibraltar, during the Russian War, 
1854-5-6. 
Silver Snuff Box, gilt inside. 
Inscribed on lid: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MESS, 
Presented by 
Lieut. C. W. Hutton, and 
Ensign N. W. Wallace, 
April 3rd, 1858. 
Birmingham Hall Mark for 1828. 
Six small Silver Cruets, with flat round handles, on one side of 
which is engraved : 
“3 & 4 Btn” 
(Castle key and motto) 
“ Northamptonshire Regt.” 
and on the other side: 
“ PRESENTED BY 
V. CaRY-ELWES (Ca?z.) 
from 1862 to 1876.” 
with Elwes Crests and Mottoes. 
Two cut-glass Silver-mounted Claret Jugs. A lion rampant on lid 
of each, holding shield, on which is engraved: 
GIBRALTAR 
above castle and key 
and 
TALAVERA 
within garter inscribed 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT. 


16 


bre ees . 
: (ore Se 


SinVER CENTRE PIECE. 
1810, 
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Legend round rim: 


PRESENTED TO THE 3RD & 4TH BATINS. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT. BY MAJOR A. A. BERENS 
ON HIs RETIREMENT. 
(1888). 


Six tall Lamp Stands, in the form of Corinthian Columns, on steps. 
Two of these are inscribed as follows: 


On one face: 
Cecil Crest, 
Crown. 
Star and Cross, 
“ Talavera.” 
Sphinx 
“ Gibraltar.” 
On another face :— 
A cross gules within star, 
the words “ Northamptonshire Militia,” 
and the figures “ 48.” 


On another face :— 
Castle and key, within the words 
“Montis insignia Calpe,” 
“ Mediterranean,” 
and the figures “ 48” with star 
inscribed “ Northamptonshire Militia.” 


On the last face :— 
Queen’s Colour and Regimental Colour. 
Round the base are the inscriptions : — 
On steps on one side : — 
PRESENTED BY COLN. THE MARQUIS OF EXETER, A.D.C. 
TO THE 3RD & 4TH BATTNS. OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT. 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE ACTIVE COMMAND IN CONSEQUENCE 
OF SUPERANNUATION, 1888. 


On steps on one side : — 
MAJOR JANY. 7TH, 1846; LIEUT. COL. NOV., 1852. 
LIEUT. COL. COMMANDANT, JULY, 1854. 
BREVET COLONEL & A.D.C. TO THE QUEEN, DEC. 28, 1860. 
HONORARY COLONEL ON RETIREMENT, JAN. 12, 1888. 


On steps on another side : — 
SERVICES OF REGT. 
NORTHAMPTON, 1852 TO AUGUST, 1854. 
DUBLIN, 1854 TO APRIL, 1855 
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On steps on another side :— 
DEVONPORT, 1855 TO JUNE, 1855. 
GIBRALTAR, JUNE, 1855 TO JUNE, 1856. 
NORTHAMPTON, 1856, TO OCT., 1857. 
On steps on last side: — 
PLYMOUTH, 1857 TO MARCH, 1858. 
TRAINED ANNUALLY AT NORTHAMPTON, 
FROM 1858 TO 1888. 


Silver Salver. On the front, within a shield, is:— 

Gibraltar. 

Castle and key 
Talavera. 

And on the back: 
PRESENTED ON PROMOTION 
by 
Capt. Phillips. 
Capt. Rhodes. 


Capt. Eaton. 
Capt. Noel. 


A foxes mask and crossed brushes and the date “ 1889.” 


Four small Silver Cruets, with castle key and motto, inscribed : 
TO BROTHER OFFICERS OF THE 3RD AND 4TH BATTNS. NORTHAMP- 
TONSHIRE REGIMENT FROM COL. LORD BROWNLOW CECIL WHO 
SERVED FROM A.D. 1854 TO 1889. 


A pair of Silver Cigar Lighters, each formed in the shape of a four 
turreted castle, with key and flag, inscribed : 
PRESENTED ON PROMOTION BY 
J. H. SMITH. 
LIEUT. 1883. CAPT. 1891. 


Clock in oak case, with plate bearing the words: 
3RD & 4TH BATTS. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT. 
PRESENTED BY CAPTAIN C. A. MARKHAM ON PROMOTION 6TH May, 


1893. 


Two plain Silver Box Cigar Cutters, with the inscription: 


PRESENTED 
ON 
PROMOTION 
BY 
. Powys. 
LIEUT. 1886. CAP. 1893. 
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Two handled Silver Cup. On one side is engraved: - 
Crown. 
Mediterranean, in scroll. 
Eight pointed star, enclosing cross, within garter, inscribed 
Northamptonshire Regt. 
Talavera, in scroll. 
The Sphinx 
and 


Egypt. 


Presented to 
The Officers of 
The 37d and gth Battalions of the Northamptonshire Regiment 


On the other side: 


b 
Major O. rie Stephen 
on retiring. 
1871 - 1893. 
London Hall Marks for 1808. 


Silver Cup, gilt inside. On one side are engraved the Regimental 
Insignia, as on Major Stephen’s cup; and, on the other: 
Presented by 
]. S. Reeve, 
Senior Subaltern. 
June 1, 1894. 
on his being gazetted to the Grenadier Guards. 


And on the foot are the words: 
For the use of Subaltern of the day. 


Four Silver Menu Stands. On the front of one of these is engraved 
the Regimental Insignia, as on Major Stephen’s cup; and on the 
back: 

The Castle and Key, within garter, 


an 
Montis Insignia Calpe. 
and 
Lt. Col. Edward P. Monckton. 
Lieut. Jan. 1864. Capt. 1870. Major 1886. 
Hon. Lt. Col. 1887. 
Lieut. Noel Monckton. 
8 Sept. 1889. 10 March, 1894. ‘ 
Lieut. Philip Tunnard Monckton. 
24 Aug., 1889. 21% March, 1893. 
3 & 4 Battalions Northamptonshire Regt. 
18 
Heu mihi preteritos ee st Jupiter annos. 


On the others are similar inscriptions, with initials only. 
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Cigar and Cigarette Box of oak, mounted with silver. Engraved 
on lid: 


Crown 
“ Mediterranean.” 
Star, with cross, and horse shoe, and within scroll. 
“Northamptonshire Regt.” 
“ Talavera.” 
Sphinx. 
“Egypt.” 
Also on scroll in front. 
PRESENTED BY C. M. PEACOCK. 
ON PROMOTION. LIEUT. 1891. CAPT. 1896. 


Large Silver Horse Shoe, with seven loose nails, inscribed : 


Lt. Col. the Marquis of Exeter to the Officers 3rd and 4th Battalions 
Northamptonshire Regiment, for Good Luck, and to commemorate 
the 60th year of the reign of Queen Victoria. 


Silver Inkstand. 


With representations of the following regimental badge and 
motto, and the Salmon crest and motto: 


The castle and key, within garter bearing the legend, “ Montis 
Insignia Calpe,” 
and the words: 
Presented to 

The Officers Mess 

grad and 4th Battns. 

Northamptonshire Regiment 
by 
Henry Thomas Salmon. 
Lieut. 1865. Cap. 1874. Major & Hy. Lt. Colonel 188g. 


Programme Stand for Band Music, inscribed: 
“ Mediterranean” 
(Regimental Badge.) 
gra & gth Northamptonshire Regt. 
Presented to the Officers 
of the 
grd & gth Northamptonshire Regt. 
By Capt. F. J. Parker. 
On relinguishing the Adjutancy Sept. 1808. 
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Two Silver Menu Holders :— 

Engraved : — 

Castle and key 

Gibraltar. 
Northamptonshire. 

Mediterranean 
And inscribed at back :— 

Presented by 

Major the Earl of Westmorland. 
on re-joining the 3rd Batt. 
Northamptonshire Regt. 7th March, 1900. 


Two Silver Whist Markers. 
Inscribed : — 
Presented 


to 
Northamptonshire Militia 


by 
Captain F. Goddard Jackson 
on promotion 
October gth, rgoo. 


Silver-mounted Cigar and Cigarette Case. 
Inscribed : — 
Presented to the Officers Mess 
of the 
Northamptonshire & Rutland Militia. 
b 
Colonel the Maree of Exeter, A.D.C. 


Two Emu Egg Cigar Lighters. 
Inscribed : — 
Presented 
to the Officers Mess of the Northamptonshire 
and Rutland Militia 
by Colonel The Marquis 
of Exeter, A.D.C. 


A pair of Silver Sugar Sifters, on ebony base; on the front the 
Cecil crest, coronet, arms, supporters, and motto. And the castle 
key, and motto, with the inscription :— 

Presented to Col. S. G. S. Sackville. 
and the Officers of the 3rd Batt. Northamptonshire Regt. 
by Capt. the Marquis of Exeter. 
on his retirement. 
1900. 


ow? 
- 


222 THE NORTHAMPTON AND RUTLAND MILITIA. 


Silver two-handled Loving Cup with Cover. On the front: — 
Castle and key 
and 
Montis Insignia Calpe. 
and round lip the legend :— 
Presented to the Officers of the 3rd Battn. 
N’tonshire Regt. by Major H. W. K. M. 
on his retirement, 1900. 


Handsome Silver Rose Bowl. 
Inscribed on one side :— 
Presented 
Lo 
the Officers 3rd Batt. 
Northamptonshire Regt. 
by 
Col. S. G. Stopford Sackville. 
on his appointment to the 
Honorary Colonelcy. 
after 39 years’ service 
in the Regiment. 
1862-1901. 
And on the other side : — 
Castle and key. 
Gibraltar. 
Talavera 
Northamptonshire. 


Large Silver Cigar Box. 
Castle and key within Garter inscribed 
Northamptonshire Regt. 
and 
Presented to Officers Mess. 
g7a Northam ‘aaa Regt. 


Major H Piss Wickham. 
1903. 
Silver Two-handled Bowl. 
Inscribed :— 


Presented to 
The Officers Mess 
grad Batt. Northamptonshire Regiment. 
by 
Captain and Honorary Major Sir Arthur de Capell Brooke. 
1905. 
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Four Silver Cigar Cutters. 
Inscribed :— 
Presented on Retirement 
by Captain B.C. Praed. 


1894-1906. 


Silver Rose Bowl. 
Inscribed :— 
3rd Northamptonshire Regt. 
from 
Col. J. Hill, C.B. 
Joined May, 1870. 
Retired July, 1907. 


-Clock. 

Inscribed : — 

Presented to 

The Officers Mess 
by 
2nd Lieut. R. A. Alston. 
on his leaving the Regiment 
Jan., 1908. 


Cigar Cutter, in the form of a barrel on wheels, presented by Captain 
B. Piggott. 


Silver Inkstand. Regimental insignia and motto on the lid, and in 
front the words :— i 
From Arthur R. Mulliner 
2nd Lieut. 1907 to 1910. 
on appointment to 
8th (King’s Royal Ivish) Hussars. 


Small two-handled Silver Bowl. 
Inscribed : — 
Inter Regimental Cup 
Presented by the Opficers, 58th Regiment, 
to be shot for by 
and and 3rd Batins. Northamptonshire Regt. 
at Land guard. 
July, rg7o. 
Four Silver Asparagus Tongs. 
Four Silver Wine Labels. 


Four Silver Sauce Tureens. 
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In addition to the silver articles here enumerated, there are a 
large number of silver-plated dishes, spoons, forks, and other articles. 

At the time of the change of the name of the regiment from 
the Northamptonshire Militia to that of the Special Reserve, it was 
thought well to vest the whole of the Mess Property in Trustees, for 
the benefit of the officers. 

Accordingly by an Indenture dated December 23, 1905, and 
made between Colonel Sackville George Stopford Sackville, Hon- 
crary Colonel, and Colonel Joseph Hill, C.B., Colonel Commandant, 
and the other then officers of the regiment; and Colonel Sackville 
George Stopford Sackville, Colonel Joseph Hill, Sir Arthur 
de Capell Brooke, Baronet, and Major and Honorary Luieu- 
tenant Colonel Henry William Kennedy Markham, the Trus- 
tees, all the silver and silver-plated articles and the whole 
of the china, were assigned by the officers to the Trustees 
Upon Trust that they should permit the plate and_ effects 
to be used during the life of the then present officers and for 
a term of twenty-one years after the death of such survivor. But 
in case the regiment should be disbanded then Upon Trust to divide 
the same into moieties and to deliver one moiety to the officers of 
the First Battalion and the other moiety to the officers of the Second 
Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment. And in case either 
the First or Second Battalion should be disbanded, then to deliver 
the whole to the officers of the battalion which might then be in ex- 
istence. But in case both battalions were then disbanded Upon 
Trust to sell the silver and effects and to pay the proceeds to the 
Northampton General Hospital. 

By another Indenture dated March 1, 1924, Captain Sir Frederick 
Villiers Laud Robinson, Baronet, was appointed a Trustee, in the 
place of Colonel J. Hill, who died on May 16, 1918. 

And by a Memorandum dated March 3, 1924, the Trustees 
agreed to lend the silver and silver-plated articles and the china to 
the officers stationed at the Depot, Northampton, during their 
pleasure. 


be 
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